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MUST m FIGHT ’ 

CHAPTER ONE 
A SURVCr Of EVENTS 

The war ha3 onterod a dedalre phaae. To-day 
tho whole of the mighty German military machine 
ia again on the march. Thi* thna it hr cot againat 
a smal) State but agalnat one of the moat powerful 
of the pretent day Slate* The Soviet Union over 
since the advent of fasotsm hat been preparing for 
snoh an eventuaUtf In Isot the whole gang of 
international counterrevolutionary force* have been 
thintlng for such a fight It u this set of people the 
meet virxilent of antl-eocial elemehts the tcum and 
rehxae of society llfled- to the top by accident who 
have been planning such an attack on the U S. S. 
and to which plan the leading pollUolans of oU the 
existant and non^ezlstant Demooracles lent their 
active or passive support Great Britain who bore the 
brunt of the German attack hitherto also actively 
supported the renture Lloyd George in the House of 
Commons In November 1934 declared In a short 
time perhaps in a year or two the Conservative 
elements in this oountry wUl be looking to Germany 
as the bulwark against Communism in Europe She 
is planted right in the oontre of Europe and if 

Germany Is slexod by the Communists Europe win follow 
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because the German could make a much better job of 
it than any other country Do not let' us be in a hurry 
to condemn Germany We shalLsoon be welcoming 
Germany as a friend* Chamberlain and his followers 
were only putting into effect this precept, and in that 
they were only obeying the dictates o\the gentry and 
the^City of London The"^ direct hostility^ of the British ' 
Government against Soviet Russia is evident to every 
student of political affairs It was Britain wh^Unstigated 
and launched armed intervention during th^Tears of 
the Revolution in that country and the British Expear- 
tiohary Force did not actually withdraw from Russia until 
the end of November 1920 This date only marks an 
end to the policy of active intervention in the internal - 
affairs of the Soviet Union Since the' rise of National 
Socialism> in Germany with the avowed intention of 
wiping out Communism from the face of the earth/ 
British ‘ politicians have been rallying round ihe 
Swastika, the Nazi banner, like any other German ' 
Munich in September, 1938 only lent colour to this long 
deliberated policy gradually being put into effect * 
Chamberlain and Daladier m yielding to the aggressor 
was warding off aggression in another direction" With"' 
what result ? To-day Spain threatens to cut* off the 
British ‘Empire's vital lines of communication It ‘Is- 
also a certainty that she will do so if the British -'carry 
the war to its real end All that withh'oids Spain from 
* adting for the present is the hesitant attitude of the 
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Brltiflb <md such an attitude fltfi In odmlmblY frith the 
German 'plan of things Germany la not anxlooB to 
shut off her main neutral Clearing house when she 
needs such on outlet for her sinister aotivitleB in 
neutral countries Moreover It Is a fact that Germany 
eyer since the beginning of the war has been receiving 
raw materials and supplies through Spanish ports 
Truly with Imagination and pollHoal foresight Hitler 
planted the advance guard of his forces on the shores 
of the Atlaritla Fmnoo is only a link In the whole 
machinery of Fascist aggression deliberately planned 
and cunningly being ereouled Munich and Spain 
worked well together 

In Abyssinia Italy s oonguest brought the^ fdrces 
of the Ads as far as the Indian Ocean. In this as well 
Ihe* French and the British Demooraoles contrived to 
manage a success for the Fascist aggressors with the 
f\a»CQ of an economic Blockade which In faob did 
never operate What Is the oause for such a policy on 
the port of the so called democracies I let Mr Q D 
H Cole explain that for you It Is of course that 
In every Capitalist country the Capitalists in the mass 
though -they may still repudiate Fascism greatly prefer 
it to any sort of Socialism They are determined above 
all else to keep their wealth andf while they do not 
want Fascism vfhere they can govern without it they 
will damothlng that might strengthen Sodalitm against 
It In the world as a whole AsUong as a Capitalist 
G £) H CoW Sodallta la EroluHoa 
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Government governs Great Britain, it will be impossible 
for Great Britain to range itself internationally with any 
group that stands for united opposition to the Fascist 
aggressors I\or such a grouping must include the 
Socialists, and indeed depend upon them for leadership 
and direction Bnhsh Capitalism will have none of 
such an alliance, within or without the League of 
Nations It prefers Hitler and Mussolini to a democracy 
which is based upon the Left® 

Against this set of circumstances one must 
compare the attitude adopted by the Soviet Union 
Stalin has followed a policy, ever since the days of the 
Revolution, calculated to foster peace on earth When 
Papan invaded Manchuria, perhaps, Soviet Russia alone 
helped the victim When the question of Sanctions 
against Italy, as a result of its invasion of Abyssinia, 
came up for discussion in the League of Nations 
Moscow alone supported the measure whole-heartedly 
Kremlins entry into the League of Nations on 
September 18, 1934 was with the clear intention of 
resisting aggression of any sort whatsoever through the 
means of collective security Louis Fischer, whose 
opinion of Russia could not in any way be favourable 
to that country expressed "the Soviet Gavemment was 
the only effectively anti-Fascist Government in the 
world” None of Stalin's utterances can be spotted to 
point out that Russia ever supported aggression Think 
of this in terms of the utterances of the Dictators and 
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you will fully undorsiand who stood for real and lasting 
peao® In the world. But IhU policy of Stalin was never 
with any pacifist Intentlona. He has often dedared In 
the most unmistakable manner that Kussla did not want 
a single patch of foreign lerrttory but she would not 
give up a single Inoh of her own. 

The occnirenoo of this war fully dotnonitrated 
how ooUectlva security was sabotaged by countries who 
stood directly to benefit from It Much earlier than 
the war started Russts' had made proposals to tho 
French and British GovommonU for an effective Anglo- 
Froncb-Sovlet alliance (o counteract the monocing 
Rome^BerUn Tokyo Axis This alliance with tho 
economic support of the United Slates of America would 
have proved to be the strongest bulwark against any 
sort of combination with aggressive Intentions When 
tho Urae came for devising the ways and moans of 
rendering help to Poland Russia once again submitted 
concrete proposals for Implementing such promises of 
assistance British and French Statesmen were rather 
wary In acoopilng such proposals the future events 
oloarly demonstrated The Polish Govemmenl actually 
refused any sort of mUltary assistance by the Rod Army 
They rather preferred their country to bo over run by the 
Kail hordes rather than acce^rt asslatanco from their 
FKJwarful Bed neighbour Neither the British nor the 
French Government dfd any thing In tbolr power to in 
fluenc© the decision of their Polish oorarades otherwise 
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The bankrupt nature of the promises of assiclance 
offered by the British and the French became evident 
when one considered that neither Britain nor Franco 
was in a position to rush esnistance to Poland in the 
event of a Nari Bhtzl reig Russia by reason of her 
proximity to Poland was m an entirely different 
position The substance of Russia's proposals v/as to 
meet the German Army on the Polish soil as it would 
be greatly difficult to check an Army on victorious 
march farther afield British, French and Polish 
Generals greatly under-estimated ' the strength and 
potential value of Soviet assistance to their own 
detriment as the subsequent e^'ents proved All 
through the negotiations with Russia those statesmen 
were follovnng an abortive attempt Chamberlain could 
fly to and back from Hitler at the latter’s beck and call 
while he could only find a Civil Servant of no status in 
the politics of the country to conduct negotiations on 
behalf of England with Russia This minor official one 
Mr Strang, had constantly to refer back and seek in 
struchons from London for each question put by the 
Russians arising out of the negotiations Conse- 
quently the negotiations were unduly delayed Till the 
last minute Mr Chamberlain who said so much on the 
sincerety of the contracting parties at Munich, believed 
in the good will of Hitler and wrote on August 22, 1939, 
a letter calculated to deter Hitler from the contemplated 
march on Poland 
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\Vhat \ho Brittah and Fronch Domocrocloa woro 
planning at that motnont WAS a fort of giving effect to 
their pious hope that HlUor after taking Poland would 
march tafely Into Soviet Union upset the regime thoro 
and plant the Swastika In the Ukraine and the Caucusuu 
In the moan time they could make their plans complete 
In the west and settle accounts with Hitler oubsoquontly 
if at all ho had any plana for conquest In the west To 
coror up all those pious Intentions they put forward that 
Russia should give all sorts of ofislstanco by way of planca 
munitions and lakes but falling short of the Red Army 
contacting Iho lUiehttc^hr This exactly lilted wllh Ihe 
hoblomoUvos oipUctlly carried through In January 1937 
by concluding a Gentleman s agrooment wllh Mussolini 
containing a secret clause (o allow Italy opociol facDlilos 
for sending arms and ommunlUoni to Abyssinia through 
Borbera and Zlelah I The same powers who overshadow 
ed the League of Nations ip Its polldos engineered Ihe 
Sanctions What pious Intentions and with what piety 
they execute their plans l The same principle was adop- 
led In the present case also They wanted to goad Russia 
into a fight with Gennany end during the course of the 
fight remain passive spectators to see both the powers 
losing their strength end of Russia so much so as to make 
Communism Impossible of application even at homo 

These policies became clearly manifest during the 
negotiations and Stalin was not so thick headed as not 
to notloo those In the meanwhile Herr Von Rlbbentrop 
3*a Drtttoh While Paper published In June 1938. 
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placed before him q proposal for a non-aggression pad 
%s'ith Germony No doubt, the pact was greatly helpful 
to Germany at that time, but subsequent events proved 
that Stalin too had much to gam out of the alliance 
This pact has been the cause of much misunderstanding 
of the Soviet’s real intentions For a justification of this 
policy wo shall revert later The world Press speculatod 
on the issues involved by the alliance, in a manner, 
which would set at naught the wildest fiction. Some 
claimed that Stalin had even exacted a promise from 
Hitler to turn Germany Communist Others held that 
Hiller scored a direct victory over Stalin by isolating 
ho Russia from the Democracies for all lime and that 
,/ould take control of Russia gradually — or rather 
Stalin had ployed into the hands of Hitler Mr Neville 
Chamberloin, the then Prime Minister of England, 
remarked that the pact vras a humiliation for Hitler 

While these criticisms \;erc going on ond the i.orki 
v.ar. oacolng through the gra\est moment in it*' history, 
ttu' Diplomatic Corps ot fCremlln were busy negotiating 
a truce ..ith Japan in the East, on the Monqohon v/ar, 
V. hich v.a-- actually signed on September 16, 1939 The 
r-'i! intentions of this t'-uce abo wore enigmatical to tJie 
fbi* '•h and French public They int'''rprt'i''d, or vrrre 
ratin' told by their masters, that the act signifbd 
Pu'sia’s assent to morch m Ih*’ /'Xic plan Vv** shall 
' d qaentlv d "c iss this and try t o ans..rr the charco. s 
'* ' ik I again'-t to* U $ 5! H o.n this C“iunt 'cli 
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German Army confident of thalrdlpIomoUc triumph 
In vnrdlnty olf a light on tho Eajtem fronllor alralght 
away marched Into Poland But Ruaila wai not to tit 
idle and allow tho Nazi hordes appear on the border of 
the Ukraine — tho oblect of Nazi Lobontrautn The Red 
Army on Soplembor 17 1939 marched In and occupied 
the territory which once belonged to Russia* For thla 
act also the has boon greatly vlUflod by the Intemahonal 
Press and public men To a student of contemporary 
fjolllles tho extent to which the Polish Government had 
detorloreled Is not a mailer for conjecture Poland was 
a hot bed for ccuoterrovolulionory aollvllles against tho 
Soviet Union and the Polish Genom) Staff had complelo 
plans for an invasion of Russia m collaboration with tho 
Nazis U might as weU prove to be consoUng to know 
that In tho 196 000 Scfuaro Kilometres of Polish lor 
ritory that pasted to Russian hands more than 7 000 000 
are Ukranlans 3 000 000 White Russians and only 
1 million Poles out of a total of 13 million inhabitanto 
With tho assurance gained out ol a Non-Aggres 
fllon Pact with Germany the USSR, still did not feel 
immune from ertemol threats Finland in collaboration 
wiih the German General Staff had perfected 
the moat secure fortifications on the borderland 
with Russia and preparations had gone far for an 
attack on the Soviet Union The only defect in tho plan 
was that the Soviet was not caught unawares Russia 
at first warned Finland for suoh unwarranted ads ol 
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aggression against her peaceful but powerful neighbour 
To this no heed was given and Finland actually refused 
the concrete suggestions made by the Soviet for the 
continuance of good neighbourly relations between the 
two countries At last an ultimatum was presented, and 
on that being refused, the Soviet-Finnish war started 
Brave little Finland was lauded to the skies Volunteers, 
supplies and all sorts of assistance poured from every 
corner of the Globe Due to certain miscalculations 
made by the Soviet Military Staff the Finnish campaign 
turned out to be not an easy walk-over, and the 
campaign even threatened to emerge as a big offensive 
against the USSR with all the Democracies and the 
totalitarian States arrayed against it But these 
miscalculations were soon rectified and the Finnish war 
was brought to a close For this act of self defence 
also, the country was made the target of venomous 
attack by politicians of all shades in the neutral and 
belligerent countries We shall try to answer these 
charges also in a subseguent chapter 

Efforts were made at this stage for a peace 
between the belligerent countries Russia also suppor- 
ted the move This was also criticised vehemently 
Russia's contention was, that to go to war over Poland 
with the then preparedness of the Democracies was 
beset with grave possibilities Stalin had no miscalcu- 
lations of the German military strength and ihe 
comparative weakness of the Allies Moreover even in 
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!}»■> facj of such woakneu tho Allies wore not prepared 
for any offecUva alliance against aggression Tho United 
States of America wore still hesitant over (ho professed 
war alms of those two countries They wore rather 
dlatrustful of the real Inlontlons of France and Britain 
Tho polItl''aI life In Franco prosented grave eymploros 
There was little or no co-oporatlon with the Army and 
tho PohUolana Oajoftlanrls and othor Fascist agents 
had praparad tho ground lor an early breakdown In 
tho ovant of a crisis This was proved by subsequent 
events Within flftojn days the best French mllllary 
tradition was brought down Stalin a forebodings 
proved to ba correct His warnings were unheodad 
To what roniU tho reader can to-day very well ludgo 

Cauntrloj ono by ono woro ovomin all throughout 
Buropa by tho Naxl hordoo eomo poocofully others 
violently — with a violence tho world had not witnessed 
before The major succresses were not however brought 
about by actual wirfaro Through political maneouvr 
fugs Fifth column activities and augmenting Intomal 
strifes the Nasls brought under the shadow of the 
Swastika the whole of tho continent of Europe excep- 
ting Turkey Sweden and few other nonentlllefl to be 
swallowed up readily at any moment Whore submission 
could not be obtained systems of blaok mailing and 
show of force were resorted to with brilliant results 

Tugoslavla and Greece were the last of the coun 
tries to put up any serious resistance to the Nail 




A ffURVn OF EVENTS 


13 


ad7an(aga Turkof • action dtirlng the past few months 
with ah her professions of friendship with Britain and 
the confident avowals of British victory in the end does 
not seem to convey an encouraging outlook for the 
Allies Turkey is to-day faced with the altomatlve o! 
ranging heraetf whole-heartedly vdth Britain and meet 
the attack of Germany or willingly Incorporate hereelf In 
the new Axis sxib-order 

Dr Goebbel 0 revelation of Russia s demands on 
Turkish territory can either be a fiction or a reasonable 
straieglo proposition for Russia. Strategically Dar 
deneDes and the entrance to the Black Sea are 
vltaUy Important for Russia there Is no doubt But the 
only doubt Is as to under what droumstances Stalin 
might have made such demands Erldently Germany 
wants to link up Turkey with Iraq and Iran In her 
maroh towards Egypt and the East Hitler must have 
actually made plans for such acquisition of the right 
of way through Turkey Knowing fully such plans and 
the fate In store for them the Turks have aoquiosced 
to German demands In that direction Is evident from 
the events In Iraq and Syria They did not much oaro 
for British preoautlons against such, has been clear as 
otherwise they would not have acted likewise It was 
only Stalin a actual or flotlonal demands that made 
possible Turkey a Independence so long And to-day 
Russia and Germany ranged against csach other the 
matter of Turkey s future Independence hangs In the 




CHAPTER reO 
THE FASCIST TECHNIQUE 

1 have no programm® I have only objoctlvea 
and goala All th® rest l« tactica H®rT Hitler Is 
roportad to hav® said to a Journalist Karl Von Wiegand 
What are those obfoctives and what are those tactics 
wo shall presently eiamlne As regards th® objoctlTes 
Hitler and Mussolini have made it clear oountlees of 
thnes that the restoration of th® 1914 boundaries and 
the removal of the stigma and Inferiority complex crooted 
by the Versailles are not their obfectives Their objec 
tive Is something higher and nuUlhoatloo of the 
Versailles is only a tactioal plan adopted for further 
extension Main Kampf gives us the cfue 

‘To demand the resloralliDn of the 1914 frontiers 
Is from every point of view a political foUy which 
amounts to a crime The fronttoTB of 

1914 moan nothing at oU for the future of the German 
nation At another place “^Vhen the territory of the 
Reich Includes all Germans and If the Reich ftnHa 
Itself unable to support them, from that necessity will 
arise Its right to aoquiro foreign territory Th® plough 
will then give plao® to th® sword and the tears of war 
will propar® a harvest for the future world 

Thoroughly aware of this perspective th® British 
and French politicfans hove all along been piously 
demanding the treatment of Germany as a good Big Boy 
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who will protect their hearths, their wives and children 
from some other imaginary menace, in time to come 

Let us examme how Hitler has succeeded in his 
tactics His own speech at Reichenberg on December 
3, 1938, gives the answer 

In January, 1934, I became Chancellor In 1934 
a new Army was created In 1935, the first clause of 
the Versailles Treaty was cancelled by creating compul- 
sory military service 

In 1936, a further clause of the Treaty was can- 
celled by the re-occupation of the Rhineland 

'In the autumn of 1936, the last vestige of inter- 
national control was wiped away Germany for the first 
time since the war, appeared as a world power, deter- 
mined to ask for her rights, if necessary with arms" 

In March 1938, Austria was incorporated in the 
Reich At the same time Italy was not keeping guiet To 
this Axis partner Albania fell victim, which move, many 
of the British polibcians regarded as an aggrandise- 
ment on the part of Italy against its Axis partner This 
myth was only exploded on May 22, 1939, when the Axis 
further afhrmed their alliance by a mutual pact which 
turned over the military c6ntrol of Italy to Germany 
Then followed a series of conquests, Czechoslovakia, 
Poland and the war, to some of which successes 
M Flandin sent greetmgs and Chamberlain toasted 

In all these dampaigns there was kept behind 
a deliberate plan which none of the Democratic 
'Quoted from The Attack From Within by Elwyn Jones 
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f>oljfichrfl could ffv Ihrw'h crt" cl th<~i vat a 

c-^qu^il And non* r! Ih-'-n to I*' 

worth vhiJo to ijo to th« rjtl^n! d d^'c tjr*? war In 
lx*7lnnln^ lh<*nj vai olwayA ih« Bo,ih*»»»l U 

li’md fha ryt* cl lh»' Crtiuh ond th^ Pfi^oh ‘'tacj'if’i 
Ccr* ^^'T Axil partr*^ nrolJAlwiih ca h o h«r 
mock oohil artona vrrc ca~''^i thr>-J7h Tckyo f > 
null 'f any Atcor'con ftcrronlK-n in rr<'ftt c* a Ijiun' 
conlllrt waa wen ora and waj pro-p <*i lo rtnKirk cJi a 
p^aco Lnin^In-j catnpKjn n China w Ih ih* 
nrrttYa ol ^Un^ilini Pn j’i an 1 AmMictn inf -^n t* 
lns*n thn Tar EteT Tn* C'^nr-an rac^l Ihocry onil 
anil lowiah d montiftji-n verv only r'^ant to Ira ja Ihn 
Goman raind lor ihn hitun- enne pj ol Ihmgi I lap* 
cf Europe Afncj and A« a wv*m d» inhu cJ wh^rr n 
Nutria Franco and Cn*a! ntHain mcludmo th^u 
coloni'*^ W'^ro mark*^ aj Gorman ai^a* and II 
llodJterranoan— an iLtUan Lik« Tim importanco a« 
a natal power after ih'' fill of Dnlain wat •turned lo 
Italbnf Ihnl • why the control ol Ih^ Natal lorc^t vaa 
rotalnad wilh the llaluna and lh« control ol !h« ^rrnj 
and Air lorooa with the Germans with ruch tart area* 
lo keep order Goman lactoriei beo^n to turn £tJl 
tropical hotoolfl Gorman Muillmi end drialled military 
maps of all Iho African and Mlddlo Eaal poisottions 
E)r Schachl camo on a mission to find out Ihn Aryan 
sympathioi ol fho Indian llatlonallits particularly Iho 
big builnocamcm competing vrtlh Ihn Drttlah and aasufixJ 
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them of Germany's good intentions towards India 
When he went back, he carried with him detailed 
impressions regarding the economic potentiality of 
this vast subcontinent and plans to exploit it more 
thoroughly He was feasted by all and sundry, and some 
of the Indian Congressmen turned Aryan 

Certain broad outlines are distinctly visible from 
the foregoing Hitler and his partners know fully well 
that all the different nations of the world outside the 
Axis group have no common bond of sympathy 
amongst themselves Moreover, they are so loosely 
knit and rife with internal dissensions that an out- 
sider can very easily get in and manage things for 
his own ends- In fact, in most of the small countries 
the outside agency would be welcomed as a Saviour, in 
other instances, a show of force was only needed to 
bring the victims to submission 

It can be said that with her military strength alone, 
Germany is not m a position to annex all the countries 
which she has been able to annex by this time Taking 
the Balkan countries, for example, let us compare a 
possible combination of their military strength with 
that of Germany Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, Rumariia, 
Greece and Turkey have a peace-time strength of 140 
divisions against which Germany can never ^expect an 
easy walk over Some of these countries are possessed 
of the best military tradition, particularly Gt’dece, 
which made a very brilliant show of her toughhC^ss in 
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Ihl* war and Turlteir with her Inhoront military quallHofl 
Before Ihete cotmtrlei woro vanquiJhed one by one 
they were not devoid of any *ort of alliance 
Cxechoslovakla Tugptlarla and Rumania formed tho 
Little Entente and Turkey Greece Rumania and 
Yugoslarla formed the Balkan Entente Moreover these 
oountrlef are of much atraleglo Importance in the event 
of an attack on Germany Suoh a combination with a 
more cordial understanding with Soviet Russia would 
bore formed the strongest bulwark against aggression 
of any kind It was against such a combination Hitler 
set hla secret service agents Faioirt doctrinaires and 
Diplomatic corps to undermine wean one from the 
other and finally sublugate all of them 

The same principle has been adopted in Isolating 
the Western Powers from Russia A Franco^rltlsh 
Soviet alliance was and Is ellU viewed by Hast Germany 
as the most Inrlnctblo combination To evoid such an 
understanding Hitler adopted one of tho greatest tactics 
of fomenting the political benkruptoy of the French 
and British statesmen through his antl-Communist 
professions. The bluiJ sucoaeded and he could 
annihilate France and Its bordering States In no time 
AH the while the peot with Russia safeguarded the 
Eastern fl a nk of his Army In this Hitler has gained and 
the Demooraoles Including Russia have miserably failed 
But to lay the blame for this on Russia alone is not 
JiittJUable as we have already seen from the foregoing 
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analysis The charges against the Soviet Union will be 
further answered in a subsequent chapter 

To lay blame on France for its capitulation does not 
save Britain from its responsibility I do not think the 
campaign on the continent was planned with imaginati- 
on To give guarantee to Poland without perfecting the 
means for implementing the same was a blunder of 
serious consequences The most immediate of the conse- 
quences was that Poland was over-run in no time with 
untold sufferings for its inhabitants But equally important 
was that the Balkan Countries learned a lesson from it 
They began to distrust British sincerety and the usefulness 
of British assistance in the event of an emergency, and 
they and the French were told so by the Germans repe- 
atedly Dr GoebbeTs propaganda machinery squeaked 
day and night to impress on the small countries and the 
French middle class, tottering on the brink of a precipi- 
tate fall, that the English people were prompting them to 
fight the battle for safeguarding Bntain's interests and 
not a whit of their own They were told to believe that 
the British did not care much for the safety of these small 
States but all they cared pertained to their own safety 
and their comparative strength at the time of peace 
British withdrawals from the other theatres of war have 
only confirmed this notion among the small countries 

and hence their mistrust in British offers of assistance 

» 

England could have acted in an entirely diffe- 
rent manner They should have reasonably taken the 
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bnmt of the first attack on their own shoulders from the 
very beginning Instead of reserving their ah for the lost 
and thus kept her Allies going ^ a longer while than 
was possible tn the present tbne Qolng for a longer 
while Is meant tn two different senses. First, they would 
have resisted for a longer duration, and secondly they 
would not kave been weaned away from the Allies by 
enemy propaganda- Any reasonable person would 
understand the validity of my second statement- If the 
British wer e not to lose sympathy of the French, even 
after the defeat of France occupied France would have 
presented Germany with very serious dlifloultles pre 
sently and with erplosivo possibilities sooner than 
expected- Through systematio propaganda calcajlated to 
rouse the basest of feelings and hatred against England in 
the French mind, the politicians and the laymen tn that 
country ore to day receding from the BrlUsh and the 
demooraiio idea of things rapidly and ore being won over 
to the Fascist concepL That is a serious problem when we 
think of driving the enemy from the occupied countries 
when wo take the olfensire which has been promised 
and without which there can be no vlotoiy for democracy 
^Through the skilful and persistent application of propa 
gnnda, an entire people con bo shown Heaven as Hell 
and equally the most miserable life con be made to 
seem paradise Hitler has demorutrated with his aotions 
The Franoo-Brlttih union or fusion was belated 
vdsdom French politicians did not seriously view It 
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was evident from their inattention to that demon'itra- 
tion British stotesmen, I moan oi the more liberal and 
democratic minded lot, should have found an example 
from their own midst, of hoi.’ far Iinanciol interest and 
consequential narrow minaednoss could go in betraying 
freedom, democracy and all the virtues ossociated with 
it and ally with Fascism and its symptoms of regim- 
entation, for the sake of safeguarding their monetaiy’ 
interests Counterparts of the category outlined above 
were countless m France and the French political 
machinery was virtually controlled by these people 
Popular will and feelings were forcibly subdued to the 
will and caprices of the two hundred famines, and the 
Army, permeated v/ith fascist ideas, were planning things 
m an unhealthy direction To trust such a lot without 
properly examining their credentials was a folly on the 
part of England They didn't even imagine that tlieir 
comrades were actually planning a mortgage of the house 
and property, to evade a distraint warrant issued by the 
lawful creditor ( the French citizens and workers ), to a 
third party v/ith the hope of being allowed to live therein 
under the powerful protection of such third party 

Germany is playing the same trick with Turkey and 
America Vain pleas, assurances and threats are woven 
in a constant stream of propaganda intended for 
consumption m these countries Moreover, Axis sympatln- 
sers and agents are actively employed m neutralising the 
effect of pro-democratic elements in these countries Big 
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bxifllnosfimon are oppaalod vdlh oconomic prospocto imdor 
a German hegemony and the aaTing from gradual Bolshevl 
eabon— a reverse terribly dreaded by every one of them 
Money la alroady pouring Into Turkey for they need It 
and Turks are a gullible sort of people Few men like 
Rooeevolt and Cordell Hull caimot turn Heaven over earth 
pitted against such an army of big builnosa and aentl 
mental hobnobs deliberately digging their own graves 

I say Franco<Brltiah tmlon was belated wisdom for 
this reason Germans could then tell the Frenchmen 
that Britain without actually fighting had subjuga ed 
thorn by a masterly etroko of British statoamanshlp 
Anti English elements exaggerated on this and Gormons 
lent them support more and more France was not then 
standing she was falling and those meant terrible words 
and painful Ideas Suppose we tcMday tell the Italians 
after thetr major defeats In Airioa and Greece that 
the Gormans have planned the battle to bring thorn and 
their nation under German control and that HlUor and 
not Mussolini would henceforth be ruling over thorn I 
believe Englishmen ought to begin telling so to Italians 
now Instead of engaging the Propaganda Ministry to 
tabulate points for talk on India. Bundles of propaganda 
materia] and leaflets must be smuggled into Italy or 
thrown In the faoo of Italians saying that by being 
dragged into a war against demoorncy they have bocomo 
victims to the Nail monster We should tell them so wo 
should also toll the Finns the Rumanians the Dutchmen 
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and everybody on the continent of Europe likewise 
Not in plain common language with diplomatic niceties, 
but in a language endowed with violence, spirit and 
revolutionary import And then imagine how the Italians, 
Finns, Rumanians, Poles, Frenchmen and Dutchmen 
would take it T|ie/ would all prove to be a stiff lot for 
the Germans to control 



CHAPTER THREE 

CHARGES AGAINST THE SOVIET UNION 
Tho Ruaao-G«rmon Pact of Augmt 1939 hao 
boon tho oblect of mudi apoculation orittdsm and heart 
breating Mr Loula Fischer that roputod author 
following e v o f y m an • opinion has produced a book 
tltlod ^S*ahn and Hitler" which doetn t glvo credit to 
Its author Ho has made cortatn conclusions princi 
poDf that a ^ango camo over tho Kromlln Govortunonl 
in 1936 Slalln turned KallonalUt and with, tho Nait 
Sovtot Pact in August 1939 ho joined tho camp of tho 
aggressors How far thoso conclusions are correct 
the reader would have judged by the time ho 
lays down this short analysis Tho ground has 
olrsady been covered In the matter that England and 
Franco coantred ever since the advent of Fascism to 
power both In Italy and Germany to use this force 
against the rising Communism In Russia Communism 
is red rag stUl to many of the members of the ruling 
Cabinet tn England If any one says that Stalin has not 
got to take lesson from this must be then, that one Is dls 
crediting hlB own reasoning capacity Suppose that 
Stalin went to war with Germany over the Issue of Poland 
after a successful Franoo-Brittsh-Sovlet alliance In 
August 1939 what would have been the fate of Russts 
to^y ? The victorious Nail hordes In Poland would then 
have marched Into Russia, and engaged the Red Army 
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there ( according to ‘ the terms of the agreement with 
Poland proposed at that time, the Russian Army would 
meet the enemy on Russidn territory and not on Polish 
soil ) With what disastrous results, I believe subsequent 
events have fully demonstrated The French or the 
British sending immediate assistance either to Poland or 
Russia, apart from their mental reservations at that time, 
was not a practical possibility because of transport 
difficulties and strategic reasons How far the British 
and French Premiers were sincere in their guarantees to 
Poland, in that matter, the Poles in the days of the Nazi 
Bhtzhetg fully realised Stalin did not allow himself to 
be duped by such promises, had the effect of putting him 
on the Black list according to Democratic public opinion 
A man who alone had the courage to disregard the 
Fascists and act as if they were not in existence, when 
Chamberlains and hundreds of his counter-parts both m 
England and France were bent upon wooing the Dictators, 
was the next day another aggressor before the eyes 
of the world, simply because, he didn't want his country 
to be over-run by the Nazis 

The Red Array's preparedness for a major war in 
1939 can only be relatively less than what is its 
preparedness to-day. The world could form their own 
opinion from the Russo-Finnish war without hunting for 
expert opinion Stalin, more than any one else, realised 
this and acted accordingly In the event of a major war 
breaking out against Russia in August 1939, Stalin v/ould 
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have boon rtKTUlrod to engnqo himeelf tn battlo not on 
one front but on two fronli Tho understanding 
between Gennany and Jepen fn ^tuquit 1939 was more 
complete and reciprocal then ft fi fo^y everybody 
would admit Democracies also Inew that fully but the 
tafety of Pussia they were not much after Rurala 
defeated and occupied by Germany and fapan, would 
stlU bo bolter from the Frendi American and Briliih view 
point, for tho reason U not their Govcmmonli at lea,l 
their cilLeru would have the opportunity of espleltlng 
that hlthorto closed region to thoir mutual advantage 
It would also remove for some y ari at lead the haunllnq 
spectre oJ CommunUm from the world 

It was the Russo^orman Pact that Inducr^ thr* 
Axis partner Japatt to make overtures to Pussia Th<i 
truce on tho hfongolian war was signed on Sep 
t^^mbor 16 1939 Thu truce U significant for two 
reasona fn spite of the Pact concluded in August 1939 
Stalin was not sure of Hitlers prolocilons of good wU 
Ho was still afmid of a mafor conflict arising cut of tho 
Rod Arrays march into Poland In tho event of euch a 
conflict ho wanted to give a short relief tohls faroailem 
wing of tho Army and concentrate his allenllon on the 
west The August Pact thoroughly exposed the hollow 
ness of tho AntuCoramlntom alliance It simply cut 
through tho roots and the trunk withered down to ruins 
in no time Stalin accompUthod with a few pieces of 
paper a reraorkablo achlovenjont of isolating for a while 
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at least, these two partners in a plunderer's game, and 
Rome blinked at the whole episode The Red Army 
marched into Poland on September 17,' 1939, the very 
next day after the signing of the truce with Japan 
Mr Louis Fischer mterprets this as a premeditated pl&n 
with Hitler , but how he does it I cannot understand Is 
it an intellectual jugglery ? It cannot be common sense 
any way 

What has been Stalin's gams out of the August 
1939 Pact Let me quote extensively and verbatim from 
an Editorial which appeared in an Indian evening News- 
paper, whose opinion of the Russo-German war perhaps 
IS the most clearheaded It cannot be suspected of 
communistic tendencies, however 

*Stalm had not been unmindful of the eventual 
conflict with Germany And at every stage, he had 
been dnving a hard bargain, which gave him more than 
what he parted with 

*The hrst gam is what one can’t buy in any market 
or produce in any factory — ^Time He has had nearly 
two years in which to tie up the loose ends of the Soviet 
Plan In the military sphere 

'Secondly, he has taken the Russian border to the 
pre-Great War position Half of Poland, all the Baltic 
Republics, Bessarabia and Bukovina, closer diplomatic 
contacts with Japan, ostensibly to help Germany but 
certainly motivated differently — all these, Stalin has had 
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at no greater cost than a bottle of Int and a few chools 
of parchment 

ThtrdlT ho has hod lor tho last ono toot and a 
half tho help of Gorman tochntetans and ono may bo 
euro that tho Russians have takon good care to provide 
against tho risks Involved 

Fourthly ho can now bo sure In a way ho could 
not bo In Soptombor 1939 o! tho cordial co-oporatlon 
of BrlUan and tho USA 

If to these you can add tho advontago of a bettor 
understanding with Japan — that is oxtremoly doubtful— 
then there can bo no d ubt that Stalin haa played hb 
hand moet adroitly 

*Tho policy can bo considered unwise only If 
Russia wero fit to face Germany In conllicrt at any cariKir 
stage On that no outsider can Judge 

But you may ask. Is Russia more fit now than in 
Soptombor to face the German challenge ? 

Presumably Yoi Stalin has been clear eyed Ho 
was prepared to co-operate with tho Domocraolos at tho 
time of the Munich PacU But with Czechoslovakia 
wiped out and Colonel Bocks Poland remaining os pig 
headed as ever he had no choice but to obldo hts time 
Ho was never under any illusion about Germany e Inton 
Uons regordtng Russia 

Tho above la only ono tide of the picture THb 
S latetmnn in an editorial on June 28 1941 prosonto 
Ihe opposite view that Russia s entry into the war 
^ Tb» To/eyropA dsied Juoe 23 1941 


Ruorian spoVocmcn bonHninr; o! tho Runso 

— German war dec'ared thal Ru‘''-.tan rtrotciy Is rot 
based on outside {isslstanco Tli.il "<p]a ns the nole 
of Russian attitude towards the othc’’ nalten’-. Fio.i. 
post professions of all these counimr rh^ lias roarci. 
to distrust their altitude tov ards her Hvop nov/ I do net 
thinf, they want Russia to \an fho war ogainst Germany 
They believo that both tho countries will be so worn out 
by the time the war is over, and tho AHics ro much 
strengthened, that the influence oi those countries would 



CHARGES AGAIHST THE SOVIET UNION 


31 


not count at all In world politics Hero also for such a 
dhort sighted view of the war and the resulting policy 
which is put Into execution, you cannot blamo Ruwla 

The n^rt important obargo against Russia is the 
annexation of^half of Poland which used to be Busalan 
teniiory before As wo have already seen that In the 
area occupied by Russia out of a population of 13 million 
only 1 mllHon are Polos and the rest Ukrainians White 
Russlana and Jews The Poles have been notorious for 
their treatment of non Polish minorities In the country 
and what apology there used to be for such an arbitrary 
State was over by the Government ceasing to be repre 
Bentattve of Its national character Moreover it Is oxtre 
mely dangerous to allow Germany lo get a foot hold os 
near to the Ukraine and the industrial areas of White 
Pussia, An attack on these regions by Gormans from 
occupied Poland is wrought with serious poesiblllties la 
being demonstrated by the progress of the German 
campaign in the present war 

The more serious of the charges levelled against 
the Union Is its attack on Finland A Moeoow Radio 
communique Issued on Juno 36 1941 throws much light 
on this oontrovoriy 

•Obviously not against Ftnland that the USSR 
need to take precautions but It was roahsad that Ger 
many would have used Finnish territory for an attack on 
the Soviet Union The position of Leningrad would have 
been utterly untenable with the border line which existed 
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before the Soviet-Finnish war The real caus’e of 
the first Russo-Fmnish war was the presence m Europe 
of an aggressor It was this that compelled the Soviet 
Union to seek security in reverting to the old policy of 
acquiring strategic positions If the Finnish people are 
again involved in a war to-day it is quite accurate to say 
that they are merely the innocent victims of the German 
aggressor Because it is Germany that Russia fought in 
Fmland in 1940 and it is Germany she fights there 
to-day 

^Finland ought to know that she is being 
bombed only on account of the presence of German 
troops on her territory The aggressor in Finland is 
really Germany Moscow does not know what the Fin- 
nish declaration unplies but at any rate Finland will do 
what IS dictated to her by the Germans 

There are some admirable publications by eminent 
British politicians which throw much light on the Finnish 
question, unfortunately which are not available to the 
Indians These show with much clarity the extent to 
which British interests had got entangled in the Finnish 
affair Finland, such a small country with not much 
resources how could she go to the extent of building a 
net work of fortifications known as the Mannerheim hne, 
which according to the best military authorities equals 
or 13 superior to the Siegfried or Ma’gmot line, has yet 
to be answered Without German technical assistance 
and British monetary advances such a line could not 
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haro boon bullL With wha! purpoco euch c Uno >.aa 
built ? Finland* locurlly was noter thrcotonod Thoro 
wsi no Indication of any tori of tonalon botwoen Putvia 
ond Finland. Eton whon Rutcia protenlod hor ultima 
him sho did no^ want thn Finn* to lurronder their Indo 
pendenco All that iho wantod waa Finland thould 
coase to be a tool in tho hands of other nations acting 
at a spring board for an attack on tho Soviet Unton by 
any of these power* or all of thorn combtnod The 
reaionabJoao** o! Russian dym&nda evuid bo gauged 
from tho fact that Rusala was prepared to code much 
more lorritory to FlrUand than t hat »ho was requlrod to 
coda to Punla- Tho importance of tho territory coded 
to PuMla IS puralf military and that too in a way not for 
the defonco of Finland aga(n*t an attack by a third parly 
but for an attack on Leningrad All the Pusilan 
demands were refused and Russia hod to go to war with 
Finland for onforcement of her domandi Even wlion 
the war was won by Russia to the dlscomflluro of all the 
power* Involved Pussla did not wont Finnish Indepon 
donee to be surrendered The Government at Helsinki 
including that reactionary General Baron Von Manner 
helm were allowed to function as before Cempare tlUs 
with the attitude of Germans towards a conquered 
country In Poland If report* are true every Jow has 
been either put In prison or compulsorily iterillied 
Young polish girls have been forcibly tom away frtm 
their homo* and drafted to German ammunition and 
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other factories German officials in odcupied countries 
are strictly warned not to fraternize with the local 
population A regime of terror has been set up every- 
where and the local citizens are treated as worse than 
dogs Their Armies have been disarmed and the equip- 
ment transferred to the German Regiments Nazi plun- 
denngs and lootings are ceaselessly gomg on and 
whole villages and streets are demolished and the 
citizens shot for acts of discourtesy or provocation 
against such fiendish Germans Universihes have been 
closed and hundreds of students shot dead Scientific 
education is denied to all except Germans under fear 
that if others are given the opportunity they would one 
day rise in revolt and defeat the Germans 

One has only to compare these with the reports, of 
the whole of the civilian population in Finland, Estonia, 
Latvia, Lithuania and Poland welcoming the Red Army 
and their national Parliaments unanimously voting for 
incorporation of their respective countries m the Soviet 
Union Certam reports, by British and American Press 
Correspondents durmg the Russo-Finnish war, were illu- 
minatmg m this matter Hundreds of Russian Bombers 
flew over Fmnish territory m wave after waves bombing 
severely, but no casuahties to human hves or property 
were reported Russians could not be so foolish as to 
allow their Bombers to be shot down by Finnish artillery 
without mflictmg Equally severe losses on the Finns 
They could not be wasting their ammunition on the 
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matddilA, lakes and tho hlUa It ia therefore evident that 
the Ruwlana did not want to inflict lowet on their 
Flnnlah brethren'^ the Innocent civilians In fact all these 
Bombers were encjayed In raining leaflets over the dvi 
llan popiilatlon exposing the intrigues of their pro^Faidst 
masters This was In the beginning of the war Russia 
bad to modify her tactics on aooount of the stubborn 
Hnnish resistance as subsequent reports clearly showed 
And you hear to-day tho Gcvomment at Bucharest run 
nlng away from tho Capital to an unknown destination 
due to the effectiveness of Russian bombing of the 
Rumanian Capital The GovemmeDt at Helsinki Is 
once again controlled by Nazis and Hitler in his 
proclamation of war against Russia on June 22 1941 
deolared At this moment the greatest marching 
in the world la taking place German troops to- 
gether with Finnish Dlvtslons and the conquerors of 
Norway under the command of the Commanding Officer 
Norway are morohlog together form East Prussia to the 
Carpathian. The very next day the Finnish Minister In 
England gave out the information that the Flxmlsh people 
were being dragged into the war against their will 
Then how the German Feuhrer could declare that tho 
Finns were marching against Euasla in tho north the day 
previous ? It Is evident there Is a huge clique ruling In 
Helsinki who have given the Germans a blank card 
regarding Finnish foreign relations without consulting 
the Finnish Parliament or the people This explains how 
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far Finland has gone m truck with the aggressive nation 
and how far her national interests are safe in the hands 
of these traitors 

Further, the incorporation of the Baltic States i e 
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania in the Soviet Union is a 
fact to which democratic public opinion cannot take^ 
exception As Hitler pointed out in his war proclama- 
tion, these were intended against Germany and not 
against any other power Moreover these were not 
prompted by desires for conquest but purely from 
motives of self defence And it was exactly on these 
points the British rapproachment v/ith Russia was 
held up till the outbreak of the Russo-German War 
Britain refused to recognise the annexation of these 
countries and Sir Stafford Cnpps did find it very hard 
to impress the Soviet Government as to the sincere 
desire of England for any effective alliance with Russia 
But for the premature declaration of war by Germany 
the v/hole world would have still found these two great 
nations isolated as ever and the cause of world freedom 
and democracy hanging in the balance 

We must now examine the charges Hitler has 
against the Soviet Union These are the points on 
which democratic public opinion should now focus 
attention, for in these they would find the far seeing 
motives of the Kremlin You may imagine for yourself, 
m whose hands the cause of democracy is safe, in the 
hands of Stalin, who by every action of his has brought 
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Gennany nearer to lt« end or in the hand* of those of 
the Allied Statesmen who have given way to Hitler ono 
by one and enhanced hi# hold on Exirope # *maUer 
nations 

Wbat are the*© charges of Hiller against Stalin ! 
The German note to the Soviet on the declamllon of 
war and the Feuhror a speech are well worth studying 
After sketching the circumstances which brought about 
the pact on August 23 1939 both of thpm continue 
to bring out a catalogue of charges agalnit the Soviet 
UnloTL About the terms of the Pact Herr Von 
Htbbentrop stated the essence of those Agreement* 
consisted in (1) Reoiprooal engagement on the part 
of both states not to attack one another and to live on 
peaceful and neighbourly terms and (2) A definition of 
spheres of Interest the German Reich renouncing all 
Influence la Finland Latvia Estonia end Lithuania and 
Be**arabla with lenitorle# of the Former Polish state as 
far as a line formed by the rivers Nared Bug and San 
being Incorporated In Russia in accordance with the 
desire of the Soviets The note further adds that tho 
Reich Government made adjustments In her policies to 
bring Into effect the terms of the agreement but the 
Soviet persisted In continuing Its Anti German actlrltlo* 
The major evidence dted in support of the declaration 
are M Krlsov the Commissar of the Ogpu arranging a 
systematic course of training for sabotage In Germany 
and occupied territories and the contents of a document 



38 


MUST WE FIGHT ? 


alleged to have been unearthed in Belgrade which 
had the remarks 'The USSR, will not react until 
opportune moment occurs. The Axis powers have further 
dissipated their forces and the USSR Will conse- 
quently strike a sudden blow against Germany * ' Then 
the Soviet union is further charged with the act of 
extending her frontiers and increasing her military 
power while Germany was engaged in mortal combat 
in the west with Britain and France The note conti- 
nues 'Although the Soviet Government had declared 
during the Moscow negotiations that they would never 
make the first move towards achieving a settlement of 
the Bessarabian question, the German Government 
were informed on June 24, 1940 by the Soviet Govern- 
ment that they were now determined to settle the 
Bessarabian question by force It was stated at the 
same time that the Soviet claims also extended to 
Bukovina, that is to say a territory which was ancient 
Austrian Crown land, and never belonged to Russia and 
had, moreover, not even been mentioned at the time of 
the Moscew negotiations ' In spite of all these affronts 
the Reich continued to carry its obligations Including, 
the note added, the large scale resettlement scheme 
whereby all Germans in the areas occupied by the 
USSR were brought back to Germany 

The further charges which the Fuehrer's oration 
and the note contain are connected with the demands 
purported to have been made by M Molotov when he 
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vlilted Boriin at the Invitation of tho Goman Foroign 
Minister These are 

•(1) The Soviet union desired to give a guaranleo 
to Bulgaria end over end above this to conclude with 
her A pact of assistance on the tame lines at those 
concluded with tho Baltic italcg that la providing for 
mlUtarf bases 

( 2 ) Tho Soviet union demanded on Agreement 
In the form of a treaty with Turkey for tho purpose of 
providing on tho basts of a long term loaso bases for 
Soviet land and navaHoreds on tho Bosphorus and in 
the Dardenellos 

(3) Soviet Union declared that once more it felt 
itself threatened by Finland and therefore demanded 
complete abandonment of Finland by Germany Thoso 
were refused by Germany but as regards tho second 
term even well Informed circlos In Ankara doclaro theso 
as to be products of Dr Goobbole Imagination rather 
than fact The Soviet Government have also empba 
floally denied the charge In this rospoct. 

It Is also alleged that the Soviet Government 
obfeoted to Grennany s taking milltaxy preoauttons In 
Bulgaria directed against the British and published a 
deolaraUon which was of a character hostile to tho 
Roloh Tho Soviet Government on April 5 1941 oonclu 
ded a friendly agreement wUh tho Illegal Government of 
OoneTol Slmovltoh, which was to lend moral support 



40 


MUST WE FIGHT ? 


to the anti-German putsch in Yugoslavia and with its 
weight, assist the joint Anglo-Jugoslav-Greek front 

It is also stated that ®at the same time German 
troops were being concentrated on Rumanian and 
Bulgarian territory against the growing landing of Bri- 
tish troops in Greece, the Soviet Union, now obviously 
in concerted achon with the British, was attempting to 
stab Germany in the back by, firstly giving Yugoslavia 
open political aid, secondly, attempting to move Turkey 
to help Russia in her aggressive attitude, towards Bul- 
garia and Germany by an agreement not to attack her 
and to concentrate her army m very favourable strategic 
positions in Thrace , and thirdly, by itself concentrating 
a strong force along the Rumanian frontier in Bessarabia 
and along Moldavia ” 

In all these charges brought against the Union, 
one fact emerges as true, that is, the Soviet Union had 
no illusions regarding the professed German friends- 
ship In spite of this clear proposition British States- 
men were stUl distrustful of the Kremlin^s attitude and all 
sorts of speculations regarding the Soviet Foreign policy 
were allowed to be spread through British propaganda 
channels in India, the Dominions, the America and 
England A vestige of the interpretation of Russian 
Foreign policy as it affected India could be gained 
from a Simla Communique issued through the Asso- 
ciated Press on the question of Indian reaction to 
the Russo-German war which declared ''The Soviet 
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absorption in mo«Ung the attook must load 11 It has not 
already led to immoblUBatlon so far as any designs 
that they may hare had in the direction of India • North 
West Frontier are oonoemed However it resolved to 
Germany s part to toaoh wisdom to the Allies when they 
lacked It altogether 

All through the past two years of Kremlin s pro- 
fessed friendship with Berlin Stalin has been uneasy of 
the Natl s growing might But he still refused to be 
moved Into a policy of direct opposition to Berlin- 
Ehirlng the beginning of June this year when rumours of 
increasing tension between Russia end Germany began 
to spread Mosoow issued emphatic denials Reports 
from Moecow the day before the declaration of war by 
Germany tended to give the impression that all was well 
between Russia and Germany However rumours per 
Blsted In pouring out probably Inspired by Nazi mech 
anlzaUons with a view to squeezing out ooncessloas 
from Stalin at the last minute and interpreted aooor 
dtngly by all conoemed that Germany was going to 
attack Russia. Stalin wanted the day of reckoning with 
the Nazis to be postponed as far as praotlcable so that 
he might perfect his military maohlne to meet the Na-J 
onslaught, severe It would be as proved by the pro- 
gress of the war That was the essence of his policy 
though he wanted a rapproaohment with the Allies Just 
as the Allies wanted a rapproaohment with Russia How 
such a rapproaohment would turn the soalo against Russia 
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was what he Was anxiously worried about Mr Anthony 
Eden pointed out in a speech in the House of 
Commons, in the presence of the Soviet Ambassador, 
M Maisky, on Tuesday June 24, 1941 *At every 
phase in recent history in the development of Anglo- 
Soviet relations, we were always retarded by the attention 
paid by the Soviet Union to the observance of their pact 
with Germany" The action of Stalin all these days have 
been very careful , careful in the sense that his work 
all these twenty years should not be wasted Mr Eden 
m the same speech indicated how devoid of foundations 
were Ribbentrop's charges against the Soviet Union in 
the matter of Anglo-Soviet co-operation At another 
place in his speech Mr Eden gave further concrete 
evidence of Stalin's scrupulousness in this regard ®We 
at the Foreign office were already convmced from in- 
formation at our disposal that Hitler, true to his usual 
technique, was going to attack Russia from behind the 
smoke-screen of his Non- Aggression Pact With Prime 
Minister's consent, I told the Soviet Ambassador of 
the information at our disposal and of the danger which, 
I was convinced, confronted his country I gave him at 
his request details of that information as we thought 
we were bound to do But even at that late hour, 
the Soviet Government were careful to avoid any 
expression of opinion which might seem to throw 
doubt on their observance of their engagement with 
Germany" 
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M. Molotov denying the charge# In the Fuehrer# 
declaration and the note handed over by the German 
Foreign Minister gave out “The attack on our 
country ha# been made In tplte of the fact that 
throughout the time this pact wa# valid the German 
Government could not furnish proof that the Govern 
ment of the USSR ha# ever Infringed a tingle one 
of the clause# of the pact and until the 

last minute the Gterman Government had made no 
representation to the Soviet Government With criminal 
Ingenuity the German# launched an attack on a 1500 
mile front two hour# prior to the formal declaration of 
war But the fact was that Kusslan# were not entirely 
taken by surprise because of Stalin s realisation of Hitler a 
ultimate intentions. Any other country would have 
reeled by such a surprise attack with the force of the 
whole of Germany’s mllllary machinery thrown into the 
battle from the Arctlo Ocean to the Black Sea In 
meeting such a foe under such treacherous ctrcum 
■tanoes the USSR needs not only our full sympathy 
but material aislitanoe In whatever form It oon take 



CHAPTER FOUR 

WHAT WE SHOULD GUARD AGAINST 

Thera is a wide spread opinion that the Demo- 
cracies should not actively support the Soviet Union in 
its war against Germany This section of the popula- 
tion base their argument on the fact that the internal 
political structure of Russia is widely different from and 
antagonistic to their viewpoint It is not the Indian 
public alone who share this suicidal outlook, majority of 
Americans and Englishmen have the same outlook as 
could be seen from despatches cabled out from 
Washington and London on June 22, 1941, depicting 
the latest reaction in those countries to the Russo- 
German War Reuters' Washington message contained 
these words 

*Of the immediate importance, as seen here, is the 
fact that the attack on Russia means that the invasion 
of Britain is definitely postponed The question whether 
Russia, which has helped Germany, should now be 
given Allied aid is being discussed avidly and opinions 
differ widely There is no love here, for Russia, nor the 
policy she has pursued but realists appreciate that 
anything which helps destroy Hitlerism is good * 

After having experienced so much of humiliation 
at the hands of Fascism vast sections of humanity should 
nurture minor sympathies with the creed is rather 
a pitiable phenomenon Fascism is the avov/ed enemy 
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of ciTiUxatlon and ordorly pnxjTMs the Hlllorroglmo 
on the continent ha* fuDy donionflratod It exercito* 
a diabolical terror over the minds of the cUlxen* through 
systems of espionage cold murder forlos of protracted 
and painful torture In concentration camp* and 
demonstration* of fiendish might to suppress any and 
every tort of opposition to the syilom A common 
method adopted by the State aulhorttlo* Is that of 
bribing Innooont children by offering prlies and other 
revrards in ichools for betraying their own parents by 
reporting simple expressions of opinion In their prlvalo 
talks at home to the socrot police What prospects 
such a system of Govominont holds to these people no 
eane penon can guess 

Even Mr Churchill In hie speech loon after tho 
declaration of war by Germany on Russia hod some 
hard words to say In the matter of Ideological diffo 
renoe between tho Government of Britain and -the 
Qovemmenl of Russia- *1116 regime Is Indlstlnguish 
able from tho worst features of Communism- No ono 
has been more a oooslstont opponent of Communism 
than I have been for the last twenty five years I will 
unsay no word that I have spoken about IL Those are 
the words which Dr Goebbel s propaganda machinery 
will now set to enlarge upon to Impress the neutral 
minds and the subjected populace In occupied coun 
tries with the idea that tho enemy s camp ti divided 
and that they would not be In a poetUon to offer 
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concerted resistance to the all powerful German military 
machine With these words he will now on spread 
defeatism and terror m the minds of all who are now 
under the yoke of Nazism and who look with anxiety the 
vast horizon to see a glimmering of hope to redeem them 
from this monstrous bondage With the same words he 
will bombard the American mind, the minds of the 
millionaire businessmen and the commoner and pave 
the way for potential fifth column activities in all 
these states 

Regrettably enough, the statements of all impor- 
tant British and American personalities are tinged 
with the same feeling and the same dark spots with 
which the enemy can now onwards erect strong barr- 
iers in all these countries to offset the renewed efforts 
and vigour of large masses of citizens directed towards 
the task of defeating Fascism from the homeland and 
the mternational front Mr Anthony Eden’s words 
*The political systems of our two countries ( Russia 
and Britain ) are antipathetic Our ways of life are 
widely divergent . . . Britain has probably fewer 

Communists than any nation in Europe I always hate 
that creed ... ” and conservative Mr Robertson's 

remarks *The many millions of the King’s very loyal 
Roman Catholic subjects, we hate both Communism and 
Nazism We would support whatever measures may be 
necessary so long as the Government stand by their 
assurances that they do not wish to withdraw their 
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F^rovknu opinion of Communism as a orood loovo tho 
samo loophole (or the onomr to drlre a wcidgo Into tho 
home front and split It graduallr but ffteadily This bad 
taste is not characteristic of the liberal and conserratlTe 
mombere alone but also of Influential Trade Unionists 
as evidenced by tho remark of Mr Jhon Marshbolnij 
Secretary of the Katlonal Union of Hallway*men who 
remarked Thoco who enter the slnigglo with us oro out 
friends and Allies but they must understand that we do 
not compromise with our principles Commenting on 
this feature an Indian Dally vrtoto by way of Editorial 
*It Is passing strange that It seems to bo against tho 
grain of any member of tho British Oovemment to think 
of Russia and bohave towards Russia without any 
mental reserve Mr NerlUo Chtunborialn was not troub. 
led by any sqxwomlsh ideas about Naxlsm when ho wont 
all out to plaoato Hitler His visit to Mussolini did not 
betray any groat horror on his part for the professions 
and praclloes of Fasdsnu U is only Communism that 
tills tho Briton s mind with holy horror And tho same 
paper also wrote subtoquonUy one cannot help fooling 
that, so long as tho British Government Is swayed by 
City interests and other vested interests the anti 
Communbl bias is dtftioult to get rid of. oven though 
It must bo admitted that tho Influonco of those Inloresis 
is slowly diminishing 

What wo should guard against is the poealblllty 
of a slackening of the war efforts on tho port of our 
Tbo Teltgraph, daiod Juno 23. 1941 
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country and that of England, her Dominions and 
America, engineered by such feeling as outlined above 
Expression of similar remarks too frequently will only tend 
to spread the defeatist mentality and pave' the way 
for fifth column activities Nazi fifth column works 
right at the top and actually its recruits are from the 
biggest businessmen, Civil Servants 'i and Mihtary 
Officials as seen from the experience of Norway, France 
and Rumania India has not escaped from Nazi 
attention in this regard and how far fifth column 
activities have taken hold of the public mind can 
be gauged from the utterances of prominent public 
personalities There is also a widespread belief 
that Hitler is a Saint endowed with certain mission 
and to go under the Nazi heels is not in any way 
detrimental These foolish individuals base their 
arguments on the assumption that Hitler is 'extremely 
virtuous because of his abstentions and being a teetotaller 
and a vegetarian ( according to some ) he cannot do 
any real harm to the present modes of worship All 
that these gentlemen care are the question of worship 
and the freedom for exploitation 

Mr Vernon Bartlett writing in the Nexus Ohomcle 
strikes a clear note on the dangers that beset 
Democracy by following this tram of thought The 
concluding portion of his article is reveahng, "One is led 
back for an explanation of this to the conflict of ideolo- 
gies v^hich in the past British Statesmen attempted to 
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deny Hes* U appeara genuinely believed thati he could 
oiganlae an Anglo-Gertoan peaoe here on the bails 
ol an AngioGerman war agalnit RunlaJ^ Hitler with 
whom he had dlicusaed the matter may quite easily 
have decided that the British and Amerioans would 
reaDy be willing to listen to his assurance that Commun 
Ism, rather than Fascism, Is thetr enemy 

Indeed unless wo are very careful the assurance 
might easily be accepted There are some people In 
this country who would willingly listen to arguments 
that Germany conquered Europe that she promised 
to leave ns alone If we left her alone that It would 
be dangerous to try to starve her out and drive her 
out now that she has so Inoreased her souroes of supply 
that after all, she is ready to take over the responsibility 
of crushing Communism There are many more such 
people in America 

•That presumably Is why Hitler has made an 
attack for which there was no other necessity He might 
keep America neutral might split public opinion In the 
Democreoles 

Perhaps the above is exactly what Hitler wants 
to be done of the Democmcles To split publlo opinion 
both In Amerioa and England>on an Issue of like trtipor 
tonoe Is easy enough His propaganda department Is 
I fully aware of It and we hare onohgh Indloatlons as to 
In which direction the wind is blowing ' The day on 
which Germany attacked Russia, the Official German 
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News Agency gave out the information that the German 
Eoiscopate had sent a message to pastors of all dioceses 
describing the war against Soviet Union as a fight for 
Christianity in the whole world Moreover pastors are 
instructed to point out in their Sermons that Chrisfaanity 
IS persecuted in Russia Dr Rosenberg, the Nazi 
intellectual, wrote in the Voelkischer Beobachtcr that 
Germany undertook the fateful mission with the task of 
overthrowing Bolshevism and freeing this vital region 
for its historic task Reuter telegraphed on the same 
day that a torrent of German propaganda in justifica- 
tion of the attack upon Russia continued to pour from 
German Wireless Stations 

What results have been achieved by such streams 
of propaganda, the foDowing example bears adequate 
testimony One has only to consider Ex-President 
Herbert Hoover's statement at the beginning of the 
Russo-German war and his subsequent Broadcast talk 
on June 30, 1941. In the first instance he is reported 
to have said that Germany's declaration of war against 
the Soviet should benefit both Britain and America 
"It will ease the British position in the Pacific as well as 
Europe® and added "It may also obviate the necessity 
of the United States entering the war as an achve com- 
batant® In his subsequent speech he turned the wrong 
side and advocated continued aid to Britain and China 
vnthout putting United State’s troops into war zones 
urging arming the Western Hemisphere without in the 
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rnwmtlm* proroking war Aj rognrda atiUtonce to 
Ru*9la hla word* make ooatraatlng reading •There 1« no 
doxibt we will make good our promise to aid Russia 
but an Idoologioal war to bring our freedora to the 
world died tplritoaUr when we made that promise 
It is also reported that he went to the extent of aoous* 
Ing Stalin of oontrlbutlng to the downfall of France 
taplantlng clats hatted tn Amerloa, and waging a 
stoalihT war against American Institutions It Is erl 
dent from hts speech representatlTe as It should be of 
large droles of Amerioan opinion, that the decision of 
sending Amerioan aid to Russia perhaps spontaneoustr 
made U capable of being rerlsed or modified at least In 
the same way as his own utterencei on the two different 
oooasslons His first pronounoement was siTontaneouf 
the subeoquent one aftarj careful and dellberote 
thinking To a passing obserrer taught tn the stnlster 
methods adopted by Fascists of diverting publlo opinion 
Into tunnels previously prepared leading to an abyss of 
oanfused dimensions where one loses all hit self balance 
and falls a victim to the Nazi way of thinking the 
subsequent utteranoe of on Ex President of the United 
States sounds dangerons reasoning The more to 
because the opinion Is not tharod by an Ex President 
alone but by millions of Influential dtltons throughout 
the length and breadth of America, 

To oounteract suoh narrow minded vlilon of the war 
that Is being presently fought 8ho\ild be the atm of sU 
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reasonable persons. Governments should work day and 
night with their respective propaganda machineries to 
nullify the effects of such diabolical sense of reasoning 
that Communism and not Fascism is the real danger to 
democracy We have seen earlier, which type of 
Government has stood more by the principles of demo- 
cracy and justice, and evidently and none would point 
the accusing finger against Stalin but at the same time 
thousands would direct not only their fingers, but their 
bayonets and thumbs against Hitler, Mussolini and Japan, 
the representatives of Fascism and its torch bearers 

Against the will of such a vast proportion of 
djvided public opinion President Roosevelt is striving 
to rush assistance to the Democracies and his task every 
body would realise is not an easy one To mould public 
opinion so as to carry always a majority with one to 
gam sanction for his actions, the President has been 
toiling day and night It ought to be our proclaimed 
aim now to make the President’s task easier There are 
ways and ways of domg it The first and foremost is 
that we as a nation should ally ourselves with our 
own free will by the side of the Democracies in the 
fight agamst Fascism and show to the reactionary 
Americans that in such a crisis as this we with all our 
grievances against the British Statesmen have found 
it possible to sink our differences and unite for a 
common cause Secondly, our leaders and public men 
should appeal more and more to American sentiment 
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and atpIrttUona to tupport the Democradoa In a total 
war against Faaclcm Thirdiy we ronct tight Fasciim on 
the home iront by exposing tilth cohitnn acUrlUoa on 
the part of Influential dllxent and political organixatkms 
and wage a relentless wzir on all symptoms of defeatism 
and disinterestedness Subsequently we should press 
the GoTonnnent and the country to rnlso a huge 
army equipped In the most modem way and arm the 
chrllian population to rostst any thrust by Fasdst forces 
About British Die hard proludlco Mr M. N Roy 
that able Indian pollUdan has drawn pointed attention 
in a Press statement issued prior to the declaration 
of war on Russia by Germany and elaborated subs© 
quently In an artlola in the Independent IndtOy of lima 
23 1941 Mr Roy dUng an example to Indicate how 
far diehard profudlce can go wrlloi *Tho preludlce 
against the Soviet Union In Brltian is so insane that 
even the possibility of Us entering into war against 
Germany is Interpreted In a way sympathetlo for the 
latter I The Ssn^ Hall Nevt LeUer* of Juna 5 for 
example contains the following i^assage *10 the former 
oase ( Hitler attacking Brition this summer )• he must do 
everythlnq within his power to forestall a stab In the 
back from Stalin while he Is ooocenlratlng his forces 
against Britian Can prefudlce go any farther ? An act 
on the part of the Soviet Union which obviously 
would be moat welcome is described as an Instance of 
bad faith I Such Is the antiquated ways of thinking by 
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eminent Bntish politicians this hour How suicidal 
such ways of thinking could be, it seems, events in 
France, Czechoslovakia, ‘Poland, Norway, Belgium, 
Denmark, Holland, Bulgaria and Hungary have not 
been able to show to these British eyes blinded by 
diehard prejudice 

When this war is over, when this carnage^ of whole- 
sale death and destruction is ended, we shall be in a 
position to discuss who are those agents who brought 
such endless sources of destruction, pillage and plunder 
to this earth In the meanwhile we can only guard ours- 
elves agamst such agents, and against fallmg prey to 
them arguments, flavoured with fiendish wisdom and a 
power to foretell fevents with cocksure certainty, an 
art taught them by their master the Nazi Fuehrer They 
tell us that all our ways of living and aspirations have 
gone out of date and these are going to be definitely 
replaced, soon they say, by their ways and means of 
living and thmking Pity to such of our contemporaries 
who fall victim to this type of reasonmg and contribute 
innocently enough to the fall of social justice every 
v^here 

In the midst of such calamities we can only be 
fortified with wisdom and courage which the latter part 
of Churchill’s speech tries to unfold *We have but one 
aim and one single irrevocable purpose We are resol- 
ved to destroy Hitler and every vestige of the Nazi 
regime From this nothing v/ill turn us — nothing W* 
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ehaH neror parlor wo shall nator no^llalo with Htllor 
or any of his 9an9 Wo shall fight htm by land shall 
fight him by tea we shall fight him In tho air until with 
God 8 help wo wiH rid the earth of all thoso who have 
shadowed It and llborete the people from hts )oko 
Any man or State who fights against Nazism wUl havo 
our aid. Any man or State who marches with Hitler is 
our foe This applies not only to an organised Stale 
but to all re p r es entatlses of that vllo race of Quislings 
who make thomselves the tools and agents of tho Nazi 
regime against their fallow countrymen and against the 
land of tholr birth. These Quislings like the Nasi leaders 
hero not boon disposed of by tholr fellow countrymen 
which would savn trouble but will bo delirerod by us 
on the mom of rictory to the Justice of the Allied tiibu 
nals That b our policy end that Is our declaration 

We are egually concerned if not more with the 
opinion of the Brttbh working class the farmers end 
the broad masses of men and women whose opposition 
to Fascism b more thorough and sustaining As the 
following words of Alvarex del Vayo Foreign Mlnbtor 
of Republican Spain prore as regard the Spaniards 
the mmd of the common people in England and Indie 
will go to a great extent to determine the policy of these 
countries towards Fascism *Ia Spain to^ay as yesterday 
only the conaUls, the common people are on the side 
of democracy This Is a distressing fact for the die. 
hards of the demooretlo countries who would prefer to 
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have as allies the other die-hards every where But 
without the-iinal aid of the ctinarllB 'of all Europe, Hitler 
cannot he' Beaten Now is the time to . choose sides- ® 
British Labour rn spite of its lacking a determined 
leadership capable of fulfilling professions and promises 
have been strong in the condemnation of Fascism 
Mr Lees Smith's remark that,’ *if Hitler imagined that by 
this act, he would be regarded by any party! or quarter 
in this country or the United states as a crusader against 
Communism, he under-estimates our intelligence,'^ throws 
much light on the Labour Party's attitude to the latest 
phase in the war The subsequent utterance of 
Dr Hugh Dalton, the Mmister-of Economic Warfare at 
the Regional Labour Conference at Cardiff on 28th June, 
that no party of the British nation is more firmly deter- 
mined to fight the war to the end then the Labour Parly 
IS an additional guarantee that- Labour will not be found 
wanting at this crucial hour He also gave the warning 
''Hitler thought that when he committed his last act of 
treacherous and unprovoked aggression against Russia, 
the people of other countnes would forget his -filthy 
crimes and think of him once more as a world saviour 
against Communism I hope those who believed in that 
rubbish, know better now " As regards the Anti- 
Commtem pact he said it was a bait for simpletons and 
was directed against the liberties of freemen every- 
where and most of all against the British commonwealth 
His \/ords '^Todhy the Red Army and the Red Air Force 
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ftro our comradoa In Amo Thoy and we are oul on Iho 
caroo errand to enuh tho 6«man war machlno and Iho 
economic apparatui that foedt i! chculd rtip'osoni 
equally the view of Indian and English werimen 

The la t tovf pagoa arc miant lor the Indan dio 
hardo Including the reactionary cl of IJatlonaliata aa a 
warning against Me» mg the waraaof no Immodiato 
con oquonco to thorn Ryfoaicnnj do'ealiam by Ihoir 
very acU and prolc'aiont they a^o 1 rcoJjng In thwo 
Ycry waters tho germs of Faiciam which would one day 
break out Into the moal Yirulont of dlrearr-j ihat can 
possibly affect tho Indian body poJiUc Haring conclu 
dod such a warning wo shall now proceed fo oiamino 
how Russia c and Britain s war is ac much car own war 



CHAPTER FIVE 

RUSSIA'S AND BRITAIN'S WAR IS AS MUCH OUR OWN 

There is a wide spread notion that this war is fought 
on imperialist aims and that it is a war of nval Imperia- 
lisms stnvmg against each other for world domination 
This view fmds support from the ardent Congress 
Nationalists to the Liberals and the Labourites and those 
reactionary set of people who do not bother about 
any party or creed except their own creed of exploiting 
the masses to the utmost The Muslim League, the Hindu 
Mahasabha and other Communal organisations also 
encourage similar views though slight changes have 
become visible in the utterances of their leaders, parti- 
cularly those of the Mahasabha Congressmen, before 
Russian entry into the struggle were grouped into 
two broad categories known commonly as the Left 
and the Right wings With the Right wing the question 
of supporting the war is' a matter of prestige, since 
the British Government are not prepared to concede 
their demands there can be no question of assisting 
the British Goverrraent in its war against Germany The 
Left wing used to give all sorts of interpretations 
regarding Soviet neutrality and indulged in a sort of 
wishful thinking that the Indian liberation would be 
accomplished by the Red Army They went as far as 
to infer some sort of secret understandmg between 
Germany and Russia whereby India would be demarcated 
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Russian sphoro oi inlluonco to (ho Jubllallon and 
glory of these Indian pseudo*rovolu(ioner(os Thoro 
was yol another group who thought In lormi of rorohi 
itoD and (ho dictatorship of (ho proletariat without 
gtrlng thought to either of these from the realm o' 
poulbtlity that when tho Fascists actually Invaded the 
country In Iho conilomatlon and tho preoccupation 
of tho British Anny of occupation in India a rorolution 
would bo fomented and probably assisted by the 
invaders so that a olasiktss State would bo oslabUshed 
on the ruins of the Briflsh Empire How far ouch 
a scheme of things would become possible under tho 
very heels of an Invader who Is tho accrodllod crusader 
against SodaXlsm In all countries they stoop cot to think. 
However Germany s declaration of war against Russia 
has helped a lot to clear tho head of those Loft wing 
polUIciani who now clamour for cutright roobUlsatlon 
For that reason to convince them of tho danger of 
Fascism thoro Is no necessity now slnco thoy have 
received a good knock on their heads from Hitler himself 
Wisdom dawns rathor fate In life and as tho Turkish 
proverb puts It, Is a comb which you actually got when 
the hair is gone 

The Right wing Congressmen are for tho most part 
competed of the rich butinossmon ( Banina and 
Marwarls ) the landlords and money lenders supported 
by a credulous mats of ignorant poople who are moved 
by tho incantation of tho magic word of Vahalma 
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Gandhi. This section actually control the Congress 
machinery either through their own personal influence 
or through their agents Mahatma Gandhi is their 
Chief whom they implicitly follow and who in 
turns exacts implicit faith in his creed to put forth 
their plans into execution What these people want 
Mahatma Gandhi to do for them is exactly what the rich 
businessmen of Germany and Europe wanted Hitler 
to do for them in the beginning of his career Hitler 
gave them the promise to retain the status quo and 
crush every symptom of revolution or social progress, 
but he told that he would do so by armed might 
Mahatma Gandhi also has given the promise towards 
the same end, but he proposes to do it by more 
subtle means He has adopted the creed of non-violence 
to keep the oppressed people where they are, ignorant 
and non-complaining beheving in the supreme ordain- 
ment The Millionaires of Europe gave Hitler money 
for Armaments, the Millionaires of India gave Gandhi 
money and faith ( for external appearances ) and both 
of them seem to be fulfilling their promises, Gandhi 
peacefully v/ith benevolent devotion meaning no harm 
and Hitler ivith fire and bnm stone and mfuriated like 
a Genu invoked for the purpose threatening to devour 
its ov/n master. What are the results , and what a 
contrast You see in Europe in hideous onslaught, 
the Nazi war raachme with its clanking, hell-clicking, 
dandified Prussian Officers, its crafty expert agents 



n^sHA-SA) DrrTAiwsw/j:c:«)rvr}i cirtcxii fi 

(rwh frcn ccwI-vq ftad Tftr^ c! a dar^fl 

ccontn^t (in lk<* t pp " D t»d ChufchCLin itfla cl 
CTpmil^n) o*d tha phcapT rad bead ft^d chaa^Vad 
butlnrinnen rjvrrj wiJh Gendn^ and h*rt* Ln India y^j 
tfv khodddr<hd incanutlorJ cl Jtnpllctty rv?T^7 
about In R0.U R e y o r i fHcn Iba tau* onl 
d a rcft tactic d hur'^r^y rlddan to aarldcn God 
and rlWT Po^kln? at doc?^ d tarrJat, cburcScf 
and m«T^i to fr^d^rnpiion Irco all end ia 

tu*4» att<^pt drawirxj daTtyani el 00a ancthsn thrwli 
on lha cr^Uion d lK*» r^«jatl appfT«sth to ihit rrdc-np. 
ItcTu and miD ent d kKadder chJ •iraplrtcni myttaring 
IndUllrcIlf jha Ial«t nantrai uiuad InHnV/ardl-e to 
the htimning found d hall o dosen Cbarkat ard 
rearthlnq to vhat goal wo know not It u net by 
acddmit wo l;fld iwno aort el etlinlly m Ih^io two »d« 
d huraanlty Doth d north wiih 0 (atallit eltitudo 
lowardi *cxo unknown d'MttnoDon d^npcndontly 
viewing end renewing thoir progreti end Into what 
abyta they will bo ulttmololy drlvrn to. only people 
endowed with vUlon can foitoo 

The above to! d people havo begun to regard iho 
llaztfi aj Invincible and freely canr&ii the protped that 
fucceit d the Kazli would enturo liberation (or India 
They feel that the IlaJ now comer* would od be in 
e pofitlon to admlnliter (ho country tbemiolvei properly 
and for that reaion would ontruit tho Goromment to 
Indlanr Their other erguzsent equally futile 1« (hat 
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it would not make much difference to be under the 
yoke of Germans or Japanese so long as India remains 
fit to be ruled by some foreign power They feel no 
horror for Fascism and as a matter of sympathy they 
feel themselves drawn to the creed They take inspira- 
tion from their leader who is terribly afraid of ^ed 
Rum® ]ust as much as Adolf Hitler is 

These represent only the nationahst view point. 
The liberals according to their professions are persons 
who do not much care whether the country is ruled or 
not ruled, badly ruled or effaciently carried on They are 
mostly drawn from old pensioners and other superan- 
nuated persons from all walks of life and all they care 
are peaceful ends to their lives And Politics to them is 
formal affair of annual conferences, handshakes, 
statements and dinner parties and the results of their 
work they gauge from the number of columns their 
deliberations carry in the Statesman, the Times of India, 
the Madras Mail and other Anglo-Indian Dalies in 
the country By looking to these they have reason 
to be satisfied of their efforts, strenuous of course 
since they are all old To them it does not matter 
whether there is an English Governor or a German in 
his place they are all sure to get invitations to the 
annual garden parties and opportunities to present their 
v/ives and daughters to dignitaries in the approved 
ceremonial style to be caught by camera-men of Fashion 
Editors Ofcourse it might need changes in the ways 
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of uhitlng and revision of certain chapten in their 
Free Masonrr manuals and there ends their vlilon of 
the future 

What defines the attitude of the Muslim League 
the less said the better Modelled after the Congress — 
Jinnah had his schooling there — their goal la complete 
Independence and now a daya Pakistan Both of 
them sound romantic and Inviting for the generation 
that Is coming and the generation that Is going 
What are the practical needs of the Community and 
what are the ways of achieving such aims the leaders 
are not much ooncemed nor do the rank and file 
Ilnnaht attitude resembles that of a shepherd boy 
vraving a red cloth before the Congress bull trying to 
excite and block Its way simultaneously The profoul 
ons and praeUoe of the Muslim League on the question 
of India 8 participation in the war are ambiguous 
Members of the Muslim League are not supposed to 
serve on War Committees but there is nothing to restrict 
leaden of the organisation marching straight to the 
trenches The League Is atonce Imperial, Kational. Pan 
Arabic Pan Islamic and Paklstanlc If you are to view 
that body through Its components. If you are to gauge 
the sympathies of an organisation fr om the 
Public at ions which are favourable to It, German High 
Command Communiques find more prominence in 
some of these probably duo to the fact that Berlin s 
Urdu Commentator happens to be a Muslim, These 
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observations of mine are however not disparagingly 
meant , all that I mean to say is that the present attitude 
of the Muslim League is rather problematical. And to 
me, it seems, the attitude of the League would be deter- 
mined by the attitude of Turkey, Egypt, Afganisthan 
and Arabia to the War rather than the political consi- 
derations confronting the Muslim inhabitants of 
India, and if that assumption proves to be correct, such 
a decision would be made outside and not within the 
country 

The votaries of the Hindu Mahasabha have of late 
become more realist in their assessment of the forces 
threatening India's safety The word safety is purposely 
used and any other writer would have substituted the 
word independence for it, but to me such can only be an 
extravagance in the usage India's independence is 
never threatened because she is not independent at 
all Mahasabha Leaders have become pronounced 
in their appeals for supporting the War efforts This 
zeal I believe is due to the fact that the principles of 
Hmdudom are incompatible with those of Nazidom 
They may have other motivies as well in their support 
of war efforts, may be to get more and more Hindus 
enrolled m the Army, Air force and the Navy as nucleus 
for the future Hindu Militia But this can only be 
secondary and the main reason for their attitude is the 
aware-ness of the dangers of Nazism In this regard 
the leaders of the Mahasabha amongst the many other 
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polltkal oruanlutlons In iho country hovo atffes»ed 
the dtuaUoo in a more realistic sense than many of tboir 
contaiiiporarlea, emerges as a boh 

We bare by this time fonsed a basic Idea of the 
whole of India a attitude towards the war A broad 
mesa of people lUD romotn confused over the tsatie and 
tholr mentality con best be described as feeblo- 
mlndednets^ As I write these words I have before me en 
arftefe by Mr 7 B. Xrtpaianl the Qezien) Seoretery oi the 
Indian Notional Congress headed Is there o way out 
which to a great extent he'ps to understand the whole 
sltuoUon Mr Elripolani begins his article with the 
quQstloQ 'While unfavourable news In a free country 
steels people to greater determination and exertion, 
here it deprestee and unnerves them. Why this 
dilference.* He answers with three reasons. The first 
is that India is woefully lacking an Army which could be 
ooUed on Army at all In the modem sense of the word 
capable of resisting an invasion by any of the Powers 
Tb^ second is that efforts are not being made to 
remedy this defect and thirdly the people oro not 
trusted In the matters of defence. One cannot doubt 
Mr Crtpolonl o slnoerety in examining these problems 
and stating that the Indian does not fight with any 
enthusiasm bom of the ooosolousdess of serving a noble 
cause its Nary and TUr Foroe ore onl^ In names and 
that the Industrial organtsatloQ needed for sustaining 
a good fighting army bos not at all been given 
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consideration to, in India Naturally he asks, why the 
Government of India was in a hurry to declare India 
a belligerent country when Spain, Japan and United 
States of ‘ America remain neutral even to-day. In 
surveying the whole situation includingi the possible 
attitude of the present supporters of the Government, 
the Congress standpoint and the utter helplessness 
of the Indian masses, the writer has ' shown much 
perspecuity, but the discomforting feature is the end 
*Such situations (as the present Indian situation )< in 
which human efforts appear puny, vain and futile, create 
great ’tragedies They are also fit occ^ssions for a 
miracle to happen Let us, therefore, hold our souls in 
peace and faith, ready for all emergencies, banishing all 
petty thoughts and fear " 

Can we as Mr Kripalani suggests, afford to wait 
for some miracle to happen to save the whole world 
from the endless deshtution that is now threatentmg 
The war is only a begmning for still greater suffermgs 
Admittedly there are short-comings in the policies 
followed by the Government of India , one of such is, as 
Mr Kripalani points out, the defining of India's defence 
boundaries as the Mediterranean and the Far East 
For the present the Government cannot but do that 
The war is and will be fought m those theatres before it 
over approaches the frontiers of India I do not pretend 
to say that India's frontiers are not threatened If the 
war continues with the same tempo as at present it 
'Amrlta Bazar Pairlka dated July 2, 1941 

v_P 
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would not bo for off when wo too will bo In tbo midil of 
it We hove therefore to reinforce the outor defence* 
a« far as possible to keep the enemy away from the Iron 
tier* and at the same time prepare the home front for 
a total defence even If the frontiers aro threatened and 
glvo way This was the point Stalin emphasised in his 
historic Broad-cast messago to Sorlel ciilzeni on July 3 
and the same message applies wUh equal importanco 
to oitr own problems *We must subordinato overythlnd 
to the interests of the Front and the task of otushinq thd 
enemy* should be the motto of orery citizen in the ooun 
tries which are now threatened by the Nazi onslaught 
It is sheer madness to Imagine that Glennany hod 
no aggresstre intentions as regards India Of countf 
these lunatics base their assumptions on the Brood-casts 
from Qennan Wireless Stations Some of them eran go 
to the extent of saying that Hitler has promised the 
Uberotlon of Indie and the award of Independence to 
the country It Is reported that Hitler made the pron 
ounooment that the tate of India would not bo settled In 
India but on the continent of Europe and If the state 
ment Is true Hitler has only glren out hla pl^nw earlier 
What is oiaotly the fate that Hiller has ordained lor 
India ? From idiat he ha* done with other oountrie* (n 
Europe we can imagine well In adrance the miseiiea that 
would be the lot of Indians, if ever they hare the 
roiifortuna to become hi* Tiottm* one day The present 
leader* nationalist pkolrtldans students and soientlits 
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will all be sterilized or put into Concentration Camps, 
Indian Universities and educational institutions of all 
kinds closed down, all able bodied Indian men and 
women will be drafted to build roads and high ways for 
the Nazi masters, for, Indian women are not goodlooking 
enough to serve as Mistresses for the Nazi Officers as in 
the case of French and Polish women, and the whole of 
the Indian continent will be made to serve as a huge 
granary and source of raw materials for Nazi Germany 
No amount of exaggeration goes into this picture of Nazi 
India for these are exactly what Hitler himself has told 
he would do with the black races And yet there are 
large number of people who would welcome him as the 
Saviour Short sightedness and narrow mindedness 
can't go further 

If Hitler himself does not propose to start a cam- 
paign to invade India, his other Axis Partner, Japan is 
ever willing to embark on such an adventure provided 
the opportunity seems sufficiently ripe to ensure success 
of the plan By the time these words appear m print 
Japan would have made the decision already One 
thing is certam that in the Axis plan of things there 
can't be any free country or institution and everything 
would exist as only mstruments for Axis exploitation 
And who will control this Axis, is necessarily the queshon 
Germany of course By edgmg Italy to embark on 
adventurous campaigns on behalf of herself and Ger- 
many, Italy has surrendered her everything to Germany 
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By txirrondoring tho Paao B nn nav ( Brenner Pass ) 
MuosoUnl has recolved in oxchango the Pauo Rotuino 
( tho goose step ) Tho tsmo fate U to bo Japan a os 
wetL' In the Chinese aHalr Gennany gavo hopes to 
Japan that by adopting BUtz taetJos the whole alfaJr 
would bo a matter of days and now orerr one knows to 
what extent Japan has got into the much Japan, If It 
serres the purpoee of Hitler wlB be required to embark 
on many more such campaigns and fust like Italy she 
la sure to gel into tho mud up to her bead, and then 
Germany would save her by one poll at the last hour 
That a how Berlin plans the oonquost of Japan on tho 
tame Mines %he planned for (hat of Italy But shall wo 
see Hiller sustaining all theao and feel strong in the 
end to go thrdugh her planned conquest oi Iho world 
It is not enough to anjrwer In the nogatire but poalUre 
proof must 'be shown to see Germany al the foot of all 
lying prostrate begging for mercy For that wo muat 
atrirh hard now onwards ond then we can say wo haye 
•orvod Democracy and have been eorrod by Democracy 
well for that 

The German General Staff hare made dedslons 
already and as rogords this war they say 

*Thoro will no longer be vlotors and ronqulshod 
but surrlrora and those whose names are struck from 
the list of nations 

A war waged onergellcally and oonsoiously for 
the purpoee of spiritualty breaking and destroying thorn 
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can be a death blow especially for those civilised 
nations whose elasticity and whose power of regene- 
ration have already suffered to a considerable degree, 
"Many an apparently invincible colossus ( like 
Bntian ? ) in reality stands on feet of clay, and what one 
or two generations ago wds impossible has today already 
become possible ; with a single powerful blow to break 
a nation's spiritual backbone, to destroy it- for ever and 
trample it in the dust * , , 

Hitler has done it with many *of the European 
nations one by one. Shall, we allow that to be done, of 
Russia, Great Britain, India and China also That is a 
question which has to be answered immediately and with 
all force. Can Indid expect to remain an idle spectator 
when her very life and existence are threatened with 
sudden doom, our politicians need think oven 

What IS Bntian fighting for ? What is Russia 
fighting for ? What France and every other fallen 
country is hghting for ? It is not for the national 
sovereignity they are fighting. They are fighting for the 
very life and existence of the individual citizens of these 
countnes Fascism, or Nazism as you may call it is the 
very antithesis of everything that Is dear to the human 
heart It is this menace they are fighting and the 
same menace is knocking at our doors also This 
is no time for complacency or to think that this war 
is fought for Imperialist ends. The moment U S. S R 
entered the conflict that pretence has ceased to exist 
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CommunUm cannot bo oxpocied (o fl^ht hand In hand 
with Imporialism tf tho war u fought on IraparlaJiit aims 
To-dajr worker* of the Union of Soctallsl Soviet Ropub* 
lies ore comradeiln Amu of the workera and Artstocracy 
ol Britain, India and America lighting against a common 
enemjrand endowed with almost tho tamo Ideals and 
aaptretions Porbape it Is a miraolo that wo boo lo^af 
before our very ofes Communists and Imporiallsts lolnea 
together haring eunk all their differences before a 
common cause An oquiralont mtrado should occur 
here within this country as woU as happened during iho 
last war of Indian nationalists and tholr rulon uniting 
for the same purposo WUI Indian leedem rlso (o Iho 
occassicn Is the question ? 

Deultcht Wtbr lem 13 1933^ tjocird tma ffltletg Oompifocf 
Agaum Proee, 3 Judnor 
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THE SUICIDAL POLICY OF THE CONGRESS 

Assessing Indian Nationalism in terms of prestige 
and achieving Indian freedom as a matter of pride are 
not ideal conditions The question usually discussed is 
can the present Indian attitude help any' way in gaining 
the country's freedom Thd answer can only be in the 
negative Congress recalcitrance is no forceful threat 
to Bntian to abdicate power It ' can only help the 
British harden their mind and the consequential grip 
on India Moreover the Liberal and Labourite attitude 
towards India would gradually become cold if the people 
of the country continue their life and death struggle 
with cold calculation They are not to be blamed 
for that How far such a turn m the mentality of the 
Liberal and Labourite elements m England will affect 
Indian Independence adversely the Congress Leader- 
ship^ is fully capable of understanding Congress has 
not been planning for the wresting of Independence as 
a matter of right If such would have been Congress 
ideals, there would be less reason for the Congerss to 
think and act in terms of non-violence Gandhiji on 
countless number of occassions has made that point 
clear Congress expects and has hitherto prepared 
the country to receive Independence as a matter of 
gift from England With this end in view Congress 
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HosoluHons on comploto Indopendonco havo boon 
watered down meant of Gandhlfi • Intorprotattoni 
to TlrtuoJlf amount to Dominion Stalui of tho Statute 
of Wealminater variety with a clause giving power to 
code from tho British Commonwoalth ll found nocossory 
The latter condition la only meant to placato Pandit 
Jawahorlol, Boao and few other oo called oxtromUls 
In the Congrosf body potlUc It was exactly on Iheso 
points t e on tho approacdi to tho Indepondonco and the 
question of ceding from tho Commonwealth, Subhas 
Chandra Bose broke away (resn Gandhi Boso o 
Impatlenco was only a secondary matter Mahatma 
Gandhis vision of Indopondont India Is somothlng 
like Australia or Canada attained by come sort of 
compromlso between tho present ruling class and the 
Indian Nationalists Jawoharlai Subhas Bose and few 
other Left wing Congressmen vlsimllso India as any 
other nation Uko Japan, Russia or America with com 
plete Indopondence as regards her Internal roglmo and 
foreign poUctes Subhas Bose might profer an alliance 
with Japan or Germany while Jawaharlal would like his 
country following In the footsteps of Russia and dosely 
collaborating with tho latter Uko China But tho latter 
two forms of aspirations cannot be taken to bo tho official 
view point of the Congress since that body Is controlled 
by Mahatma Gandht Therefore on analysis of tho 
Coogrois policy must necessarily bo in terms of 
Mahatma Gandhis ideas. 
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As v/e have seen 
Indian Nationlists and th 
come if the outlook oi 
remains the same I d* 
mise with the present ' 
rulers are unwilling 
be interpreted in two 
in regard to India is re< 
England by many of her 
Secondly when such p 
the Congress they i 
the present leadership 
to exercise such power 
to exercise her will, h 
more and more by th 
outside it, and for wh 
distrust Added to u 
the communal organis 
tncally opposed to the 
country once again m 
as legitimate even by ■ 
view of the Muslim Le^ ^ 
may gravitate toward 
Notions composed of T” 
and the Islamic States 
part of the Muslim would 
elements in the Coui 
such divided loyalty w 
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different directions end the etrain might even break the 
country Into two unequal halve# With the preeent 
leadership of the Muillm League and the Indian 
National Congress remaining In power there is little 
likelihood of the country unlticg Info one oompacf whole 
and purvulng a policy that would perpetuate the 
country s existence as one nation There Is also much 
leas llkoUhood of the British abdicating power under 
such ciroumstanoes 

In this confuaed light we have to examine the 
present policy of the Indian National Congress 
Congress has started the Satyograhe movement as a mild 
protest against the British Ih not recognising India forth 
right as an indepandent nation when they claim to be 
lighting for the oauae of freedom for small nations 
Gandhlfl has made It clear that such expreulon of 
protest should not be diverted to mean any sort of 
harassment of the Government In its war efforts^ If the 
movement Is only meant as such a prote st . Its usefulness 
and purpose axe now past ft# usefulness is gone in the 
sense that tt has failed to rouse a sufficiently strong 
piibllo opinion tn this oountry or outside and Its 
purpoce is lost In the sense that a mere protest cannot 
be made Into a permanent policy Moreover by pursuing 
such a p>ollcy the Congress is losing its grip on the 
public as could be seen from the sudden fall In the nmn 
bor of taiyagnhxt and the enthusiasm ovlnoed In the 
movement. There Is nothing to speak of as a movement 
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in the present mtyagralia m its restricted scope 
and application Moreover the movement has 
deteriorated into a sham debacle in the face of growing 
communal dissensions and international political turmoil 
and 18 doing harm to the country m more than one 
respect 

The prospect of India attaining Independence is 
receding gradually to a distant future If the political 
Situation returns to normal, supposing that the Demo- 
cracies succeed m retaining the status quo after the war, 
the presentation of a demand by the Indian public for 
independence would meet wdh increasing resistance 
from the British public They would be in no good 
mood to favourably consider such a proposal when the 
Indian public have remained so recalcitrant in the days 
of their gnm struggle for life against heavy odds The 
Congress to enforce its demands may enter into a 
struggle in the characteristic non-violent manner and 
with what results ? It would end in a fiasco, and if 
Gandhiji lives to guide such a struggle the end would 
be nothing but a turn of the mner voice 

To day the problem that faces the country is not 
one of gaming independence but of retaining the 
vestige of mdependence that it now enjoys Gandhiji 
himself has asked what would be India’s Independence 
worth if Britain and every other freedom loving country 
were to be overrun by the Nazis Of course India would 
not be let to gain independence and then lose it Her 
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turn to bo oromin la delayed only bccaueo of Hitler* 
other prooccupation* and ho I« achially preparing for 
euch a final ae»ault If Iho war proceed* In !ho Mmd 
tempo a* In tho pa*t it 1* only a matlor of dayi when 
wo will bo lighting tho Nad* on our rery berdor* 
When onco they reach the bordow there will bo no 
nocoalty to fight, a* any sort of rcfiUlance with Iho 
pmont equipment of tho Indian Aitny Kould not oron 
amount to a pin prick to the Nail war raachlno By the 
end of an year* war preparatloni at tho preient rale 
we would bo haring a few doeon Aeroplane* and throo 
hundred Pilot* half way under training I That (t the 
procpect India face* to<lay 

India li on the brink of dl*a*tor To her It 1* only a 
matlorof Jumping from the frying pan Into the fire What 
make* her prepared to Jump Into tho fire initead of ro 
matntng In tho frying pan la Iho queetlon, Horpollll 
olan* are under a delucrkm In aasOBSing tho Intontity of 
hoot In tho frying pan and tho tiro Scorched for a long 
while In tho pan they bellevo tho conaummaling hoat 
of tho fire would bo a dollverenco The Indian National 
Congrea* policy at present amounts to *uch a thing 
Tho country 1* ihown the way to commit euloldo when 
she wants to know the way to dollreronco If my Inter 
pretatlon of the Congress policy Is correct then It Is 
criminal for the Congress to adopt suoh a policy 

Mahatma Gandhi during the last war acted at a 
recruiting agent for Britain for men money and 
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materials with surprisingly gbod results The last war 
was not fought for such high stakes as at present 
That conflict could be classed as an Imperiahst 
war for settling the claims of rival Imperialisms 
The success of one Imperialism or the other did not 
matter much if the sum total of human happiness were 
to be considered But to-day it is entirely a different 
affair, for the struggle is between human liberty and 
barbarism Fascism came to be recognised as a world 
force only after the first World War If ever the theory 
was in existence before the war it was as a matter of 
academic interest to curious persons For the present 
it is attempting to envelope the whole globe spreading 
destruction, slavery and suffering in its trail Never in 
the history of the world has a war been fought on such 
ideological conflict as in the present war The result 
of this war will determine the future of mankind for a 
considerably long stretch of time unless some sort of 
miracle or accident overtakes the world and changes 
the course of history contrary to all expectations The 
disheartening feature however is that we are not living 
in an age of miracles and our faith in miracles is 
practically non-existent Destiny of nations and 
cultural institutions have responded to deliberate pre- 
hand planning and action are matters of common belief 
to-day and which could be justified from a survey of 
historical events durmg the past few years History is 
often credited with accident, but such an assumption 
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connoi carry woiijh! wilh p^rr'^ta who hate Ix^ laui^ht 
lo vlow It In a fcienliJlc and ywpCK'hil reonrK'f and It 
Is not wiiolo carry cuch an atfUKptlcn, or conriiicn 
as the CMo may bo folhooilcnl of politically bJjnd 
lolding a wholo country \/o are linng In an aoo cl 
rralilyand Ifluslont can havo no pL'co in 11 llluaicnt 
acrvo tho purpoco ol charlatans or dcvllt but brtod 
mairei e! people are notlher It would imo i1k» purpo o 
oiadoWl Ilko HUlor to create an Ulujion in tho minds 
of tho people as to hit real purpoie and then suddenly 
break on them and lorrortte them to death 

There are peraoai who say that the whole Conyreia 
altitude U one of hargaintOQ rather than a tactical ozpro 
tjlon of dUapprenoL These enry medo people alro potrvl 
out that Orltain did not hjllll her promUes made during 
tho last war as regards the granfuig ol Independence to 
India 1 do not Ignore this rery reasonable doubt on 
I1k> part of Indians and they also point out tome as 
example the extreme short sightedness ol the present 
day administration In not trusting the Indians tn their 
own deienco matters Englishmen engaged In a life and 
death atruggle, have also coitaln moral responstblllHea 
at this very grave hour and If they fall to carry out such 
responsIblllUes they shall have to stand on trial and 
submit to proper punishment at the hands of (he 
genoratton that b rbing It vrould be no easy task to 
explain away things as they like for by their action now 
they shall have betrayed the trust the counlloai ages of 
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tradihon and civilisation jreposed m them. I shall deal 
more fully with this aspect of the question subsequently 
Accepting this very grave doubt I wish still to appeal 
to my countrymen to rise above all such dubious 
feelings and act in a manner befitting the present 
occassion I want you to place your trust not m the 
present ruling classes in England but in a generation 
that IS gradually rising and is bound to come to power 
not only in England but in India also. We will 
discharge our moral responsibility, I say on behalf of the 
Indian counterparts of such a generation, and they will, 
I am sure, take example from us and rise to their proper 
heights. This generation will not carry with them 
the petty ideas which blind the present generation, and 
they will act with courage and vision when the old 
bark is worn out presenting the new to the full 
sunshine 

Prestige for a country which is slave of another 
IS a desideratum only To act and think in terms of 
prestige, the country cannot, when it is incapable of 
asserting its own will and give expression to its latent 
desires either due to its inefficiency or lack of 
opportunity A country fully grown with a virile national 
sentiment cannot be kept under bondage for such a 
long period as in the case of India Therefore a country 
which chooses to remain servile can never impress its 
prestige abroad. Even If an opportunity arises Congress 
in Its present development cannot be expected to 
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grajp that opTportunity and act according to tho will 
of tho nation. Tha loadorshlp os vindicated on tnony 
provlouf occaulona will alt tight on tho back and bold 
tho rein and kaop beck tho horso Instead oi allowing 
it to procead to lla goal, to roach which the has been 
striving sinco her birth. By giving tho roln In tho 
hands of the proaont loadan of tho Congreso we are 
neither hero nor thoro wo araari in botwoen I hold 
that c^pToasod nations loo bavo cortaln respOTsibliUlos 
When others are enslaved wo should profost and if It 
ploasea our mastors wo should help (bo vlctiin and boat 
tho oppressor By sdopUnQ such a procoduro wo earn 
the gratitudo of tho victim vlndlcalo our own res 
ootmont at bolng slaves end plosoo our master which 
would go to reliovo the rigours of our slavery Wo do 
not feel dlmunltivo when wo light for such a cause, but 
on the contrary we fool dlmunltivo boforo other oyoo If 
wo refuse such a call or prompting and sit tight and 
show grimaces at our maslor The whole of the present 
is analogous to suob a picture 

Let us examine tho opposite to tho present Congress 
policy By aligning with the forces of freedom and 
talcing an active part In tho struggle against aggression 
tho Congress will bo vindicating Us stand fully with tho 
cause of the oppressed nations. Such a new alignment 
of forces wlQ hearten the despondent masses In tho 
country who are at present In complete bewUdonnont 
Something tolls them that ell la not woll with tho world 
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and that their own safety xs threatened by outside 
agencies The Congress declaration in favour of 
pursuing the fight against Fascism with added vigour 
would give them the feeling that they too are taking an 
active interest in their future War work and civilian 
organisation to combat the works of saboteurs, fifth 
columnists and stray forces of the invading army will 
be a dress rehearsal of their objective fight and a poli- 
tical preparation which cannot be gained by years of 
lecture work In fighting the invading forces of Fascism 
they will be demolishing the native forces of reaction 
and officialdom at the same time An army as thick as 
the entire nation itself can only withstand the oppo- 
sing forces of Fascism The fall of France clearly 
vindicated the folly of reposing confidence in the Army 
alone without paying attention to the civilian defence 
front Japan's struggle in China and Germany’s pro- 
gress in Russia are examples of how civilian defences 
can slow down the enemy’s progress and ultimately 
contribute to its defeat There is no doubt that Fascism 
to-day IS unequally matched With all the huge machini- 
sed forces and drilled armies at its disposal the 
internal contradictions of the system will force it one 
day to reach the breaking point Our purpose should 
be to aggravate and assist those internal contradictions 
to gather strength and beat the whole mass so that the 
entire structure may collapse under the impact One 
major defeat on the military' plane will hasten the 
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Internal coUapso In bringing about that major mllilarr 
defeat India can noK plair a dodsivo part for Iho 
importance of the war ha« ihlltod to tho Eait Indies 
arsenals aro away from the encmr but not so far awar as 
that of Canada Amortca and Australia from this (hoatro 
of tho war as to mako quick transportation Impossible 
which is estontlallr an advantage not to bo oToriooked 
Hiller cannot bo oasll]' ospoctod to dose our artonola 
and wa must see that more and more oi our cuintl/on 
and forces are sent to tho front to stem tho advanco of 
the enemy and drag him to his slow but certain doloat 
In that nwpect India Is to-day very farourably placed 
and advantage should bo taken ol the situation That a 
how we can prove tho saying that tho destiny of tho 
world woxild be guided from the East If India can 
unite body and eoul lor such a purpose and bring about 
tho destruction of Hiller near her frontiers by that act 
alono India shall havo won hor Indopondenco and 
pnido of place among tho nations of tho world. In caso 
British GoTomment delays the recognition of such an 
aotuallty we hare the greatest moral force In the world 
then to ohaUenge the British end any oztreralty to which 
wo may have resort to In furtherance of our claim would 
be supported by world public opinion Congress la 
faced with such a situation to-day and in deciding the 
future course of action of Indians the Congross would 
be turning tho tide of war In favour of democracy and 
freedom throughout tho world 
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The Indian National Committee in London have 
already appealed to Gandhiji and other Leaders of the 
Congress to review their policy regarding the war In a 
resolution passed by them and cabled to Mahatma 
Gandhi, they suggest the intensification of the effort 
for the formation of a National Government with the 
sole object of defending India against any threat of her 
security This resolution was passed after the outbreak 
of Russo-German hostilities, but earlier to this The 
Hindu which occupies a front rank position among 
the Indian Nationalist news-papers came out with the 
suggestion of restoring popular Ministries in the pro- 
vinces and the Congress taking control of the adminis- 
tration The suggestion contained in a leading 
Editorial was cnticized by various circles in the 
Congress and the lead suggested by The Hindu was 
branded as a reactionary measure fitting the Liberals 
and not a self respecting Congress But events have 
proved the wisdom of such a move Amnia Bazar 
Patnha claiming to be representative of the Official 
Congress opinion in Bengal has been justifying the 
Congress stand from the very beginning and this 
leading daily m a series of articles subsequently 
endorsed the Congress stand But, however, its leading 
Editonal under the caption “The Congress Lead* in 
its issue dated June 28, 1941 present contrasting 
reading In its concluding portion are the significant 
words 
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•Whtrthor that Govammon! do or do not react to 
the protenl phaja of the war with a promptitude and 
deolalTanan worthy of the cause which they profess to 
hold dear the Congress as an onjanlBatlon cannot 
afford to ignore it and pursue a policy which Is causing 
grave mlsglrlngB among a large section of its adherents 
\7e submit these points for GandhUl's earnest const 
deration and since plenary authority vests In him the 
Initiatlra must be his We repeat that tho Russo — 
German conflict has created a new situation both 
IntemaUy and from the intomalional point of view and 
that It calls for reoonsIderaUon at an early date of tho 
entire position of the Congress with reference lo war 
and peaxre violence and con violence end the Congress 
post record Its present progremmo and its future role 
In the struggle for human emandpaifon 

Exactly the above was tho stand taken by 
M. N Hoy two years back and for which he was expo 
Ued from the Congress. His crime is that he is 
capable of more clear thinking than most of the 
present day Congress Leaders Every Congress organ 
Including Jmrita Bator BaVriha has been denouncing 
him for his boldness of vlsloQ which has atlast proved 
true I ask this quesUcm of the Congress can It not 
rescind Its past declslozts now and reinslate Roy and 
his associates in the Congress for their lead and 
assiftanoe would be Invaluable to the organisation on tho 
whole I bold no brief for Mr M. N Roy nor have I met 
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him even, nor do I belong to his political party I am 
neither a Congressman nor a Royist, but dispassionately 
viewing the whole controversy I say as every one else 
would say that Mr, M N Roy has been correct and the 
justification for the Congress action is lost now 

The unfortunate thmg m the whole situation is 
that Pandit Jawaharlal who holds considerable sway 
over the Congress organisation and for whose opinion 
Gandhiji has great respect is in Jail Along with him 
are Jai Prakash Narain and the President Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad Pandit Jawaharlal and Jai Prakash must 
be grievously hurt to hear of Russia's misfortune and 
were these gentlemen outside the Jails to-day, they 
would have certainly set the Congress wings on sail I 
know they all would rise to still laudable heights but for 
Gandhiji, and his retarding influence 

What makes Gandhiji hold to his present tactics ? 
As far as a reasonably well informed critic can see, 
there are two reasons The first is his reactionary 
doctrine of politics placing implicit trust in the statns 
quo To this he has been pitted by his rich patrons and 
his avrn mental background The second reason is his 
non-violence creed Since he has come to be regarded 
as a Samt and an Apostle of Truth and Non-violence, he 
feels, it IS not fitting to change tactics at all as regards 
his pet non-violence doctrine Truth plays a role of 
lesser importance m the scheme of things pohtical, but 
that IS not the case v/ith non-violence it being the end 
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and aim of all his political actions Conoross by playing 
into Gandhlji's hands has got stuck up In mld>siroam 
with this dead load non Ttolonco, During the last war 
Gandhijl to all purposes was a dlifeitmt roan He was 
far from a saint then, ho was a loador who had succoedod 
with certain new tactics particularly his non vlolenco 
but that was not his all So he could adapt himself 
to the new circumstances created by the war But 
to^ay hit poppulartty haa toached talntly proporUona 
and sotnta are often credited with certain Immobility hko 
the Sphinx or the Pyramids The pity is that GandhJJi 
cares to remain a politician eran after becoming a saint— 
a tragic chapter In the history of India end a tragic 
chapter In hla own life etory Gandhijl in his present 
complex would be gaining more popularity as an apoallo 
of truth and non violence and more of his countrymen s 
gratitude if he determine to remain a pure saint 
and not a salnt'Cum politician. However such a change 
In Gandhijl s attitude Is a remote poeslbiJlty and we can 
not now afford to wait for eudi a turn That change 
oan only come through Iho cal! of another Inner Voice 
mating Itself heard In a moment of bewilderment 

In the meanwhile we must base our plans on more 
ooncrete things The rank and file of the Congress 
should agitate for on open session of the Congress or 
atleast for a meeting of the All India Congress Committee 
for leoonsideiing the whole of the Coogress attitude 
towards the war If that Is impraotlcabla ceaseless 
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agitation must be carried on for the Working Committee 
of the Congress to meet and come to such a conclusion 
or a clarification of the Congress attitude in the present 
development of the war The opportunity must also be 
made use of, to examme the communal problem in a 
fresh light so as to enable the restoration of popular 
Ministries and confidence in the mmds of the civilian 
population 

Equally distressing, if not more, is the attitude of 
the All-India Trade-Union Congress. Its President is 
reported to have remarked regarding the latest phase of 
the war in the following terms 

^The Russo-Genpan war is not a conflict between 
Democracy and Dictatorship nor Is it a fight over ideals. 
Russia IS not engaged in war in order to liberate India 
or its toiling masses from thraldom, but is fighting for 
her own existence if not for the retention of the newly 
acquired territories which make her vast country, already 
boundless, vaster still ” 

Such narrow-mindedness is unpardonable on the part 
of a President of a body like the All-India Trade-Union 
Congress supposed to represent the cause of the workers 
in this country By leading men to blmd-alleys India's 
political leaders take pride in their vision and sound- 
ness of )udgeraent, criminal folly can go no further 
History will bring these men to task when the present 
storm is blown over and clear impartial reasoning 
dav/ns on earth Can Russia profess to fight on 
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behalf of the tolling mauet of India when auch tnoBscn 
hare for their leaden men o( hhe calibre Huai la has 
norer promised to fight for the liberation of Indian 
masses she can only sympathise with their aspirations 
as she Is doing in the case of China, and as she did 
In the case of Spain If Indians are engaged In a 
similar fight I am sure the present heads of the Kusslan 
Government would not b© found wanting in the 
fulfilment of their moral responsibilities If we analyse 
the composition of every State in the world and the 
poUoIes of their Govemmenle we shall come to the 
conchaioo that there Is only one State In the world 
which stands by the cause of oppressed nations like 
India and that country is the lone solid champion of 
the freedom of the dark and coloured races Lanin a 
Russian was responsible for Inspiring a long suppressed 
hc^ In the minds of the tolling masses of India and 
the East that there exist stlfl ways for them to act 
and think in terms of self mastery and Independenoe 
It is a tragedy in the world to-day that Ihe masses of 
people In all the cotmWes In the present state of 
enlightenment should loaro oonlrol of their thoughts 
and actions In the hands of men with worn out Ideas 
petty prejudices and reckless devotion In spent up 
forces reactionaries of tb© flrsl order sahraged from 
the bottom of a polluted sea and resurrected by 
constant Inlecttons of self Interest and pride 



CHAPTER SEVEN 


AN ANSWER TO THE PACIFIST'S CASE AGAINST WAR 

Every sort of pacifist argument against war must 
be considered m the light of the following two state- 
ments one by Adolf Hitler and the other by Benito 
Mussolini 

‘'Whoever really desires the victory of pacifist 
thought must give his whole hearted support to the 
German conquest of the world The pacifist-human- 
itarian idea may perhaps be quite good when the 
world has been conquered and subjected by the highest 
type of man, who would be made supreme ruler of the 
earth Therefore, war first, and afterwards perhaps 
pacifism * Writes Adolf Hitler setting out his plan for 
v/orld conquest in Mein Eavipf, the Nazi Gospel 

"War alone” wrote Benito Mussolini in his book 
Tlic Political and Social Doctimc of Fascism "Bnngs up 
to its highest tension all human energy and puts the 
stamps of nobility upon the peoples who have the 
courage to meet it Though v/ords are very beautiful 
things, rifles, machineguns, ships and cannons are 
more beautiful things still ” 

Pacifists must also consider the indisputable fact 
provided by events that all their writings, pleadings, 
arguments, reasoning and following are of no avail to 
the v/ill of these Dictators v/ith all their Military, Air 
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Force Tonks Maohlneguna and Polaon Qaj to declare 
war wage war and tubordlnate every thing to war 

The whole oi paolfiet thought may be claMlIled 
Into two broad categorioa One set denounce the use 
of force under any olrcumstancea and for any cause 
To this group most probably belongs Mahatma Gendht 
The other section claiming themselves to be utlHtarlan 
paolflsla hold that war between nations la Immoral and 
should not be allowed to carry on but do not believe 
that the use of force Is always and necessarily wrong 
An admirable exposition of this type of argument Is 
the book. Why War by C E. M. load Professor Joed s 
argument I believe must now hold no value as the 
book was written and the argument was addressed 
before Hitler declared yrax and began a oampalga of 
endless destruction all throughout Europe and now 
spreading to Asia and the Far East He begins by 
summarising his arguments against war which are 

(1) That preparedness for fighting and willing 
ness to fight do not give securily to the nation which 
Is prepared and willing Armaments In fact do not 
give safety in the short run 

(2) *Tbat the disposition to achieve Its ends by 
vlolenco is not a oharacteristlo that promotes survival 
either In an organism or in a community Belligerence 
in fact has no survival value in the long run 

(3) 'That nations who go to war do not even li 
victorious succeed under modern conditions In 
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achieving the aims for which they were ostensibly 
fighting, and that the effects of war are in general other 
than those which are either wished or intended 

(4) *That this generalisation is convincingly 
illustrated by the results of the last war. 

(5) “That it will be illustrated even more convin- 
cingly by the results of the next ® 

These arguments as will be seen are directed 
more against the declaration of war rather than against 
its prosecution when once it is declared Mr load him- 
self admits that the use of force is not necessarily an 
evil when it is meant to correct a wrong and he cites 
the example of pinching the ears of a boy when the boy 
turns naughty In this instance it is not the question 
of a boy turning naughty but so many big grown up 
boys, some even nearing the end of their lives, raining 
destruction on all corners of the earth and carrying 
such destruction into a matter of pohcy Mr load’s 
examples of naughtiness are thumbing at the piano 
next room and the tormenting of a kitten, and for 
stopping which, he says, he should not hesitate with 
v/hatever force he could command That is too much 
and Will the same load be unv/illing to punish a boy 
like this describing his exploits, “we had to set fire 
to the wooded hills, to the fields and little villages 
It was almost diverting . .The bombs hardly 
touched the earth before they burst into white smoke 
and an enormous flame and the dry grass began to 
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bum. I thought of the antmaU God how they ran 
After the bomb racka vfore emptied I began 
throwing bomba by the hard It was most amusing 
A big zariba tuiTounded by toll trees was not easy to 
hit I had to atm carefully at the straw roof and only 
succeeded at the third shot The wretches who were 
Inside seeing their roof burning Jumped out and ran 
off like mod 

•Surrounded by a clroje of firs about 5 000 
Abysslnlons came to a sticky end It was like HelL 

The boy In this case is Mussollnis son. Bruno 
Mussolini and the place where the boy plays is 
Abyssinia. Mr load oaonot but be aware of this boys 
naughtiness for I am quoting this from his own book 
of course reproduced at another place depicting tho 
horrors of war Abyssinia did not go to play mischief 
with the boy or his father and Italy had no charges 
against Abyssinia And as regards the results of war 
on which his subsequent argument Is based I should 
think ho is nearly oorreot He Is not fully correct 
because war fought on such prindplea bears some 
results and those are that the mlsohtef maker would 
be brought to bis senses for some time atleast and hfs 
Incentives for further aggression would be curbed 
Apart from that the war might bring In some unoxpo^ 
ledly good ref\jlts like the revolution In Ruasla which 
brought about the subsequent tnmsfonnatlon of that 
vast region in a manner undreamt of, but of course 
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which results in the subseqent war are being nullified 
As regards the biological aspect implied, I do not 
wish to question Mr loads authority, and even if 
Mr load be correct and wrong at the same time, 
the question of the supremacy of the Slav, Anglo-saxon 
and Aryan races and the fitness for survival of any 
of these would not be settled for quite a long time to 
come And if at all the quesbon is to be settled it will 
not be settled by one race surviving the other but by 
the annihilation of the whole racial theory and the 
merger of all races into one indivisible whole that is 
mankind When such a state of affairs comes we shall 
not have to auction Victoria Crosses won for valour, 
for living 

Mr load subsequently examines the methods for 
preventing war The first method is the same as 
envisaged by the quotation reproduced in the beginning 
from Hitler's Mem Kampf i e. the world domination of 
a single Power This alternative is however dismissed 
by Professor load for two obvious reasons Firstly such 
a power cannot be stable on account of the latent 
disaffection among the subject nations ultimately 
resulting in open revolt and a series of wars Secondly 
that state would only be the beginning for more 
extensive repression, which, if not resented would result 
in the establishment of a society of reasonably contented 
Robots, such as is envisaged m Aldous Huxley's “Brave 
Nexo World'll and if resented would again result in 
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rtTolutlon and the overthrow of the Qovemmonl 
However the da<arlpUon of Mr Joed falU far abort 
of the mart probably for the reeaon that Mr Joed had 
before him tfhen he wrote It Huxley ■ *5ro« Nevj 
TTorid* and not Adolf HlUora *Now Order 

The second method Is the estabUshment of an 
International Govemmant Arguing and counter arguing 
on the point Mr load does not seem to convince himself 
He will perhaps want Britain America and Bra other 
oountriei of Europe Inoludlng Germany and Italy go 
Socialist If possible and the Christian Church Introduced 
In Communlit Russia since Christianity Is praotloal 
politlos* and certain Treaties revised as to give Italy and 
Germany more of Colonies and the disbanding of the Air 
Foroes of all these nations He sees hope In another 
League since the original League of Nations Is now 
defunct, and plans a policy of appeasement and 
ooDoessions to the Fascist States and deals with an 
extension of the theory of Dual Mandate In respect 
of the administration of undeveloped territories AH 
these I am prepared to say would have sounded liberal 
mindedness on the part of an Englishman before the 
war broke out but to-day the whole perspective is 
different In the first plane can Hitler and Mussolini 
be brought to reason now ? If at all they agree for a 
peace what will be the terms and what will be the effect 
of such a truce ? Many vested tnlereats in England and 
America would willingly go to peace on Hitlers terms 
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1 e dismantling of Communism from Russia, return of 
colonies to Germany and recognition of Germany's 
pre-eminent position and overlordship on the continent 
of Europe and part of Asia But that would not bnng 
about a divorce between the Nazi Party and the German 
people as wished by Professor load Instead Fascism 
will entrench itself more firmly as to become incapable 
of being overthrown by any possible means and 
will gradually envelope the whole world devouring 
Bntam, America and Asia to the much discomfiture of 
Prof load, unless he finds some way out to reconcile hip 
Socialism with Fascism I cannot carry the argument 
farther, unless I am reasonably certain as to whether 
Prof load still persists in his belief of Nazi goodwill 
and his own ideas of Pacifism in the latest phase of 
the war 

The argument of the other set of pacifists, that is, 
total pacifists like Gandhiji needs more careful analysis 
Mahatma Gandhi’s advice to Englishmen at the beginn- 
ing of the war created quite a good sensation In that 
he wanted them to lay open their doors to the German 
invaders, allow their women and children to be killed, 
watch all these and wait for a moral turn in the minds 
of the Nazis followed by painful repentance Gandhiji 
knew that his appeal would be unheeded and that's 
why perhaps, he gave it You must not also forget that 
Gandhiji appealed to Hitler not to go to war, and Hitler 
must have surely recollected the sermon addressed to 
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hfm by the Prieat at the ChuToh In hla boyhood If ever 
he had done so in the flight of his memory and fell a wry 
tmlle curling his lips In utter derision over the futility 
of the Parson a advice then and presently Gandhljla 
<jandhIU a advice la not an entirely new doctrine 
Bertrand Russell In hIs book Justice *» TFartima* has 
described rrilh ohomctertsUo vividness such an Invasion 
by Gierinans of a non resisting England which I would 
like to reproduce In detail but for Its length He plctur 
Isoe a -military expedition coming from Germany to 
take control of England 'The force would not Ise Jarge 
since there would be no resistance and consecjuently 
no ferodty The oonquost would be no conquest, no 
glory to be won and the whole expedition would be 
redlcrulcus causing a feeling of disgust t&atead of 
pride After havtag completed such a conquest the 
Germans would peacefully evict the King from the 
Buckingham Palace and the Members from the 
House of Commons and set on the task of 
administering the country with the existing personnel 
of the Qvll Service and a few Imported bureaucrats 
But this would not simply go on since all of them would 
non-co-operate with the result of some being shot even 
But all of them would still refuse to carry out Instruc- 
tions Issued by Germans and persist In carrying on the 
existing regulations until every one of them would be 
dismissed from the Cabinet Minister to the Poatman and 
substituted by Germans 
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Mr Russell goes on to add ^The dismissed 
officials could not all be imprisoned or shot , since no 
fighting would have occurred, such wholesale bruta- 
lity would be out of the question ” The Germans 
would then find themselves in a whole mess to carry 
on with the admmistration If the Germans decree 
that German should be the language taught in schools, 
teachers would refuse to teach and they would be 
dismissed, and parents would not send their children to 
school No body v/ould serve in the Military or the 
Police or the Customs and there would be strikes of 
work every where including the docks and the railways 
^Whatever they touched would instantly become para- 
lysed, and it would soon be evident, even to them, that 
nothing was to be made out of England unless the 
population could be conciliated^ His final argument 
which is perhaps the most important runs as follows 

“Such a method of dealing with invasion would, 
of course, require fortitude and discipline But fortitude 
and discipline are required in war For ages past, 
education has been largely directed to producing these 
qualities for the sake of war They now exist so widely 
that m every civilised country almost everyman is willing 
to die on the battle field whenever his Government 
thinks the moment suitable The same courage and 
idealism v/hich are now put into war could quite easily 
be directed by education into the channel of passive 
resistance I do not know what losses England may 
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suffer before the present war la ended but if the? 
amount to a mlUlcm no one will bo aurpriaed An Immen 
■el? amaller number of )c«mb incurred In paasive 
letiataiioe would prove to any Invading arm? that the 
taab of aublootlng England to alien domination waa an 
impotalble one And thia proof would be made once 
for all, without dependence upon the doubtful 
accidenta of war 

In the above deacrlptlon and ihe concluding argu 
ment there are certain ba*lo facta which stand In bold 
relief to the casual obaorver The flrrt la la auoh a 
auggefllon practloable ? Would there not be some 
Motion at the population aa at present who would 
ocmolouil? oblect to such a polio? of pasdve reeitianoe 
Would not theae gentlemen have to be shot at the 
sacrifice of padflam or otherwlte dealt with before 
fuch a plan of patalve rertslonce ia agreed upon And 
would not there be also another aectlon who woiild 
acquiesce In letting In th^ Gennana but would not non 
co-operate and would instead co-operate with the 
German* to merit tpeclal lavoui* BaronotcleB and part? 
leadership What would poMlbl? the non-co-operating 
countr? dcr against these dissenters from their ovm 
midst ? And suppose b? fortitude and discipline all 
ends well aa regards the non-oo-op»rating aide but the 
Gennana behave quite differently to »diat haa been pic 
hired of their attitude The? eject you from your house 
plunder ?ou live on your earnings or accumulated 
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wealth, carry on the administration ]ust as they 
can or just as they hke, put you in prison and starve 
you out, forcibly take away your women, molest them, 
and generally make a Hell out of your good old country 
and boast all about their beastlmess as the Nazis 
actually do now They come to invade you because they 
are of such a lot not schooled in passive resistance, 
non-violence or truth For a pacifist to carry 
conviction must either admit that the whole of mankmd 
are made to pattern, acting in one way and respondmg 
to one will or throw over board his pacifist claims and 
submit to reason That the whole of mankind are not 
likewise, is evident from the fact that we have got to 
think m terms of invaders and invaded, good and bad, 
vncked and wise Further to preach pacifist doctrines 
one must overhaul the whole social structure which none 
of these pacifists is prepared In the first place there 
would be needed the abolition of economic inequalities 
between man and man and then social, religious, 
racial and intellectual inequalities Non-violence can be 
an excellent ideal in a world from where all these in- 
equalities have been removed, but it cannot be 
practicable in the present day world after any amount 
of schooling, drilling or discipline is evident from the 
chaos and confusion v/e nov/ have after so many years 
of training m religion, politics, mysticism and sociology 
To bring about such a change m the world, there needs 
a revolution which is atonce social, religious, economic 
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and ntfift atfociing Iho mlndfl of mon TlH Ihon to 
edvocato pacifism on a national and tntornallonal scale 
cannot be regarded as tonslblo instead Is dofinilol/ 
harmfol to tho happiness and well bolng of largo roosses 
of people 

In tho Eneyeloptudia of Vacxfitm ore cited examples 
of the successes achlosod by (he application of pacifist 
doctrines including Gandhljla nonviolence and civil 
dlsobedionco campaigns To an observer none of these 
Buccesses can be attributed to the practice of Pacifism 
or non tiolenco Theto succossos me toally successes 
of the minds of tho opponents In all cases their 
capacity for oiler thought and calm and doliborate 
roasonlng aaslsUng their minds to remedy the evil offools 
of previous wrongs. By having dorelopod these qualities 
earlier those opponents react in a way different to 
tholr iJrovi*^^ practices and such a change is inter 
protod as a success of tho application of tho Pacifist 
doctrine Suppose for example Gondhlil practised his 
non violence In Germany under (ho Naxls or India 
under their controL tho rosiills would have boon 
different By all possible chances ho would havo been 
taton away and his whole band of followers pul to 
slow but painful death to ooncenlrolion camps os 
a deterrent for other clltioos following In bis footsteps 
and the whole dvU disobedlenco campaign put on ond 
to It follows thereforo that tho sucooss claimed for the 
pracUco of nonviolence is a queallonablo one and the 
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principle of non-violence a questionable virtue in that 
it affords encouragement rather than determent to 
wickedness in the world 

In other parts of the world non-violence is only a 
topic for discussion, while here in India it is a political 
creed threatening to become a national policy The 
controversy as to whether the country should adopt it 
as a national policy or leave it to a band of Satyagrahis 
under Gandhiji's guidance to pursue on idealistic ends 
in a way they think best, to-day, assumes more impor- 
tance as the situation both at home and abroad 
developes Since Gandhiji took leadership of the 
Congress he has been persistently trying to convert 
that huge political organisation into a Satyagraha body 
with the intent of propagating his pet ideas, to the 
detriment of the nation as a whole This statement of 
mine is based on two facts The first is that the 
propagation of the creed has spread defeatism in the 
minds of Indians and restricted the full development 
of the national movement The next is that the country 
to-day experiences the most serious internal disruption 
to end which there is no reasonable prospect since the 
only organisation which can claim to be national and 
non-communal to a great extent finds its hands tied by 
its commitment to this mane and asinine creed, to 
repeat the words of Mr Webb Miller, the author of 
Found No Pcace^ Mr K M Munshi until lately an 
ardent follower of Mahatmaji has testified to this by 
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real^nlng from tho Congros* on thl* principle The 
correipondenca which patted between Mahatmall and 
Muntbl clearly Ylndicato my prortoua claim that 
Gondhljl It ujlng the Coogresa more for bit porson&l 
endt than that of tho nation In directing Mr Munthl 
and all those who do not boUoro Jn tho creod of non 
Tiolence to resign from tbo Congrott Gandhljl Is not 
acting truo to tho democratic naturo of the organisation 
at a whole On this point the views of dmnta Bxuar 
Potnjba are relevant In a leader artlole tho Paper 
comments 'Mr Muruhle rtew* on Iho lubfoct are 
probably approved by a nwilortly of Congressmen and 
If Mahatmajl Insists on their resignation or expulsion 
from the Congress the national organUaUon will 
automatically be traniferrod into a small body of 
Satyagrahts ^ J5ut a democratic 

body which tho Congress professes to be Is bound to 
teke the shape approved by tho majority of its mombera< 
and wo believe the time has come to ascertain whether 
Mohatmaji's Interpretation of non violonco is or ta not 
In accordance with the opinion of the majority 

The above quotation Is a (doar IndloaUon aa to 
how far Gandhijt has succeeded in convincing his 
countrymen as to tho efficacy of his creed Not even 
within the Congress can he claim a majority and not 
to speak of the rmtlon as a whole The opinion of 
orthodox Nationalists like Pandit Modan Mohan 
Malavlya clearly brings out this point and the vast 
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number of Socialists and Trade-Unionists are at a still 
greater distance from Gandhiji In addressing the con- 
ference of Hmdu Leaders held at Benares Pandit 
Malaviya said *Mr Gandhi has for a long time 
preached that violence should not be used even in the 
exercise of the right of private defence I have always 
differed from him on this point The great law-givers, 
Manu and Veda Vyas, laid down ages ago that a man 
IS entitled to use violence to protect himself from 
violence The Indian Penal Code also has laid down 
that one is justified in using violence against his 
assailant to save himself from attack 

"Mr Gandhi's preaching has produced a great 
effect on the minds of large numbers of people But I 
beheve the bulk of them would, if consulted, say, on the 
basis of experience that it is a reasonable provision of 
law which permits people to protect themselves by 
meeting violence by violence where necessary,* 

Malaviya's statement is very carefully worded but 
any ordmary person can clearly discern the mam 
argument contained in it In spite of the huge following 
of Gandhiji, the people who have any real faith in his 
principle form a very small minority Malaviaji's remark 
at another place in his address, regarding the Arms 
Act brings out an analogy between the effects of non- 
violence and the restriction in regard to the possession 
of Arms He said the Arms Act imposed restrictions 
on the possession of Arms even as a means of self 
"Statosman, July 5, 1941 
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defonco by lawful dtizons whUo in iplio of such 
restriotiona dacolla and crtainola found not mucH 
dlHlcuIty In potaoa&lng those In largo qiuintltioa. Non 
violonco is a voluntary Imposition adopted by rlghtoouo 
and lawful citizens whllo tho aggresslvo^lncfod ecction 
of the population like Iho criminals dacolts and Fasclsli 
oro tho least offeclod by such a preaching Under both 
the drcumitances in tho event of a conflict between 
the lawful citizens and tho unlawful cilizono tho 
advantages accrue to the unlawful ones Tho difforcnco 
la only to tho mannot of tho appUcatlon ol tho topoatVion 
In tho first case It Is external and forcible and In the 
latter It Is voKinlary and peaceful Tho results are moro 
or loss the same Tho unlawful by whatever names you 
might call them carry tho day not only tho day bu( 
so many days at a atrotch until and unless tho lawful 
realise their folly end shake off tho impositions and 
boharo naturally 

In our ozominatloQ of tho causes for tho present 
stulilfled position of tho Congross wo had reason 
therefore to put a largo share of tho burden on (his 
creed Congress primarily as a pollUcal organlsallon 
representing tho will of tho majority of tho citizens of 
India cannot shut Its oyoo to tho events happening 
outside the oi^try particularly whon those events have 
a direct bearing on the political dovolopmont of Ihe 
country But orory ono would at the same time roollso 
how fooUsb li would bo for such an orgonlcaffon, moored 
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as it IS to the principle of non-violence, to attempt any 
move in the matter of foreign policies It therefore 
behoves the Leaders of the Congress to save their faces 
to adopt the policy of the tortoise, call it, lying in wait 
The tortoise however doesn't realise that while lying in 
wait it may be even carried body and shell and put on 
the oven I view the present situation in that particularly 
alarming perspective and that vision only has prompted 
me to write this book It is not my own view point that 
the Congress should now boldly make its stand clear 
and dissociate itself from becoming an adjunct to the 
propagation of a useless creed in the present circums- 
tances, it is the view point of a large majonty of the 
Indian people can be seen from tho comments of a 
Newspaper which has the reputation of standing by the 
Congress Amnta Bazai Paiiila in a significant editorial 
gives expression to this sentiment 

*For the present the Congress has accepted it 
( non-violence ), if not as a creed, atleast as a policy and 
there also there is a good deal of difference between 
Gandhiji and the organisation as a whole, unless the 
Congress revises its policy it cannot participate in the 
war directly or indirectly even though it is opposed, 
bitterly opposed, to the Nazi cult The point for consi- 
deration IS whether, the Nazi menace coming nearer and 
nearer to the Indian scene, particularly after Germany's 
hostilities with Russia, the Congress would be in a 
position to fight or repel it by Gandhian non-violence 
‘Ainrila Bazar Patrila June 28, 1941. 
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Spooking for ouraolvoa hcncovor much vro may rottpocl 
GondhIJi's rlows wo hovo our gravo doubla as to tho 
efficacy of non violonco as aolvonl of Inlomal turmoil or 
Intomalionol gongilorlsm In tho pnyonl clrcumsloncos 
or In tho oxhUng rolalton of forces. 

-Tho Isfua thoraforo aftoT careful analyola amounts 
to this, fa tho Congross aa (ho Nation o znalor political 
organisation to romaln as an Idlo spectator to tho ovonls 
which aro now taking place with far reaching conso> 
quoncoa affecting hor cillsona and give room for tho 
Buaplcdon ol acting In a way sympaJhoUc to Fascism 
contrary to tho very purposo of its oxlstonco by reason 
of Its adhoronoo to a crood which it has not willingly 
adopted as its own or to throw awoy all such protoncloris 
and act In a way that would help croato a now history for 
tho country and tho world 7 Rolatod to this issue Is 
also the question whotbor (ho arguraont of non violence 
is sufficiently strong enough ns not to warrant tho 
country s portldpation in tho struggle that la now being 
carried on with the doolarod object of defeating 
Fascism To answer both these pointa I have tried In 
Iho preceding pages and If tho arorogo reader Is still 
In doubt over the issue Violence or Non violence In tho 
given drcumatancos I answer with tho quosUona 
Froodom or Slavery Virtue or Vico Life or Death for 
you Sir ? 



CHAPTER EIGHT 
THE COMMUNAL PROBLEM 

It would not be enough if we say we should fight 
the war On what basis, in what manner and to what 
ends we should hght are problems which need attention 
The moment we decide to fight we are required to 
make far reaching arrangements at home to enable us 
to fight the war thoroughly and with determination 
One of such arrangements is the solution of the 
communal problem particularly m regard to Hindu 
Muslim relations This has evaded all sorts of attempts 
at solution, may be, due to the recalcitrant attitude of 
the leader of the Muslim League I make this statement 
beanng m mind the fact that influential members of 
the Muslim League are as much anxious for the solution 
of the communal tension as some of the leaders of the 
Congress and the Hindu Mahasabha are It is also a 
fact that the common masses of both the communities 
are capable of sinking all their differences and uniting 
for a common cause as they have done previously on 
many occassions, but that the leaders of the communities 
are not so capable at the present juncture The recog- 
nition of this fact will have Important effects on the 
attempts to bring these two communities to-gether At 
the same time one must also admit that the Muslim 
League to a great extent represents the legitimate 
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aflpIraUonB of a lanjo maao of Mualim population Thosa 
masaofl boforo tho advont of tho Muslim Lcagiio wero 
greatly oympMsthaUc to tho idoals of tho Congress 
and then CongreM used to bo puroly a political 
organisation Since somo of the Congress leodora began 
Introducing Into the fabric of tho organisation mystical 
and religious Bontimonts alien to tho Muslim minds 
these masses wero gradually^ driven away from thd 
Congresa fold end with It wont Iholr potential leader 
Mr M A. Jlnnoh The blame thoroforo piimorily reals 
with the Congress for isolating large masses of Muslims 
Mr Jtanoh only took odvantage of Iho slhmlion and 
oxplottod their religious forveur Jiist os Qandhill 
managed to appoal to tho minds of large ceollons of 
Hindu population by his mystlo utterances and 
behaviour A cursory examlnatlcn of Gandhljls spoechee 
and writings would reveal how far Gondblh has made 
use of religion to win tho masses. Jlnnah has also done 
tho eamo thing Unonllghtenod masses of both the 
communities are prone to be won over by suoh 
aubtletiee and it ts only poUUcal tactics that made both 
tho leaders adopt tho same method oven though such 
tactics brought about their Isolation Wo have an 
example In tho tactics of Adolf Hitler whon ho launched 
tho campaign of anti Bolahovlsni to win over the 
Western Dotnocrectes end thereby gain time for bis 
plans When It served his purpoee ho had no dliflciUty 
In throwing overboard all hJs past professions and In 
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striking a bargain with the very Bolsheviks It is there- 
fore not unreasonable to expect a change of front on 
the part of the Muslim League or the Congress if either 
of the parties deems it necessary to adopt such a policy 
for its own benefit As political observers, our task is 
to explore the possibilities of such a change of front 
and the premises on which such an understanding 
could be brought about 

The whole purpose of the mdependence movement 
whether by Muslims or Hindus is economic gam 
Members of both the communities regard that under the 
rule of a foreign Government the national resources 
cannot be fully exploited for the purpose of enriching 
solely the citizens of the country In addition to the 
commercial and mdustrial discrimination meted out by 
the foreign rulers there are restrictions regarding 
employment in the Army and the Navy These various 
restrictions hinder the economic growth of both the 
communities To remedy this the choice presented to 
them IS the replacement of the present administration 
by a national one which would offer no such restriction, 
but v/ould also give unstinted support for the develop- 
ment of various other national sources of income 
Along with this would be the mental satisfaction of 
having a voice in the administration of their own 
country Congress took the field with the declared 
object of gaining this sort of independence for the 
country and this the Muslims too welcomed In 
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oddltlon tho Congroaa prcrtonted a vlda of ofhor 
economic golna to tho mosaeo by (heir progrocslvo land 
policy and notional planning When Ihoao do7oloF>- 
montfl wore taking ploc© there gathered ctrenglh certain 
alnlster movements within tho Congres* for g‘/ing 
whole organiaatlcn a Hindu bias Hindu ceremonial 
ritual* and Hindu oorlpturoa began to bo odopted by 
tho loadora of tho Congrcao Such a maclory o* tho 
Indian Hattonol Congroaa by Hindu politicians was 
facilitated by the Inlolleciual bechwaidnoia of tho 
Muslim community This backwardnosa is ovldont oven 
to-day and comparatively there oro fowor natlonol 
leaders ( m the txuo eoneo ) omong tho Muslims tbon tho 
Hindus This leaning on tho part of tho Congress uas 
reoonted by lorgo bcdles of Muallms and Ihoy wore I 
think justified In that If tho Conservative* in England 
wore to adopt freely Catholic religious rites end 
sermons In tho political concourco* I Ihihk thord 
would bo serious depletion of tho membership of that 
party If such a dopJotlon occur* It would bo no 
justification for tho loaders of thot lo claim that 
since Catholics formed tho majority of tho momborfl (of 
course this 1* not true of tho Ci>ncorvatIvo Party in 
England ) their ways and modes of thinking and living 
permeated the whole organisation Such on analogy 
I* true of tho Congreas In India tboro aro various 
oommunities ell of them equally doslroiw of gaining 
Indepondenco for their country but they cannot bo 
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expected to subscribe to the view that the results of 
such a gam should be the monopoly of the Hindus since 
that community is the largest Hindu members of the 
Congress may go to the extent of saying that they 
contribute in a larger way to the progress of the cause, 
while the efforts of the minorities aro characterised by a 
great amount of lassitude and disinterestedness They 
also claim that these minorities often go to the extent 
of turning against the fighters for national freedom by 
whole heartedly supporting the enemies and running 
into the enemy's camp under the slightest pretext of 
Congress domination 

The attitude of the minorities can be explained m 
this way, that they are more and more afraid of the 
possibility of the Hindus as the major community 
dominating the whole political life and administration 
of the country when once the Congress is able to 
declare the country as independent They cite as 
example, in justification of their fear, the attitude of the 
Congress leadership when that body as the major 
political organisation conducted the administration in a 
large number of the provinces guite recently They 
a’so point out the Wardha schemes of Education, the 
Satyagraha conventions and the essentially Hindu 
religious background of all Congress activities Parsis 
and the backward communities point out Prohibition 
as one such measure However I am prepared to state 
that as far as the legislative measures adopted by the 
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Provincial Congroct MJnlatrios during thoir ionuro of 
ofUco oro concomod nono of thorn could bo lorrnod an 
nx>aiuros of oggromdlsomont odoptod by ono conununlty 
ogoUut tho olhor though I connot tay tho eamo about 
the ullarancofl or other acIlvlHo* of tboso htinlatoro or 
tho higher authorllloa controlling thorn I bollovo tho 
ehouLs of Islam In Danger Minority Rollglona In 
Danger* board during the latter half of tho Congrosu 
regime related to this phase 

It Is also evident that by this time tho Congress has 
recognised Its previous roistokos and Congross loaders 
ore anslous to^ay to rectify those as far os possible 
This recognition In fact camo some time back and 
Congross for the past few years havo boon trying to 
placate tho minorities particularly tho Muslim League 
under Mr Jinnahs loadorshlp But for this thoro was 
ovldantly no reason for tho rise of tho Hindu Maha^bha 
as a rival to tho Muslim League and the Congress 
When this change to tho attitude of tho Congress 
become marked tho orthodox Hindu Nationalists wanted 
to siogo a counter bhilf to the Muslim League bogpy 
with tho result of tho Indian political horixon becoming 
shrouded by tho scrambles of those three organisations 
On close examination it would bo found that the 
fears of both tho Hindu Mabasabha and tho Muslim 
League are purely imaginary ■Islam In danger* is as 
much flotUloua as tho cry of *Hlndulsm In danger 
Under tho present circumolancos It is very unlikely of 



114 


MUST WE FIGHT ? 


one community over-ruling the other This can be true 
of the near future as well Then why these organisations 
are trying so hard to create illusions, you might as well 
ask The answer is since the Congress is getting into 
a rut the energies of the masses belonging to both the 
communities are stifled and which necessarily find a 
way out in the activities of these two organisations 
The task of leading politically a nation is not much 
different from that of leading a group of school boys on 
an excursion If you cannot hold the attention of the 
led in both the instances on the distant objective 
sufficiently, there is the likelihood of the grownups 
and the boys straying away and finding erstwhile pas- 
times on the way The masses are endowed with 
certain amount of impatience in all their actions, which 
of course is but natural What is needed is to captivate 
once again their attention with the prospect of a 
definite object and lead them to that object with will 
and determination The whole theory of Fascist 
technique is based on this psychological factor and 
Fascist Dictators carry out all their actions with the 
intent of dramatically focussing the attention of the 
whole masses on one object for the time being It is 
no use sitting on our backs and throwing abuses at 
these Dictators for their mastery of the human psychology 
and the success they make out of it India can be led 
on the road to Fascism quite easily enough, provided 
there is a sufficiently strong hand to lead it The 
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hotorog^noua mas5oa aro In a particularif good mood to 
bo trapped by the ovU goniua of a Fascist Dictator and 
once they aro trapped quite a dangerous concoction 
could bo mode of thorn Such a raaafl la equally 
siuceptlblo to bo carried away by emotion and if that 
emotion bo of tho right type they can bo led to glory 
09 well with equal oaao It thoroforo is only a que lion 
05 to which typo of per^ns lako control of tho filuation 
In eudi a dangeroua situation to Congroso must fall 
the historical task of giving a correct load to tho 
country Stoorlng a coureo midway bolwoon tho Hindu 
Mahasabha and tho Muslim Looguo rightly speaking 
Congress Is tho only erganUallon which can bycorliin 
changes In Ita pollclos inspire confidence In the minds 
of both the communitloo Moroovor It ifl an organisation 
built by the spKanlanooua efforts of both tho coramunltloa 
and has aaauraod a groat amount of Importance within 
tho country Its suecoso as on organisation d^pondo on 
Itfl moss support and os a righteous corollary tho 
Congress should at tho oppropriato moment oxproM tho 
will of tho raassos rather than rotroat to tho background 
If tho organisation falls at tho present momonl to bo 
guldod by tboto prlnolplos thoro Is no fuchflcatlon on 
tho part of the mass to doslro Its survival after this fatoful 
hour In averting such an Ignomlnoufl ond lies our hope 
and If that hope also vanlshoa woo bofall Its loadorfl and 
tho country on tho wholo Anything which stands in tho 
way of the Congress In this matter must bo ended 
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whether it be Gandhism or reactionary communahsm 
Gandhism as a phenomenon can and will be ended 
provided the masses are given the opportunity to under- 
stand the real implications of this smister creed The 
anti-toxms for this are scientific progress, unfettered 
economic and industrial development and the general 
enlightenment of the masses, combated by which 
forces Gandhism would fade away soon from the Indian 
body politic If any trace is left behind it would be by 
way of respectful memory to the moral personality of 
Mahatma Gandhi and not by way of remnants of his 
political Philosophy 

For the purpose of giving a correct lead to the 
country at this juncture, the points which need the 
immediate attention of the Indian National Congress are 
the following In the first place the Congress should 
reaffirm its faith in the economic and political 
programmes and make an emphatic denial that in future 
no side-tracking of these issues would be allowed by 
pursuit of pseudo-religious activities by Congress 
leaders and Office-bearers Opportunity should be 
given for the rank and file of the Congress to form their 
own opinion about the present international situation 
particularly in regard to the problems affecting India's 
defence, by open discussion preferably at a session of 
the Congress to be convened immediately If the 
callmg of a session of the Congress at this moment 
seems impracticable, opportunity should be given to the 
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mdmbert of the Ali India ConrTreia Committee to review 
the situation and fonn their ludgement The Congress 
should call off the Satyagreha campaign and declare 
national defence as the immediate obfeot Towards 
this the Congrees should once again tohe OiHoen and 
carry on the administration either Independently In the 
case of those Provlncee where Congress Ministries can 
carry a majority or Jointly with the Mahosabba and the 
Muslim League where the Congress cannot have such 
a majority Negotiations for such a working alUanoe 
with these two oommunal organlMhons should be 
cocomenced forthwith and if the Muslim Leagw mfiuas 
to any such parlays ezoept on the terns that the 
Congress admits to represent solely the Hindus and 
denies Its non-oommunal cbaraoter a manlfeeio on the 
signature of the members of the Working Committee 
should be issued addressed to the Muslim masses stating 
the term* fully with particular emphasis on the Congress 
alms end programmes. In this event the reactionary 
tactics of the Muslim League would be ezpoeed and all 
those Muslims who ore sincere about their professions 
regarding India s Independonoe would willingly take 
sides with the Congress. The Congress to vlndloate 
Its full faith and sincerity In the cause of the uplift 
of the Indian Mossalmans in a way eqiial to Its concern 
over the Hindus should gtvo op p ort u nity for more and 
more of Muslims to be elected as Its Offloe bearers and 
a large number of seats should be allotted to Congrees 
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Muslims in the distribution of Ministerial portfolios^ 
These alone would considerably undermine the in- 
fluence of the Muslim League and its claim to represent 
the majority of Mussalmans of India would be thrown to 
the wind Any recrudescence of communal riots 
fomented by way of retaliatory measures should be 
effectively suppressed by offering the maximum punish- 
ment to the miscreants and severe sentences to all 
Muslim or Hindu Leaders suspected of lending support 
to the activities of such miscreants irrespective of their 
political standmg and wealth Adequate military and 
police protection should be afforded to the public and 
by all these means it should be brought home to the 
minds of all citizens, lawful or unlawful that the 
Congress means busmess this time and no sort of 
sentiment would stop the Congress from exercismg its 
righteous discretion Congress should also declare 
that it proposes not to carry out any legislative measures 
calculated to affect the minorities religiously or other- 
wise without refenng such proposed measures to a 
Minority Commission to be set up jointly by the Con- 
gress and other representative minority organisations 
Congress should have as its nominees only Muslim 
members of the Congress having the best reputation 
for impartial and sound judgement capable of comman- 
ding wide respect among the Muslim masses Congress^ 
intention in these respects should be not to placate the 
Khan Bahadurs and Khan Sahebs who have found safe 
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plaoes at tho Miullm League Card tablo but to really 
»ati«fr the neodfl and oaplratlons of tho MusUro maosos 
Just as those of other ootnmunlUee Including Hindus 
During the period of the war tho Congress Minlilrlofl and 
other coalition Mlntalriea whoroTor fonnod should only 
press on with economic moasuroa calculated to allevlato 
the poverty of the masses and to strengthen the country ■ 
defences by e^enslve armament building and fortifl 
cation programmes Educational and other ooclal 
measures should bo suspended during tho Interim period 
till normal times are restored A nominated minority 
ccmmliilon Is suggested on account of tho fact that on 
olecrUvo body cannot bo convened without effecting far 
reaching changes In tho preoent Conrtltutlcn Such an 
eleotive pemunont minority commission can only bo 
formed after the present emorgonoy clrcumslencos when 
tho menacing forces ihroateolng tho country s security 
are completely annlhUatod Congress by vigorous 
anti Fascist propaganda should mobUiso all doraocrotlc 
elements In the country to taie part In tho defence 
programme and form Citizens Committees to actively 
co^p>erate with the Qovomment In the upkeep of Jaw 
and order Village oommlttoes and other Congress 
primary units should be so organised as to be capable 
of Inspiring the greatest oonfidence In the masses and 
of malntolnlng law and order in tho respective areas 
oven if there happens to be a breakdown of tho present 
eerrlces With such an objective outlook and Inforoed 
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by courage and determination these units should begin 
to be regarded by the whole population as custodians 
of public tranquility and order in future and the heralds 
of a new era of peace and prospenty for the country 

Contrary to expiectations, if the Muslim League 
agrees to discuss terms with the Congress presently, I 
think, the Congress should offer the following terms 
First that the Congress is willing to take the Muslim 
League into the fullest confidence regarding the adminis- 
tration of the country and as proof for such willingness 
Congress is prepared to allot Ministerial seats to Muslim 
League nominees in all the Provinces proportionate to 
the membership of the Muslim League in the Provinces 
concerned as compared to that of the Congress For 
this purpose the Congress and the Muslim League 
should be prepared to collect and make public their 
respective numerical following in all the Provinces In 
those Provinces where inspite of a Muslim majority of 
population, the membership of the League falls below 
the standard, the Congress should agree to bring up 
the number of Muslim Ministers to their due 
proportionate share in the administration by nominatmg 
Congress Muslims for the rest of the number over and 
above the seats legitimately belonging to the League 
by virtue of its numerical following in the area 
concerned Where Hindu Mahasabha or any other 
Communal organisation is a serious nval from the point 
of view of numerical following some sort of similar 
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arrangomonl ehculd bo orrlTod al io /onn a stabto 
Kflnblrr In tho Prcnrinco Thc'o coalition or joint 
MlnUtric* by whalotor naraci you propoco to coll thorn 
should agroo to work under tho dirocilon o( a 
ParUamontary Board compoaod of membars nomlnatod 
by tho Congro33 tho Muallni Loaguo tho Hindu f 'aha 
Sabha and a low othor promtnont communal or pollllcal 
organliationj according to tholr numoricaj following 
\/hon I writ© this I haro In mind tho Doprosjod CJaaaw 
but under any clrcumitancoa tho Importance asalgnod 
to all auch organioatlona should bo on tho basis of 
actual loBowtng coimtod by numbora and not by the 
standard of tho tall claims mado by tho Loadom There 
ero many such organisations virtually non^ilatant tholr 
only elrongth bolng tho alrongih of Ibo vocal chorda of 
tholr rojpocltro Loadors Tho composition of thla 
ParUamontary Board should bo on tho basis of the all 
India following of tho hfualtm Loaguo tho Hindu Maha 
Bobha and tho Congrots giving roproaonlatlon and 
wolghtago to tho various communltlos according to tholr 
proportlonalo ctronglh dortvod from eonoixo figures A 
concroto oxamplo Is gtvon to Indicate tho composition 
tho author has In vtow Lot us oesurao that tho total 
pjopulsUon of India it tho round figure 100 composed 
of 60 Hindu* 30 Muisalman* andTO other communities 
Let us also cupposo that out of there Congress has a 
following of 40 membors of which 30 arc Hindu* 0 
Muslims and 2 othor communllloc^ Tho Muslim Loaguo 
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has a following of 20 members, and the Hindu Maha- 
sabha another 10 members Let us fix the total number 
of the members of the Parliamentary Board to be 10 
in which case according to the census figures the 
proportionate representation for the communities on 
the Board would be on the basis of 6 Hindus, 3 Mussal- 
mans and 1 other community man. The representation 
according to the numerical strength of the Congress, 
the Mahasabha and the League on the Board would at 
the same time be as 5 Congressmen, 3 Muslim Leaguers 
and 1 Hindu Mahasabhite leaving aside the reserved 
other community man alone Of the five Congressmen 
on the Board according to the weightage proposed by 
me one would be a Muslim taking into consideration the 
ratio of 30 Hindus to 8 Muslims out of a total member- 
ship of 40 for the Congress According to this the 
membership of the Parliamentary Board would be recast 
as 4 Congress Hindus, 1 Hindu Mahasabhite, 1 Congress 
Muslim, 3 Muslim League and 1 other community In 
this Composite Board supposing that the Hindu Maha- 
sabha man is willing to sink all his differences with the 
Congress, the Hindus will have only five members as 
against 4 Muslims, though by numerical strength based 
on census figures they are entitled to 6 seats as agamst 
4 Muslims If the Muslim League is capable of coming 
to an alliance with any other two members m the body 
they may become equal to the Congress and thus create 
a deadlock I think for such representation the Muslim 
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Ldaquo London cannot have any objection ilnco Ihny 
ore offorrod more than what they can legjllmaloly 
dolro ot the exponso o{ the Hindu community Moreover 
they gain the additional locuHty of further tupport from 
the other mombera In Iho ovonl of Iho CongrcM 
Ihroatonlng to proceed with an entirely unjustified and 
provocatlTo moasuro to which Iho other mombera may 
reasonably bo expected to stand against In my 
example however I have taken entirely arbitrary figures 
which bear no reaomblanco lo the actual strength of the 
various CommunlUos and Parties 

The purpose of such a Board would bo functionary 
and lo on extent disciplinary The MlnUlortal members 
would be selected by the Working CommJtteos oi the 
respective organisations for example the Working 
Committees of the Indian Notional Congress the Hindu 
MahasakJia and the AU India Muslim League The 
Board would bare no aulhoiily to sit on Judgement on 
Iho discretions of those Working Commiitoec and hence 
these organisations would bo still retaining Uieir 
Independent nature So also In the event of disciplinary 
action being taken by a majority decision of the 
Parliamentary Board against any one Minister the next 
Incumbent would be selected by the Working Committee 
of either the Indian National Congress the All India 
Muslim League or the Hindu Mehasabha according 
as to whoso nominee baa been so subjected to 
disciplinary action and not by the Parliamentary Board 
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The functionary work of this composite Parlia- 
mentary Board would be to carry on the programme 
settled upon by all the three organisations prior to 
coming to an agreement on the above terms The 
programme should be drawn out as to include the more 
pressing needs of all the communities as embodied in 
the political programmes of these organisations These, 
for the duration of the war, should as far as possible 
include only economic measures and not socio-religious 
measures Added to such a selection would be the 
needs of the defence work and the armament pro- 
gramme To come to a satisfactory settlement on these 
problems I do not think there can be any serious tussle, 
perhaps, none at all These measures can in no way 
turn out to be detrimental to the minorities, and thus 
there can arise no question of one community riding 
rough shod over the other Instead, all the communities 
would stand to gam by the carrying out of such a 
programme If any body still cares to shout *Islam m 
Danger* or ^Minorities in Danger* they should be 
consigned forthwith to the lunatic asylum or cnminal 
reformatory schools, if we do not attempt at building a 
replica of the German concentration camp though these 
people deserve it 

I should like the programme to be settled and 
agreed upon between all these organisations before 
going to the polls Unless a general election takes place 
there can be very little chance of arriving at any 
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conununai coltlomont Mmy porjoru might nrtjuo that 
tho Congroflj Iho Mahocobha and Iho Loagoo thould 
fight on tholr present Josuc-nt a forthcoming clecUon 
CO that those bodies would be In a position to rtndicoto 
their stand by verdict of Iho oloctoralo In such on 
ovonk It would bo still rooro difficult to coino to any sort 
of working arrangomenL If one or moro of these 
organisations fall to roach tho rogubllo standard tho 
winning party would bo In no roood to occomodato 
tho olhor nor would the Icrlng parties bo In a position 
to present 0 convincing case On tho olhor hand iho 
prosontatlon of a definite programmo would inspire a 
groat amount of conlidenoo and mutual goodwill in 
tho minds of the public and (ho concertod propaganda 
before tho olocUons would allay communal distrust 
Under tho present dehcalo Situation to allow Ihoso 
organisations to fight tho olecllono on their independent 
stands would moan tho fanning ot tho smouldering 
communal fire with tho wind of rival communal propa 
ganda at tho tlmo of tho oloctlons and this would 
result in dlsturbancos on a scalo for moro serious than 
hitherto orporloncod 

Ofcourso my lest argument can only tako elfoct if 
the Govommont agree to cajl a general election by 
dissolving the prosont Legislatures If tho Govommont 
insist that tho present Loglslaturos should continue to 
function certain modifications In tho plan outlined 
above need bo made A dotollod study o( tho whole 
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problem would require a more elaborate thesis than the 
scope of the present work, and an attempt at which 
must necessarily be reserved for another ocoassion 
However, the modifications needed would not be so 
drastic as to set aside the whole purport of the plan 

Reverhng to disciplinary function of the compo- 
site Parliamentary Board, I venture to suggest that a 
rigorous censorship should be enforced on the Minis- 
ters and also on the individual members of the Board 
that none of them should indulge in any sort of disparag- 
ing remarks or statements regarding members of another 
Community Contravention of this provision should be 
severely dealt with by taking disciplinary action against 
such members If this censorship could be extended 
to all the office-bearers of these organisations during 
the war so much the better Mr X a Muslim can be 
permitted to speak something in favour of the Hindus 
but cannot be permitted to speak anything against the 
Hindus He can be permitted to cnticize the short- 
comings of Muslims but if he has to criticize the short- 
comings of Hindus he should do so through the agency 
of a Co-Minister who is a Hindu In the same way 
Hindu Ministers must be subjected to a similar code of 
discipline This precaution is suggested to preclude 
the recurrence of the mistakes which were committed in 
the past 

Orthodox Hindu members of the Congress would 
severely criticize my plan, so also the members of the 
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League ( the latter tuo organisations shorn off the Rao- 
Bahadurs, Dev/an-Bahadurs, Khan-Bahadurs and Khan- 
Sahebs would present very sorry spectacles ), the 
Congress should act and think m terms of the masses 
It the Congress is prepared to lay all its cards open on 
the table and declare the Congress intentions 
unequivocally I believe the masses irrespective of the 
fact whether they are Muslims or Hindus would find the 
Congress stand more correct and appealing to their 
good senses than the pretensions of any other organisa- 
tion Sincere intentions on the part of the Congress to 
treat the Muslim masses and the Hindu masses on equal 
terms would cut the roots of the Muslim League right 
below the ground and m no time that body v/ould be 
consigned to the back-ground along with many other 
erstwhile groups My suggestion is meant as such a bold 
example and its execution needs unprecedented courage 
on the part of the Congress Leadership, but the results 
would also be equally staggenng and successful. 

One passing remark must be made about the 
Pakistan scheme over which there is so much of 
controversy now I admit it is a dangerous proposition 
The mere scheme is not dangerous, but the way it is 
presented by the Muslim League leaders has something 
sinister about it Cultural autonomy for different 
nationalities is not a harmful proposition, instead, it is a 
very sound and desirable one Lenin propounded the 
scheme very thoroughly and the present-day Soviet 
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Union hafl adopted Lenin « dichito in eolrlng Ha minority- 
problem The loluUon haa been auocewful In the 
USSR, can be gauged from the existing aoUdaritf 
of the various autonomous Republlca In the Union all 
of them pursuing one common aim But Pabistanism 
does not atm punsl/ tuoh a cultural nutonoray as 
presented above it aims some thing more The under 
curronls of Pakistan He In Pan Arabism and Pan Islaralam, 
the two Bohemes buried for some ilme past but 
resurrected by Fascist propagandists In Home and Berlin 
and energetioally propagated through agencies like 
Jamatt'* Mtuhntn end EUh<idt-4UAmU with head 
quarters In Berlin to split the Eastern Hemisphere into 
two or more antagonistio groups PanJlrablsm and 
Pan Islamism are oaloulated to bring about another rival 
Empire throughout the world composed of Islamic Nations 
or peoples with Arabic descent to fight the existing 
Empires from within Perusal of literature on Pakistan 
BOhame bears out fuUy this suspicion and if Fascism is 
allowed to have another gasp the day would not be far 
off when India would be split into two rival campe one 
fighting by the side of Nazis as Saviours of Islamio 
Nationalism and the other In alliance with the British 
fighting to retain the present demoorstio structure the 
propagandists of Pakistan are inspired by the Fascist 
ideals that a wrong perpetuated for a sufiloiently long 
time would tend to bo regarded as right and a lie 
repeated many times would gain the authority of an 
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axiom Hitler has expounded this theory in his Mem 
Eampf in the words 

*The magnitude of a he is always a certain factor in 
making it believed, for the great masses of the nation are 
at the bottom of their hearts more apt to be merely 
demoralized than consciously and purposely bad 
Consequently, they more easily fall a prey to a big he than 
to a small one, smce they themselves often tell petty lies, 
but would be restramed by shame from too big a one 

The effect of such propaganda method is evident 
from the public appreciation of the scheme, Pakistan 
When the suggestion was first mooted even some of the 
Muslim League leaders thought it a preposterous claim 
and the day public regarded the assertion that the 
Hindus and the Muslims are two seperate irreconcilable 
nations as a monstrous he But to-day by ceaseless 
application of propaganda vast sections of people have 
begun to thmk that there is some substance in the- 
Muslim League claim, and the day would not be far off 
when this section would go out to stake their lives for 
the culmination of this preposterous claim 

I do not wish to charge all the Muslim League 
leaders as accomplices in this dangerous activity 
They are innocent victims to Nazi machinations and 
wire pulling Some of the members at the same time 
have become active agents of the Nazi fifth column 
The Government of India had reason to suspect the 
activities of certain Muslim organisations in the country. 
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who wore actively preparing to carry out the Muallm 
League clahna of Paklatan Into effect and cet up a 
Military regime on thete model*. The pity i* that these 
person* who regard co-operation with the National 
Government of India composed of Muslim* and Hindu* 
an outrage and tnluetice are prepared to go oh the way 
out to become toots and allle* of demonaical Fasoist 
reactlonarfes and regard that a* highly honourable and 
oommensurate with Islamio tradJUon*. They are onty 
plotting iJb) the Iron Guard* In Humania, the 
Cegovl&rds in France the UslacW and Xulhirbund In 
TogotJavia the Hetmatbund and Dlnasoa In Belgium 
Londesgruppa Dono-marl: in Denmark and varlou* other 
minority and cultural groups in almost aB the countries 
of Europe Asia and America with the high hopes of 
setting up puppet Fuehrers ell throughout the world 

Not only Muslim* hare been subjected to thi« 
systematio propaganda Hindus with pro-Fa*oIst loaning 
and Congressmen with dictatorial aspirations are begin 
nlng to sympathise with these aotirltie* It is only 
regrettable that such dangerous sympathies should bo 
oUcrwed to exist without being nipped In the bud 

Exploitation and exaggeration of mlnorlly claims 
oro tried plans In the Naxi Blue BooL The extent of 
these highly dangerous activities can bo gauged from 
the suocos* of disruptive movement* in all the European 
countries The Naxi tactic* Is to split the country on 
which they have aggressive intention* Internally first. 
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and then to pounce upon when the civihan morale is a,t 
the lowest ebb It is for these reasons I have expressed 
the gravest warning against the continuance of the 
present state of communal dissensions The Muslim 
League and the other communal organisations may be 
innocently voicing their claims for cultural autonomy but 
there is the likelihood of the situation getting out of the 
control of the present leaders of these organisations 
Enemy agents through local sympathisers may oust the 
present leaders and implant their own leaders with all 
their might and propaganda technique to create an 
entirely new outlook for the masses I admit my entrea- 
ties or solution can have no desired effect and people 
may even question my competence to put forth such 
claims. My right is only a sincere desire to see the 
country march towards progress and freedom instead of 
being disrupted politically and economically by dissen- 
sions within its frontiers When we are planning the 
world to assume more unified shape than hitherto 
existing, to facilitate allround progress, it is no use trying 
to split the nations composing such a world into dis- 
proportionate halves and antagonistic creeds We should 
aim at patching up things and cementing strained rela- 
tions instead of seperating the parts tending to break 

The latter procedure will only assist disintegration and 
consequential rum of all the present national entities 
and the rise of evil forces in the wake of such a calamity 
to throw back the world mto the abyss of pre-histonc 
barbarism 



CHAPTER NINE 

THE FUnUTY OF PEACE TALK 
Eror since the flight under mysterious clrcunii 
tanoes to England of Hudoll Hess the Deputy Fuehrer 
of Germany there hare been waves after wares of 
peace talks emanating from all possible sources stran 
gely conceived The writer wrote a letter to the 
AmnUx Bazar Pntnka an Mtpf 17 1941 few days after 
the incident hazarding a guess of the real Implications 
of the arrtrai of this Nazi personage which has proved 
correct This letter was not published by the Editors 
for reasons best known to them and the writer thought 
of adding ft as an appendix to this volume but ooufd 
not get back the letter from the paper In spite of 
repeated reqiiests in writing 1 ventured to express in 
that letter that Rudolf Hess took the Inltiatlre to leave 
Germany not by any sort of disillusionment or perfidy 
but through the actual conntrance of the Nazi leader 
I also stated that the Nazis were preparing for an attack 
on Russia and that all their campaigns In the Balkans, 
Syria and Irag vrere carried out with the Intenllon of 
encircling the Soviet Union and not as a threat against 
Britain or British possessions for the time being As a 
precautionary measure against this more I dted the 
leasing of a dozen Aerodromes In Iron by Russia and 
reported Russian troop movements^ It was also pointed 
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i{ riM't I 'f' con-'flf •■cd *h*ti !hi5 ii'ctt '"crt v 
macl<^ t .'.h*'r. Vt o Pr'*'" and tr*^ oabhC/ d*' 'tbora 
ich, in-D’-f'dty; th'^ officials In Eho ’-no of Hci'' 
epicoclo Vioro l'’'irlhnn v/dh fb*- a''"'^itinnr '>^3 hno 
Como an on o'^capc from, Na’i {vr''nn> and fhat ho 
dinlllusionoa by Hitler'' raporochmonf ’-ith RusDian 
Bolohevicm and that plans v^ro comrlcfr fo'- mo’-o full 
and complete co op'^raflon betv/een G‘‘nnan> and 
Russia whereby each one of them ^vould p’-ocoed .vith c 
series of aoqrcnsivo campaigns m the r.phe’'e5 of in- 
fluence assigned to the respcctKc parlies to the agree- 
ment To the Russian sphere of influence, it v.ns also 
asserted, were assigned India, Iran and Afghanistvin. 
In such circumstances I could ver>' well imagine the 
consternation that vrould ha\o been created by my 
analysis of the situation in the minds of the public 
and of the Editors concerned 

However subsequent events proved that my 
vision vm 3 correct and the /Iwn/to i?rtr «7 PahiAn came 
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out with an editorial, one month alter on Juno 72 
194 T undor Iho caption Why thU Sllonco demanding 
aji oxplanotion fron tho Britfah Cabinet regarding Iho 
message brought by Hess and which ondod vrllh Iho 
warning 

*Tho Hots affair is a aolomn warning to those who 
aro fighting for domoorocy and freedom We cannot 
believe that in a democracy anylhlng cheuid happen 
about which Parliament should bo dollboratoly Jcopl In 
tho dark but diplomatic oschanges should tako plac^ 
botweon tho British Govommont and tho foreign Penroro 
This Is in a way a tnbuto to Hiliers tochnlquo lor 
democracy cannot thrive on djplomoUc socrocy or 
reglmontation of the Prou and propaganda machine Jn 
the approved totalitarian atyle A grevo situation has 
arisen and Hess is only a link m the chain 

This editorial doservos to bo studied by all for It 
contains obciorvallons like “There was a widespread 
rumour which has not boon dIspoDed by oubsoquonl 
war devolopmenls that there was something like q 
spiritual bond between tho oxpononts of tho totalitarian 
regime In Germany and an Influential sootion of ihe 
British aristocracy who would strive for peace at all 
costs Jleprosentatlvos of these men and 

women bad held high positions In the Baldwin Cabinet, 
came to dominate tho policy of the Chamberlain Govern 
ment and claim to assert themselves oven to-day in tho 
direction of policy And it also contains the huge 
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question mark *Are these men muddling in connection 
with the Hess episode ^ Are they stiU on the saddle in 
Britain ?” 

My letter also drew pointed attention to Mr 
Churchill's silence and President Roosevelt's last minute 
cancellations of important declarations and the constant 
secret diplomatic exchanges My assumption of sinister 
implications in the visit was guided by these pomters 
and I have no grudge against the Editors of the Amnia 
Bazar Pairika since they have given expression to 
identical views, though a bit late The purpose of my 
once again drav/mg attention to this is to fortify public 
opinion against the demoralising effect of possible 
peace offensives Even to-day the Bntish Cabinet is 
keeping secret the exact nature of the proposals 
conveyed by Rudolf Hess and important members of 
the Cabinet still try to dismiss any legitimate queries 
regarding the same with such remarks as no one cares 
a cuss about Hess ** I ask them, then why do they care 
so much about Hess, and take care to see that every 
thing connected with the proposals he brought from the 
Fuehrer's headquarters should be shrouded in mystery 
It is reasonably to be anticipated that as the 
catnpaign in Russia proceeds, the peace offensive will 
also gam momentum This time it would be more m 
the Americas and the British capital By that time 
circumstances would have so altered as to make public 
the proposals brought by Rudolf Hess a reasonable 
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propofltion In tho mooniUno Iho ajslfltanco to Ruaita 
vrould bo 80 tlmod os to bo of praclIcaUx bttlc 
importanco to Ruitia ThU rrauld bo oxpfatnod as 
befn? duo to foar of opinion bocomino dlvldod in 
England and Amonca over Iho icsuo I thlnb for all 
theso HfUcr would hai.o roajon to congratulate hltncolf 
In ^ow of theso one hat to treat with roscrvotlon all 
cortj of poaco proposaU omanallng from noutral as well 
as enemy sources On cicso scrutiny it would bo found 
that all ol thorn aro Inipltod by enemy propaganda and 
not by any dosiro of Iho common folk of any of tho 
democrallc counlrloe What would bo Iho nature ol 
such poaco proposals ? Hiller would moat probably 
propose that ho would renounce his claims to annox 
Iho counldei now occupied by him for example 
Yugoslavia Grooco Bulgaria RumanUi Hungary Bolglinn 
Donmarlc and Norway Ho would suggest that Iho 
prosent Govermnonts in those countries should bo 
allowed to carry on and if so demod by Vichy ho 
would also considor a rovision ol tho prosonl boundaries 
of occupied Franco Thoso proposals would bo rubs 
tantiatod by indopondent doclaratlons by tho prosent 
Gorommonts of all thoso ccMinlrios who would un 
condlUonaDy support Hltlors injunctions In this regard 
Ho would also go to tho extent oi saying htmself or 
manage others probably noutral countries to toD on 
hla bohalf that all thoso proposals go to prove hts un 
selfishness and unaggressivo and poacoful Inlonllons 
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since by such an act, he would be renouncing his right- 
ful claim, to keep what he has conquered by sacrifice 
of precious German blood and money Hitler has 
already made knov/n his plans regarding the sharing of 
conquered Russia These according to the Stockholm 
correspondent of the Daily Tclegiaph quoting Nazi 
official circles are as follov/s 

*1 Fuehrer v/ould be content with the capture of 
the Baltic States, Leningrad, the Ukraine, Russian 
occupied Poland and the remainder of Russia as far as 
Urals This would put an end to "more territorial 
demands in Europe " 

2 Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia to be independent 
under German orotection like Slovakia, 

3- Rumania, Hungary, Slovakia and Finland to 
receive an enlargement cf their territory 

4 A white Russian State to be formed south of 
the Baltic States extending to Moscow, possibly includ- 
ing that City 

5 A "Free® Ukraine, German controlled and 
under the nominal leadership of the former Hetman 
Skoropadsky 

6 Independent Caucasian, Georgian and Arme- 
nian States, all Geiman controlled and garrisoned 

7 All these areas having German Garrisons and 
under German industrial control to act as suppliers of 
food and oil to the Reich ® 

What noble ideas for the Fuehrer to conceive i 
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All lhe«© Btnall counWe# to benefit at the expense of 
Qennanj' since Russia of course can have no right for 
erlafenco for they have an unholy regime I 

The City of London and the big guys of Wall Street 
would begin to convince themselves that these are all 
reasonable proposals provided of course the Fuehrer 
agrees to give them the contracts to ana, feed and 
olothe all these nationals They would also try to 
convince their respective Goveminenls that these are 
all quite fine since these Governments are no longer 
needed to be vigilant over the Communist menace and 
that Capitalism ^tou]d have another lease of life with the 
restoration of such fine territories to its possession 
Sumner Wells declared at the International Wheat 
Conference the other day that blUlcns of Dollars worth 
of vdieat would be found hanging In the hands of 
producers without any outlet for sale ere long I think. 
Instead of talking spaciously on Freedom New york and 
English businessmen would like to dispose of their 
surplus stocks as early as possible 

Let us examine what would be the effect of conoed 
Ing to such a peace proposal None of the countries on 
the Continent would remain Independent even after a 
formal declaration of independence not even Italy 
The Governments of all these countries are the mouth 
pieces of the Naxl Party lackeys employed by Hitler to 
carry out hls Instruollons Their main task Is to plunder 
Innobent cftlxens of theh* everything Including their 
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freedom and make presentation of such plunderings to 
their masters, the Nazi supermen, trained m the detes- 
table sadistic schools tearing rats and other small 
animals as routine curriculum to gam proficiency and 
callousness to murder ruthlessly innocent men and 
women The truce on such terms will only be a 
preparation for another war to annihilate the remaining 
traces of Democracy in the British Isles, America and 
probably Australia But, it is unlikely, there would be 
left any trace of Democracy m England if the English 
concede to accept peace on such terms By the very 
act, English Democracy will have mortgaged itself into 
the hands of its businessmen and the aristocracy who 
would naturally invoke the assistance of a Mosley or 
some other puppet Fuehrer to keep order for them to 
carry on their joint plundering Then Hitler does not 
need any military conquest of England and all that 
would be left for him to conquer would be America 
The only anti-toxin left in the world for Fascism, that is 
Communism, would be completely wiped out, by then 
There v/ould be no question of oppressed nations and 
oppressed nationalities , none would dare say so 
Everything will be subordinate to the Nazi will to live 
and every territory on earth will constitute their 
living space 

The citizens of England and America, I doubt 
will ever agree for such a sell out The chances for 
defeating Hitler are to-day greater than ever. A month 
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ago {}jat wm not the caieandlf the Daraocraclo* do 
not laie opporlunltr of the proflont JavourabJo circums 
tanOM there la very llttfe hopo of Democracy aurrfvlng 
the trial They hBv*e to think In terma of to<morrow and 
not to^ay To^ay a trlala and mlaerles no doubL are 
very great, but Engllahmen your trials yesterday ifore 
greater and more tragic. There are more Comrades In 
Arms now and you consequently stand toshouJdera 
lesser burden You must think nUtures are around 
the place There la no peace now 11 you do not show 
llh you be tem to pieces end eaten up The 
lenionesB and dreariness of the present add only to 
the pervading tense of oppreiflon It Is no relief 
It Is kilUng 
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THE STRUGGLE OF THE OPPRESSED NATIONS 

We must consider at this juncture the future of 
the oppressed nations, particularly India No doubt the 
war IS a definite set back to the cause of democracy 
even in the most democratic countnes and it can well be 
imagined how it will affect a country like India where 
democracy is more in talk than in deeds I must con- 
cede in this respect to Prof Toad's dramatic description 
of the effects of war on civilian life Prof Toad m a 
denunciation of war in his book, Why War writes 

*A visit to the Grill Room of a West End Hotel 
during the last war would have opened the eyes of 
those who still maintain that war has a moral, a clean- 
sing, or a punfying effect upon a nation There were 
visible for all to see the men to whom the war had 
brought power, prominence and wealth Profiteers 
rank and lush, and uniformed jacks in office guzzled 
and swilled and chattered of the profits the war had 
brought them The daughters of the aristo- 

cratic poor paraded their attractions before the fishy 
eyes of the newly enriched " 

This rise of the scum and refuse of society to the 
top in war time, which is as much true in England, 
New York, Berlin and all throughout India and the 
world, except in Soviet Russia perhaps, presents only a 
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l93Ber evlL The more serious evil Is the curtaJlmeDt of 
civlUao libortT by oD sorts of Defence Acts and Ordinan 
ces Invoked by special sanction snierg®noy powers 
and what not to meet the ozlgendds of war time These 
measures It Is said are Indispensable for the defence 
of the country and the security of the people but what 
sort of security would be left for the people when they 
are ordered to sunxmder their everything to the 
Military Is ununderetandable RlgcFTOus consoreblp of 
the Press and public utterances are imposed and 
freedom of association and speech are denied to the 
people Still all this in the name of freedom and demo* 
oraoy and the citizen naturally asks li for this type of 
freedom and democracy we are asked to fight are these 
worth fighting for This only duplicates Fascism at home 
and Fascism oannot be fought by adapting Fasdsim 

The substance of demootacy lies In the fact that 
the Military is set up to servo the cdvllion population and 
not to dictate to the people and the Government They 
ore to obey the commands of the people and the 
people s Government to defend the rights of the 
people against usurpers On the contrary if the military 
takes over the command of the people suoh act 
measured by democratic standards has to be regard^ 
as rude and preposterous as the Chief of the Gover 
nor 8 Body Guard taking charge of the administration 
Ever elnc© the Mutiny Act In England tt has been the 
rule of law that MUltary Chiefs every year should go to 
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the House of Commons and receive Parliamentary 
sanction for their continued existence. On this mea- 
sure has depended the democratic nature of the 
British Constitution which rules out as long as the Act 
remains in force the possibility of military despotism 
taking control of civilian affairs In the face of such a 
measure Mr Michael Foot in a much discussed article 
depicts the situation in present day England 

”Never again was England threatened by a mili- 
tary dictatorship, or even by the lesser, but more 
insidious, encroachment of military power into civil life 
Never until to-day ” 

Mr Foot continues to ask 

^How powerful is the man, whose control over 
nearly three millions of his best fellow-citizens is 
absolute ! How easy to suggest, in the name of effici 
ency, order and disciphne, rhat he should be allov/ed 
to establish a military system on the best Teuton model ' 
A British Potsdam instead of a British Parliament , 
Major Generals instead of Regional Commissioners * 

This IS the penalty of thoughtless action In France 
a rigorous Mihtary censorship helped the ruling clique 
to sell out the country France was the birth place of 
Democracy and to the French people Liberty, Equality 
and Fraternity formed the Trinity ever since the days of 
the revolution Still the people were helpless and it 
was only their helplessness that assisted their rulers to 
sabotage freedom on a national scale With the example 
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of France before the world can people everywhere 
fftill fejgn to be tmaware of the dangera they invite by 
fetthig others do the task they ought to do themselvo# 
The man In the street la often obaesaed with the Idea 
that onoe he caata hta vote in favour of one man hia 
share in the admlnlatration la over and it la that olhor 
man e job to look after the country a welfare In the 
event of an emergency ho aurrendera hli liberty hla 
very oxJatence including hia personal poatesslons to that 
other man or the Government ho represents to do what 
they like with all these The effect of panic on mans 
reaaoning capaoltiea can find no better example. 

I do not mean to say that men In national emer 
gency should not surrender their everything for the 
sake of their country I only suggest that they ihould 
also consider whether by such an action they help the 
cause of the oountry or the reveree They have a right 
to ask of those people who call forth auch a surrender 
their competence to utilise It to the advantage of the 
country and their honesty of purpose If they lack both 
then there la no sense in surrendering things precious 
to oneself 

We In India have more reason to be afraid of 
thoughtleasnees If we surrender what little liberty wo 
have it will take years of begging to get a trnoe of It 
restored. Emergencies can be prolonged if that suits 
the purpose or excuses dug out from legal archives to 
perpohiate measures of erstwhile tmportanoe Many of 
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the ordinances may become permanent on the Statute 
Book The measures to-day go to make us tongue-tied, 
restrict our movements and put us into captivity without 
the nght of being heard for offences v^hich may not 
be offences at all To speak that we want freedom, to 
meet persons whom we would like to meet in larger 
numbers, to write about things which actually take 
place, to wish to share our comforts with our comrades 
equally, all these can be offences to-day Why it has 
become so ? We v/ere thoughtless, when we vnthdrew 
our representatives from the Government Even though 
they would not have been able to help us much, they 
would have atleast tried to mitigate the rigours of the 
oppression to-day They would have asked us to shut 
our mouths but not put cotton wool mto our mouths, 
they would have asked us not to wnte ill of others, but 
they would not have surely cut our hands for that 

In this war we leave much of our things to others 
That IS our mistake They are not going to win the war 
for us If they are capable of it they wouldn’t have 
driven us to it If the war is lost we stand to lose our 
everything Perhaps that might be a victory to them 
It IS our war, the peoples war and it must be won by us 
If Fascism is defeated by our own efforts there will be 
nothmg left to stop us from having our way 

Oppressed nations have their share in this war By 
helping to defeat Fascism they are helping to loosen 
the grip of others on them By invoking the aid of 
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Faccl-m Imporlalljl naHont arc Iryln® Jo gain o further 
loato of llfo By tmaihJrwj that aDy we leave Ihem vrlth 
no ofhor weapon lo hold ua down. Thorn will bo lew 
JuaUfIcallon for adopHnq Faj-lal molhodi then lhan at 
prcaonf end losaor rooano of oppUcalbn Imperlalltro 
win haro fpont lUoIf lo much that ilf vnry oxblonco 
trill bo an oblKjaUon worth llcjuldallng An oxamp’o of 
bow far thla baa laken p’aeo actually con bo ioon 
from Iho prosonl day rolallon of Briloin lo lls domlnloni 
Canada Auatraha and South Africa But for (ho Ruffian 
InlorvonIJon Brilian would havo found henoll at tho 
mofcy of fho Doralnicmf and made on unproccdonfod 
phonotaenon In hlatory Even under Iho proronf 
circumstances tho moihcr country by Iho IJmo Iho war 
Is brought to a successful conclusion would bo dcp«^n 
dent eo much on hor children that Iho chtldron would 
find It a noccsslty to dLclatm tholr parontago to liavo a 
paacohil oilstence Then Jl would fall to us Indians 
to food our infuTii mlslrcts and if wo cay no aha can t 
coorco us much longer By atslslmg the do’oal of Facciim 
wo shall have made our Ilea with our allies stronger 
and more complelo and our aUlanco alone will probably 
bo tho most lasting contribution to posco throughout the 
world Asia will be unified in tho face of a withering 
Europe 

Guided by this vision tho struggle of tho oppro 
sued nations must lake a now turn Every fresh oncroe 
chraent of Fascism on the Aslallo continent must bo 
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strongly resisted To us Fascism holds greater danger 
than Imperialism, to combat the forces of which even an 
alliance with Imperialism may prove helpful in the same 
way as Parliamentananism finds it worthwhile to day to 
join hands with Communism to fight the menace 

Mere realisation of the theme is not enough unless 
it takes some practical shape To-day our struggle is 
being waged by the Soviet Union in the West and China 
in the East Britain is still an interested on looker, so 
also America The brunt of the fighting falls on the 
former two nations and it should be our task to relieve 
their hardship They need more than our moral sym- 
pathy now, they need our practical help In what form 
can our help reach them, you may question, My ansv/er 
to that IS, by our being prepared one and all here to 
meet the menace, we reinforce their spirit and increase 
the depth of the fighting line At the same time we 
help the British to carry some of the standing forces 
here to the actual theatres of the war These are the 
practical ways of carrying out the straggle of the oppre- 
ssed nations It is a mistaken impression to regard that 
mere complaining by v/ord of mouth constitutes our 
struggle Every opportunity to increase our striking 
force must be seized just as the fighting front is grow- 
ing m extent By that alone Democracy can be saved 
and can we gain our Freedom 

We have to thmk not in terms of an endless war 
It is now certain that with the combined might of Britain, 
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Putffa and America Gonnony ond along vrilh it Fa clwn 
am going to bo dofoated That ovontualily ta not a 
dlfitant prcapcci, now The* defeat of Foacisn maybe 
as ruddon and unthoughi of os Jfi rie'ories horo l<*en 
That Ifl why VO have to think of a poacoflmo now ond 
our sham In the poacoHmo rtfConelnicHon Unlcrs 
Russia is capable of retaining a ma|cr portion ol her 
proaonl slrcngth which la sery unllVoly peace neg-rtia 
Ilona win be dominated by British and American 
Interosla os Ihe'o two counfrtea will be spored the 
rigours of major encounters end conrequenlly left with 
reserro energy end strength 7 teasured by our prereni 
contribution to (he t twjgle cur toy In the p«jce 
negotladont would bo the nods of a Sir Klu Mus f han 
occupying a real at (ho tail of o British Minister Such 
apeacoasfar os India Is concerned may bo worse than 
o war and Its conchislon would only bring In a reries of 
economic repressions ond exactions on this poor 
country To-day ovory British Olliclal. beginning wilh 
the Primo Mlnislor dovm lo the clerk at the Imperial 
Secretariat at Now Delhi, enthuslosllcally alllnss that 
India Is wholly with Britain In the war The tame Official 
finds no hesitation in also raying that Indies men 
materials and money are contributing much to deck! 
the Usuos of war farourably lo Britain But ea peace 
draws nearer all theso utterances may be compelled lo 
fake a different turn Instead of the Punjab and Its 
warriors the philanthropy of Indian Princes and the 
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mighty contnbutions of the country, Mr Gandhi and his 
Wardha, the prison cells of India and the Satyagiaht's 
obstructionist tactics would occupy the picture and 
the tragedies of futile war resistance would be multiplied 
on the typewriters of the British Propaganda Ministry 
All this would prove our worthlessness to enjoy a real 
peace, atleast so, those men in the wigs would decide 

Can such a picture of the peace conference be 
changed Can the sustenance of Russia and China be 
prolonged to enable them to have sufficient energy to 
stand up at the peace table Can we too have a 
representative of ours who will not be afraid to stand up 
and speak the truth and to say all about us, our share, 
our rights and our cause ? The whole purpose of the 
book IS to enable us to give the answer, we can It is 
not always comforting to tell the truth and often it 
becomes necessary to conceal it At times these are 
ugly, but very vital and their value is judged by the 
consequences one has to suffer by disregarding such 
truths May be, truth has lost its charm because men 
parade with truths, which as Maxim Gorky puts it “are 
born by lies and possess all the elements of that 
poisonous untruth which, having distorted the relations 
of man with man, has made of life a hell, atonce filthy 
and absurd ” 

If not for anything else, at least for strengthening 
our position at the time of peace, we must take part in 
the struggle nov/ That would save us from the stigma 
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that aUmdlng in need of frwodom wo rofu»d to fight 
for It Thero are prosontly eohemoa which aim at joint 
exploitation of backward and undeveloped countriee 
Pretty wordi may however bo used to cover auch ideaa 
but the piirpoae remaint the same There are large 
number of pwUtlcianB Britlah and American who vlruallae 
the world after the war aa a whole Colony fointJy 
admlnJftered by Britain and Amorioa aa prize for their 
effort* In Mlraglng Pemocracy as they undenrtand It 
Tho whole of Asia inoloding China and Ruavla azKl ail the 
countriea of Europe would be brought under thi* 
domlnaiion, convenionlly termed a Union fust as an 
Anglo-French joint commlaaloQ came to be termed as 
the League of Katloos Schemes are all weU begun 
with high motives but the working tells quite a different 
tale To escape falling vtotlms to such schemes which 
can only mean further servitude we most exert to 
oonvert this Info a people s war fought by peoples of the 
world for establishing the rights of people aa opposed 
to these of our overlords. In converting the war into 
such a struggle for tho perpetuation of people a rights 
lies our hope 



CHAPTER ELEVEN 
A RE-STATEMENT OF THE CASE 

After having analysed, argued and catalogued 
the issues involved, I beg leave to restate the whole of 
my case for support in this war 

1 Though the war started, under strange cir- 
cumstances to settle the claims of rival Imperialisms, it 
no longer is an Imperialistic war Moreover by the 
entry of the Soviet Union into the conflict the war has 
taken a new shape and a new purpose as regards the 
Indian masses are concerned 

2 The war as it developes holds serious threats 
against the safety of India, and the actual front may 
ere long be shifted very near the frontiers of India 
From the military stand point the combined encroach- 
ment by Germany and Japan of the Asiatic continent is 
a prelude to more far reaching operations including the 
conquest of India 

'3 Fascism to-day threatens to envelope the 
whole globe and to subject every race and nationality 
to its will India as an undeveloped country will be 
ruthlessly exploited if ever India happens to fall under 
the Fascist heel, resulting in untold misery, poverty and 
denial of elementary rights of freedom for its citizens 

4. Since Britam and Russia are fighting to 
overthrow Fascism and save tlie world once for all 
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from that curse It is a* much our duty to help them in 
the laiL 

5 Poolflsm and non Wolenca as national policies 
are neither Tlrtuous nor desirable as the application of 
these two principles on national and Internationa) basis 
will only tend to Increase agoresslon and liwleesness 
In the world and therefore these ideals are not worth 
pursuing on such basis 

6 It la futile for India to adopt a wait and watch 
policy for there la every likelihood of such a policy be 
Ing Interpreted as obstructionist or opporfunlatic tactics 
Moreover \\ enoourages the growth of Fasdam within 
the country 

7 Non participation in the war neither helps the 
cause of Freedom nor promotes goodwill towards the 
c o unt r y In other i»rts of tho world 

8 Instead non participation hampers the march 
towards Independence of the country and oroatea a 
serious split In the homo front 

9 Efforts to oombal an external danger wlU have 
the effect of uniting Internal dissensions and will also 
afford an opportunity prompted by expedtenoy to solve 
tho communal problem on a temporary basis and subse- 
quantly on a lasting and sallafactory basis 

10 The situation offers Increasing opportunities 
for improving India s defences and for bringing India s 
Military Naval and Air Foroes to a high pitch of 
efficiency even though such developments may be 
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prompted by necessity and self interest on the part 
of the country’s Rulers 

11 India's contnbutlon to the v/ar now can have 
decisive importance since men and materials can be 
transported to the theatres of v;aT more easily from 
India than from any other part of the British Empire 

12 Concerted action only can stop the Fascist 
advance v;hich is fully based on the tactics of piece-meal 
conquest The fate of Eurooean nations amply illustrate 
the point 

13 The present recalcitrant attitude of the Indian 
politicians will have serious repercussions at the peace 
time negotiations and as a consequence Indian claims 
may receive a serious set back 

14 India’s present full hearted participation in 
the war will tend to ibcrease the resisting capacities of 
China and Russia, a)i^d it will also ensure these two 
nations actively suppoi^ing Indian claims at the peace 
negotiations as opposed to the dominating 'interests of 
Britain and America 

15 Lastly, from the point of view of a unified 
Asiatic Union to oppose European and Japanese 
penetration and further exploitation of the Asiatic people, 
it falls as a matter of duty on the part of India to carry 
on the struggle of the oppressed nations along with the 
fight for the overthrow of Fascism 



CHAPTER TWELVE 
THE TASK NOW 

Aitor having preteoted Ihe ciise lavouitng India s 
full partlcrfpatlon In the war It b^comea a corollary to 
devisa the ways and means of executing such a deotsion. 
Those ways and means are not however offered in 
the nature of an advice but are indicated as respon 
aiblKtiss the fulfilment of which amounts to a task beset 
with eaiioua difficulties 

It la evident to the man in the street that India s 
defences tcwiay are no defences at aH for an Invading 
army of present day standard. Neither its expansive areas 
nor Its natural boundartoe offer any serious obstruction 
to an army equipped with Tanks. Aeroplanes and high 
explosives capable of annihilating distance and under 
mining civilian and mllUary morale Significant ad 
missions of India s unpreparedness both by officials and 
non-officials only lend tragedy to the slination About 
the strength of the Indian Navy and the Air force the 
words of a crttlo a critic who is none other than the 
General Secretary of the Indian National Congress are 
Il hrmfn wHng 

A few years bapk we had the establishment of the 
Royal Indian Navy It is os royal as the many royalties 
that misrule parts of India. It is Indian in the sense tn 
which the Government of India Is so It Is navy because 
it has something to do vrtth the sea With one of the 
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most extensive coast lines m the world, with all the 
natural resources for Ship building, and with traditions 
of building going into the hoary past, India possesses 
not a single Ship Building Yard And yet India has a 
Royal Navy The doll's house is complete in all its 
details About the Air Force the writer quotes the 
words of Mr J R D Tata, Chairman of the Tatas and 
of the War Loan Committee making the significant ad- 
mission ^'We are told that the Indian Air Force is being 
no less than quadrupled Within a couple of years the 
skies of India will be clouded by the thundering mass of 
Indian Army squadrons About 36 Planes in all ^ About 
all these, what we can possibly do is to put a large 
exclamation mark 

The blame of course is put on the Indians A 
Government to whose benevolence this huge country 
owes its Telegraphs, Railways, Unity, and Post Offices, 
can such a Government be blamed ' One cannot, 
however, understand the wisdom of a policy which 
keeps such vast unarmed multitudes at the mercy of 
prospective invaders Not only is the Government idle, 
but does not seem to be taking much interest to remedy 
the defect Otherwise what is the explanation for this 
step-motherly care towards Indian industries, particularly 
shipping, aviation, motor manufacturing and aimam- 
ents Indian Army is woefully lacking all sorts of 
modern equipment Why to speak of India, the v/liole 
of the British Army lack Tanks and Guns Mr Render 
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Bon — Stewart 8 appeal in the House of Commono on 
Julf II bear ample teatimony to the atatament He 
declared — 

One had vlalon o! man Enigllih Soottlah, Irish 
and Welsh, left to die or fa D Into Nasi capUyity because 
they lacked weapons to defend themselves We must 
answer that cry for onus If the Army Is to be eaved from 
other grievous sacrifice It la not an appeal of 
moll — coddling that the workers of this country wont 
but Inspired direction* 

And vrfiat is the position of the enemy ? Regard 
Ing the equJpm9nt hft la Crete and Greece Mr Chur 
chill himself remarked that he doubted whether Hitler 
needed any more guns Hitler has to^ay more guna 
than mom A military commentator declared during the 
last war that Russian soldiers were massacred at the 
front In thousands because they had no guns and reser 
vlsts waited for bis comrade to fail to get bis gun 

Cannot those defects be remedied ? I believe 
with a greater amount of vision and oourega than 
hitherto displayed by British statesmen the situation 
could bo altered with striking results Every theatre of 
war In which the Allies are to-day engaged could be 
reinforced with sufficient quantities of equipment pro- 
vided British pocsetslons near those theatres could be 
made self sufficient as regards the production of equip- 
ment needed for the theatre near to Its boundaries In 
making such a revolutionary change in their plans 
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Englishmen are afraid of themselves They fear the 
Empire countries would turn against the mother 
Country — ^justifications enough for their past records and 
confidence m the present • 

Not in these respects alone, Indian and Allied 
Statesmen are showing signs of distorted vision and 
lack of commonsense At a time when labour leaders 
and other workers' and peasants* deputies could be 
expected to supplement the Government's war efforts 
these men are kept within the prison bars and those 
who are left behind are not taken into confidence at all 
This policy IS put mto force in the face of growing fifth 
columnists and other Fascist agents who freely move 
about as very nice people and plan secretly and openly 
for handing over the country as a present to the Fascist 
demagogues Times have changed and to-day one can 
recognise a fifth columnist by his very words not to 
speak of his actions He is ardently denouncmg 
Communism m official circles, in society groups, m the 
Press and on the platform and for all that he is regar- 
ded as very nice both by officials and non-officials 
In this regard the remarks of Mr W M Hughes, the. 
Navy Minister of Australia about this very nicest people 
hit the mark 1 ‘'They would rather have Nazism win than 
Soviet help save us from Nazi domination God save us 
from such narrow minded treacherous counsels I wel- 
come the alliance with this great Power with unbounded 
satisfaction.” 
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Them are not only auoh nfoe Individuals 
but also Influential political bodies end their most 
vociferous organs who support the above ergument 
The Free Press Jevmal of Bombay whoso socorlty 
was confiscated by the GoTomment many times -and 
which coasod pubhoallon on actxHJnt of that, during the 
Civil Disobedience movement for Its extreme nationalism 
and support of the Indian National Congress wrote 
on Juno 12 1941 *HitIere fall will make no difference 
to the war and Its compllcallons The Japanese peril 
Is real so in the Red porih To avert the Red peril 
Is our national duty On a subsequent occasflon the 
same paper came out witb the comment *We have no 
sympethtes to waste on the Soviet We are deilnliely 
opposed to any active alliance of Britain with the Soviet 
We believe Hitler when he says thal the Soviet would 
have stabbed Germany In the back-' Commenting on 
this Mr M. N Hoy s paper the Independent India of 
July 13 1941 writes Deetruction of Fascism Is no 
conoem for the Congress nationalists They do not be 
have that the disappearance of Fascism will make any 
difference for the world By Implicallon, it means that 
they do not object to Its continued ezlstenoe So 

atlast we know the ideal for which the non violent Army 
of Indjan Nabonaiism would fight No wonder that It 
refuses to lift a finger to help the fight against Fascism 
Mahatma Gaadhi'e letter to Raghimandan Sarac 
President of the Delhi Provincial Congraes Coomlilteo 
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directing to take public notice of the indiscipline of 
Congressmen v/ho support the v;ar effort, read in this 
light IS perhaps revealing 

To combat the fifth column menace is a moral res- 
ponsibility on the part of the citizens, rather than the 
Government If the Government takes any serious 
action in this regard it would be mistolien and mis- 
interpreted as the suppression of the national movement 
To request the Government to take such a course is 
neither desirable nor self respecting That would create 
a precedent for subsequent occassions Moreover that 
would tend to create a serious upheaval in the country 
and the measure would miss the mark Instead if the 
country takes the responsibility on itself the 
consequential danger is averted and tlie nation retams 
its self respect In what manner the country should take 
such a step ? Congressmen who are sensible enough 
to understand the situation must begin agitating on a 
mass scale to overthrow the reactionary clique v/hich 
rules the Congress organisation stock and barrell In this 
effort all other right thinking men who do not belong to 
the Congress or any other political party should lend 
support Not the Congress alone is pursuing such a 
dangerous policy, the Muslim League also is adoptmg a 
'dog in the manger' policy The same remarks apply to 
all similar organisations and by such strenuous efforts if 
we are able to end the fifth column menace we shall have 
won the major portion of the battle agamSt Fascism 



Th« nest losi-f equally important which noods 
attention of the peopio Is tho organisation of tho pretont 
Civic Guards as a body primarily rosponrible fa- tho 
Internal defence of tho country Tho regular Arm/ 
would bo Toqulred to occupy tho exJomal dofoncoa and 
(q check tho onslaught of stray groups of Invadero 
penetrating through Iho ma/or linos of dofonco and to 
deal with internal inlscreaflta and saboteurs Ihoro ncods 
creation of a suffIcionDy strong woU trained and ucll 
equipped body of Internal dofonco toKinloora It mu-t 
regrettably bo admlllod that Iho prosonl Civic Guards 
hopelessly fall below thla standard Tho urcfulnoas of such 
a body of persons in tho event cf sorioui internal distur 
bances is very meagre It should bo the atm of both iho 
peopio and tho Government to rolnforco this bed/ with 
large number of self respecting mon who eoold bo 
expdetod to df chorgo their rosponalbllltlcs with the* 
utmost sense of natlonol honour and prostiqo It is 
theroforo the dufy of the Govommont Jn this reopoct 
to make this purely a national organisation ontiroli 
manned and controlled from the lowest to Iho topmost 
ranks by Indians V/hen such a oonrorsion has taken 
place it bcccTOOs aba necessary to train end -equip those 
Tolunleers Jn ell pharos' of warfare and for all typos of 
defence worki The organisation of tho Homo Guards 
to England affords a utorvollous example of public 
InifJatlvo and forflhido to tho event of vital danger It Is 
also on record that tho taedJl for organising suoh a 
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force goes to Mr Tom Wmtrmgham, Editor of the Datly 
Woi Ici and a member of the Executive Committee of the 
Communist Party in England, v^ho had experience of 
the Civil war in Spain in which he fought m the ranks of 
the Mihtia of Republican Spam, “the army that for year 
after year held up Fascism's flood-tide tov/ards power, 
m that Spanish fighting which was the prelude and 
the signal for the present struggle,* to quote his 
own words In a series of articles which he contributed 
to the Press, he describes the task and then the progress 
of the Osterly Park Training School which during the 
first month of its existence ( on July 10, 1941 the first 
course started at the school ) attracted a thousand 
members, in the subsequent month two thousand and in 
the third month over three thousand to get training 
in the defence of their homeland 

“But all was not plain sailing, there were prejudices 
to be broken down Soon after the school was founded, 
an officer high up in the command of the Local Defence 
Volunteers requested us to close the school down, be- 
cause the sort of training we were giving was not 
needed ' This officer explained to us with engaging 
frankness that the Home Guards did not have to do “any 
of this crawling around , all they have to do is to sit 
in a pill-box and shoot straight * The “sit-in-a Pill-box* 
idea, a remnant of the Maginot folly not yet rooted out 
of the British Army, met us on other occassions We 
fought it in every way we could We could not accept 
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the liutruotlon to oIo«e the school down And when the 
otilcer who conridered Osterloy unneceetflry sent a 
ciroxdar around to unite (ol the local Detence voluntoere) 
tn hia area pointing out that Oelerley had not been 
approved we found an tncreaetng in nmnben coming 
to ue from that area The untie not hitherto aware of our 
exietence learned of It through thie drouJax These 
worda beat doaoribe the Irlala of auoh an Inatltutlon and 
the worda Our work at Oatorly received official 
approval early In September when we wore 
thanked by the Army Counoil and the War Ofhoe 
decided to lake over the achoo) the reward of 
persiatanoe 

We muit alio be guided by thia example and our 
efforta ahould be dlreoted to convert the present CtWo 
Guarda Into an armed natlonat aelf reapeotlng Irregular 
Army We need for thla Oaleiieya in hundreds or perhaps 
a thousand For that we need not rely on the Govern 
ment, our own inlUalfre must set example to the Govern 
ment What we are Interealed in la a PeopJea Army 
and that we can t have from the Govermnent Perhaps 
Government can aiilat ua with some inatruotors who had 
actual experienoe of the war in Europe and the latest 
methods adopted by the Naxia in these tbeatrea The 
dlroctlon and the controlling penonnel must be Indian 
and for this the present Ctvtc Guards ahould be 
reconstituted under a National Counoil Ample funds 
must be made available to this body to cany out the 
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programme, raised through public subscriptions or 
donations All that we need from the Government to 
begin with, is permission to arm such a body, but there 
seems to be little prospect in this direction In spite of 
this we must not be disheartened, v/e must get going 
somehow in our preparations foi national defence We 
who care more for our country, than vdiat the Govem- 
ment care, must take the initiative and ere long we must 
have a force not less than fifty million, if not more, 
comprising men and women who regard their country's 
call Stronger than any other To propagate the coirect 
line of lead and to harmonise the v;ork of different units 
we also need an organ dealing exclusively with matters 
of internal defence 

For all such activities as 'outlined above we need 
funds, lots of them The President of the Theosophical 
Society, Dr G S Arundale wrote ' 

am of opinion, therefore, that it is opportune as 
well as urgent for a great fund to be raised for India's 
personal defence Already, if 1 have not mistaken 
Australia has now decided to reserve her available 
financial resources for the immediate purpose^bf her 
own defence India has equal need to do the same ’ I 
only wish the Congress and the Muslim League together 
could have sponsored such a fufid They could together 
have made crores available, for the Indian people could 
thus have been wonderfully inspired by the knowledge 
that every pie would be used in India to equip Indians 
'Telegraph dated July 8, 1941 
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In India directly to dofend Ihelr Molhoriand from fho 
Invasion ol )ior ehoret 

We miul al«o Irom now onward proas our Govern 
menl to send u much materia) at wo could posfiblf got 
to the Russian fronta by opening the poraago through 
the North West Frontier of India for If Ibe Gcrraano 
succeed In tabing Derdonollftt and Murmansk oil other 
toureee for reinforcing the Russians would bo closed 
with the exception perhaps of VladWoslock In the east 
Materials need also be rushed through Iran and Syria 
where the Alltes are once again In a tlrong poolUon to the 
Caucattis and Baku fields to enable (ho Rutciana io 
defend those regions The doloncee of those rogloni 
are vital since any slackening of effort would lay open 
to the onemy the most corotod postossfons for In tboro 
regions lie (he vast oli resources of Russia 

As we come to the question of open acautanco to 
Russia there should bo on enunciation of British and 
American pofldea fn Ihrs respect If must be repealed 
that Allied Statesmen have been woefully mistaken In 
thetr estimates of pcoiiblo onemios end pofontial alllos 
In the beginning of Iho war they dlslruslod Russia and 
lavished tholr sympathies on Italy All the assistance 
they rendered to Italy and all tho materials Britain and 
America supplied to Italy were used against them 
selves To^ay they are Indulging In Iho same folly as 
regards Spain Japan Sweden and to a lessor extent 
Turkey British repproebmont with Ruw/a was nolthor 
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due to the diplomatic excellence of Sir Stafford, Cnpps 
nor due to the sincere wish on the part of England for 
such an alliance Circumstances alone brought m the 
event But for German invasion of Russia there would 
have been no Russo — British alliance and no Privy 
Councillor-ship for Sir Stafford Cnpps Bntish policy 
towards possible enemies can be explained in a way 
that by such courtship, they succeed in postponing the 
date of reckoning with these nations Past experience, 
however does not justify such an explanation When 
Italy came into the war tlae entry was planned to suit 
Hitler’s time and Italy's preparations, and the delay had 
no Significance whatever to the British wooing This is 
equally true of Spain to-day and more than true in the 
case of Japan When the time comes for the desperate 
gamble Hitlei will goad Spam, willing or unwilling, to 
enter the war on Hitler's side and block Gibraltar 
Japan, even much earlier than Spam's entry mto the 
war, would line up with Hitler and attack Russia There 
IS every reason to believe, gauging Hitler's tactics, that 
Japan will strike Russia and not move into any blessed 
paradise There used to be much speculation in the 
early days of the war that Italy was slowly realising her 
folly m concluding the Axis Pact and that Italians from 
the Chef to Mussolini, were turning prc-Bntish rather 
than pro-German These speculations were widely 
advertised through exaggerated Press reports via the 
usual British propaganda channels But, with all these. 
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the world didn t eeo Italy lining with the Allies and tho 
world did also see Italy Joining with Germany and 
fighting the British and the French To-day Japan Js 
teen In the same tight It is reported that Japan 
Intends to move Into the South Sea and Indo China 
some even suggest Malaya but those speculations are 
all due to some sort of complex which blinds vision 
Every other member of tho Axis group Is as much 
Interested as Germany herself in the ultimate victory of 
the Axis and each members action would therefore be 
to bring about this ulttaato vlclary Following lUla Itaa 
of argument If ever Japan moves into tho South Soas or 
Indo Chino Thailand or any whore olio U would bo aa 
spring boards for major attacks on Russia and China 
and if BrllaJo Joins these countries on Britain as well At 
present In Hitlers plans Russiat defeat is preliminary 
to all others and In the execution of that plan Japan 
realises herself bound to Hitler It therefore follows 
that any and every sympathy either in deed or In words 
shown to Japan are mere waste exceptlonsUy harmful 
Tho oorrectness of this statement would bo proved most 
probably before these words appear in print 

The next weak spot in the British Dlplomatio field 
Is Turkey Turkey ere long would bo swallowed by 
Germany If Russia and Britain do not take bold steps 
in the meanwhile German attempts In Syria and Iraq 
were calculated to outreach Turkish defence and outride 
British plans In this tho Gormans were defeated and 
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to-day there js no other alternative for diem bat to 
invade Turkey, at hrnt to control Dardanelles with a 
view to blockade Russia and secondly to gain an easy 
access to the Caucusus and the shores of the Caspian 
Sea Regarding the potential value of Dardanelles to 
Germany Mr A G Gardiner m an article ^’ritten 
during March 1941, stated, *If Hitler is able to sieze 
and hold the Dardanelles the fate of Russia is sealed ^ 
Whether Turkey would resist Germany effectively in 
carrying out the plan is the question Turkish politi- 
cians have been friendly to Britain in words and 
friendly to Germany m deeds Moreover German 
control of Turkey is an accomplished fact both econo- 
mically and politically Devoid of German technical 
assistance Turkish industry is nothing, politically Turkish 
statesmen have learned the goose-step During the 
Syrian campaign Turkey afforded facilities for German 
supplies and men to pass through Turkey is evident 
from the report ‘'Thrice weekly the Tarus Express disgor- 
ges batches of approximately fifty Nazis a time holding 
false Balkan Passports disguised as Jewish refugees 
Under the cover of darkness, the Germans have 
commandeered vessels, fishing boats, to bring in so 
called officials by sea hugging the coast inside Turkish 
territorial waters, disembarkmg at small ports in North 
Syria ” The Istanbul correspondent of the Times, 
London, aptly describes the reactiori of the Turks to the 
Russo — German war by Stating that every Turk would 
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plans must be so made to moot all possible ovcntualitios 
treating Turl'cy as a potential onomy I hold that this 
\/ar against iho Nazis cannot bo v.on by adopting the 
v/ait and watch policy Decisive action must be 
talen at every stop and the Nans must be oulctnpod in 
their plane and this would moan a revolutionary change 
in the milltory Dlratog> of the Allies Their actions in 
Syria and Iraq deserve congratulation in this rospoct, 
perhaps those are the greatest ochiovemenls of the 
British Command in the war 

Iran is the next unportant centre In the map of 
Asia where Russian and Allied strategy must bo mode 
felt After Turkey Iran is the most vnilnerablo spot 
Russian High Command is not entirely unaware of the 
strategic importance of Iron ond if reports prove correct 
large number of Aerodromes have already been leased 
to Russia in this territory Before Iran becomes an 
actual theatre of v/ar the utility of Iran as a supoly base 
has to be fully taken advantage of Towards this the 
best procedure for Allies and Russia to adapt would 
be to give guarantees to the Iranian Government to the 
effect that in consideration of the Iranian Government 
allowing Britain and Russia to establish strategic and 
supply bases in Iran, these two Governments would 
unconditionally restore to Iran after the ceasing of the 
hostilities the bases surrendered including complete 
independence for Iran This procedure is necessary 
since Iran is a vital source of oil supply to the Allies and 
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ta the neoreat approach to the AalaUo mainland 
Including India 

Since Italian retUlance 1« dtrlndllng faat It le an 
opportune moment to prow on with the Libyan camp- 
aign The reaction oi the Vichy Government la not to 
be reckoned alnca Manbal Petain and Admiral Dorlon 
have ocnnpletely played ihemaelvea Into the hands of 
Hitler and Allied and RuMlan Govommenta ehould alao 
concentrate on annexing oa much oa pcaalble of the 
African ooaat facing the Medlterraneoru The Axis 
forces have entrenched themaelvea on the other aide of 
the Mediterranean from the Spanith coast line to Crete 
From an exorolnatlan of the Map It la evident that such 
a bold step on the part of Eussia and Allies would bnng 
about a complete enoirclamant of the Continent of 
Europe In Itself a necessary preliminary to more 
effective and oomplete blockade of Europe to be 
followed by offenatve warfare. The oocTupatlon of 
Iceland by American forces viewed in this light, unfolds 
a vista of far reaching posatbllliJes- 

In addition to adopting the policy outlined above 
a revival of the propaganda warfare in an Intensified 
form has also to be oonsldered This time with the 
winter approaching is more fit to begin the offensive 
calculated to hasten revolution in the occupied 
terrttoTles than the eariy days of the war To plan a 
military invasion of the Continent by seaborne troops 
the time Is premature for the execution of such a plan 
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with the resources at the hands of the 'Allies at present 
by way of Aeroplanes, Guns, and Tanks falling short of 
the quantity required to dislodge the Nazis from their 
seats of vantage, would present serious danger to the 
Allies Such an invasion can only be attempted through 
Russia, by reinforcing Russian supplies In the beginning 
of the war Allied Statesmen were talbng m terms of 
revoluhon within Germany itself, but for some mysterious 
reason the theme of their propaganda was suddenly 
changed May be that as the prospects of success in 
the war through other means are now increasmg, Allied 
Statesmen are confident of imposmg some sort of 
Capitalist Government in Germany after the war suited 
to the interests of the Bnbsh Government Otherwise 
with the war going on against Russia, there can be no 
better occassion to foment revolution within Germany 
and other German occupied territories In this respect 
citizens of Itedy, Bulgaria, Greece, Yugoslavia and France 
are easily susceptible to such revolutionary propaganda 
Italians are greatly resenting the German dommation 
and Italy is on the brink of economic breakdown 
Mussolini and his regime after serious defeats and loss 
of prestige still remain in power only because of German 
bayonets Frenchmen, Greecians and Yugoslavs with 
their love of freedom and Bulgarians with their strong 
Soviet sympathy need only be told that there are 
prospects of success, to rise in revolt To infuse con- 
fidence m these citizens and to help them carry on their 
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activHl«s of «Abota< 3 e raid* Uko that of Lofoten roiut be 
repeated In Inoreaeing nionbere 

It !■ algnlfloant hero to reproduce the words of 
Reuters Mllttary CooLmentotor on the Ruaso-Qennan 
bostlhUet and the opportunltr It offers to Britain 

*As a result of the ^reat concontrellon of German 
divisions aion^ the Russian front those responsible for 
Brttlih strate^r should ask themselves bow manT 
German divisions or aircraft are now fn Northem Franco 
Holland and Norwa; The same question may be asked 
with regard to Germans to North Africa The defence of 
Egypt is not noW the real question but the defence of 
Cyreneloa and Libya We have beard breve words 
from British politicians the lime Is rapidly approaching 
for breve deeds 

Britain cannot regard the durelton of the Russo- 
German war as a breathing spell If they regard it so 
it Is sheer madnesa As M Lltvinoff salcL every blow 
given to Germany now would be worth len times more 
than that deltvered at a later date The Prime Minister 
of England promised that 1941 would see Britain on the 
offensive The year is drawing to a close and decisive 
events are now taking plaoe Can Britain afford to waste 
ttnw sun, is being asked every where If the war Is to 
be won the battles most be fought now If the American 
and British MUUary Commands are waiting to see both 
Russia and Germany wear exit tn the battles now being 
fought to deliver their final bbw on Grermany they are 
5l a/ ftCD a o Joly 8i 1&41 



174 


MUST WE FIGHT ? 


making a serious miscalculation Such a policy can 
only help Hitler for he wants to smash his enemies one 
by one and his enemies, he realises, are foolish enough 
to render him the opportunity because of their narrow 
mindedness and mean self-interest When a comrade 
is beaten they shed tears on him, waste a few brave 
words by way of promises to avenge his defeat, but 
when the beating is actually going on, they polish their 
swords Such an error must not be repeated now, the 
repitition would mean end of democracy 

To Americans are addressed these concluding 
words It is the moral responsibility of you Americans to 
help Britain, to deliver the crushing blow to Hitler now 
Whether that necessitates America's entry into the war 
or not, the question now is which is the easiest way to 
enable Britain to deliver that fmal blow If America 
could send all possible amount of help now the war 
would be decided now only To send that help therefore 
is the deciding factor British ships are not able in spite 
of heavy losses in the Atlantic to cope up with the 
transport of goods from America to Britain and it is 
therefore the duty of America to take steps to enable 
these supplies to reach Britain soon If that draws 
America into the war, well and good, the war has to be 
fought out General Sir Claude Auchinleck, the new 
General Officer Commanding Jn the Middle East is 
reported to have said that American man-power is 
needed *if the war is to be won properly , and it must 
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be won properly nol ball won* He Is also reported lo 
haT# eald In reply to war oorroapondenli 1 have 
always thought. It roust bo won In Europe In Germany 
on the German ■ own soli They must be beaten In the 
way Napoleon was beaten. Therefore I see as much 
need for American man power In this war as In the last 
In twelve fourteen or twenty four months this need will 
certainly arise. I hold this need has certainly arisen 
America Is far away from the Continent of Europe and 
no boetlla forces can step on the shores of Aroertca 
Japan needs ooJy one serious slap to be taught the 
otsauce ol comsBoneeuao Thecetoce Amertcan. soldiers 
muntticnas planes and other weapons need bo Irons 
ported immediately to the EuTcpean theatres of war to 
beat the enemies on the enemies own territories 

Large body of Americans I believe are not suro of 
the sincerity of British Statesmen when they declare 
they are fighting for democmoy I oon hear Americans 
asking’ 'What about democracy In the British possessions? 
What of India Friends ? Is there deroocrooy In th a t vast 
sub.contInent which you hold now In bondage ? Tharo 
Is no sacred trust to be discharged Tou held us before 
and you mode ua fight to become what we are now 
You still beat the drum of democracy and delude us 
to help you to perpetuate your rule on, one fourth of the 
globes exirface* I wish Americans asked this many 
more times I also wish, PiwsIdonL Roosevelt presents 
the same question in the nature of an uJt/mahim thaf 
SldfstOKia July 9 JQ+l 



176 


MUST WE FIGHT ? 


if Britain wants America to fight for democracy, Britain 
to vmdicatfe its true democratic aims should declare 
India, independent and for that matter of fact, every 
subject nation free, forthwith 

Wbll, these are the tests, these are the times to put 
these tests to trial If democracy fails the war must go 
on endlessly 
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